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Labour turns big brother 


The Government is sending benefit spies into the homes of 250,000 disabled 


people who claim Disability Living Allowance (DLA). 


The new Benefits. Integrity 
Project will decide whether 
those claiming the higher rate 
of mobility component and 
higher or middle rate care com- 
ponent, still deserve it. 

The Department of Social 
Security (DSS) is checking up 
on 442,000 people after it dis- 
covered £500 million was paid 
out incorrectly each year. 


A DSS survey also showed. 


about ten per cent of disabled 
people had not reported a dete- 
rioration in their condition and 
were underclaiming. However 
the Government is not review- 


ing this. 
Disability groups fear the 
checks will :be unfair on 


claimants who have already 
filled out a complicated 30- 
page application form. 


Supp 
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Stay Independent 
In Comfort 


thought-out range of products to 


Director of the Disability 
Alliance, Lorna Reith, said: 
“The visiting officers won’t be 
fully trained and they won’t 
understand much about differ- 
ent disabling conditions. They 
may ask questions in the wrong 
way and get the wrong 
answer.” 

But the DSS said those investi- 
gated could have a friend or 
representative with them and 
that all 100 staff involved would 
be trained. ~ 

Meanwhile, a doctor who 
worked at the Benefits Agency 
Medical Service (BAMS), at 
Arden House in Newcastle, 
claimed he found eight out of 
ten people on Incapacity Bene- 
fit (IB) were frauds. Dr Alan 
Patterson left the service last 
year. 


Theraposture offer a carefully 


help those with mobility 
problems enjoy the 
independence and comfort of 
their own homes. 


from over 1000 positions at 
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He said IB encouraged fraud 
by allowing many people to lie 
about disabilities which the all- 
work test (which assesses eligi- 
bility) could not examine. 

He told DN: “I saw plenty of 
disabled people, but for every 
genuine one, there are one or 
two jumping on the band- 
wagon with absolutely trivial 
or non-existent problems. 

“The doctors are threatened 
with having to go to appeal and 
justify everything they write and 
there just isn’t time to do that. 

“It is far easier just to agree 
with people. All these malin- 
gerers give truly disabled peo- 
ple a bad name.” 

Ralph Melville, 59, who has 
angina, diabetes, mild heart 
attacks and arthritis, failed 
the all-work test at the same 
Newcastle centre. 

Mr Melville scored 13 points 
but needed 15 to qualify as 
unfit in the test. He lost his IB 
last August. 

He appealed and went to tri- 
bunal, but collapsed with chest 
pains while being questioned. 

Mr Melville said: “They were 
making out I was work-shy and 
on the fiddle. When I got out my 
heart medication during the 
interview and started to use it, 
the interviewer started laughing.” 

He has since been told he has 
won the appeal. 


Bumper DN 


Welcome to Disability Now’s 
first ever 48-page issue. 

Our bumper edition coin- 
cides with the newspaper’s 
expansion onto the internet — 
we now have a home page on: 
www.Disability Now.org.uk 

You can also e-mail us at: 
Editor@Disability Now.org.uk 

Thank you to sponsors 
Mangar International for 
design of the pages and Global 
Internet for providing the site 
over two years. 


Ralph Melville BIG ISSUE 

Rosalie Everatt, founder of 
Pain Wise UK, was horrified by 
Dr Patterson’s claims. “People 
with invisible disabilities often 
feel despised and an easy target 
to be selectively discriminated 
against. 

“This whole approach is nau- 


DUN VN INE 


THE OXFORD: 


OXFORD 


SUNRISE MEDICAL 


seating and shows how easily 
the public can be whipped up to 
turn on their disabled neigh- 
bour.” 

The Government is 
reviewing plans for privatising 
BAMS, first proposed by the 
Conservative Government ear- 
lier this year. 

Many Labour MPs are angered 
by the move and 11 have tabled a 
motion to oppose it. 

Roger Berry MP told DN: 
“Privatisation is really dodging 
the issue, not actually providing 
the review that would address 
people’s concerns. 

“T think medical information 
should be held in strictest confi- 
dence and if that information 
was in the hands of a private 
company, there is a risk that 
that might not be the case.” 

The British Medical Associa- 
tion will call for reforms of 

- BAMS at its annual conference 
in July. 
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Oxford Hoist Chiniarny Ltd. 

Stanton Harcourt Road 

Eynsham, Oxford OX8 1JT, UK ‘ 
Tel: 01865 881881. Fax: 01865 882878. 
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Victoria and Albert Museum 


Admission: £5.00, £3.00 senior citizens. Free for 
those under 18, students, pre-booked educational 
groups, disabled people and carer and ES40 
holders. Entry is free between 16.30 and 17.50. 
Nearest Underground: South Kensington. 
Telephone: 0171-938 8500. 


+ All talks are by arrangements in advance. 


The V&A Cast Courts. 


The V&A Gamble Room 


News 3 


Pc honoured by EU 


A Strathclyde policeman has 
won the only individual award 
for the Promotion of Equality 
for People with Disabilities. 
Sergeant 
Ronald 
Dukes, (right) 
from _— Glas- 
gow, won the 
European 
Quality Cer- 
tificate for raising awareness of 
disabled people’s needs within 
the police service. He started 
research into disability issues 
last year (DN, October 1996). 


Bid for care Bill 

Lord Ashley of Stoke has intro- 
duced a Private Member’s Bill 
to amend the Chronically Sick 
and Disabled Person’s Act 1970 
and restore disabled people’s 
rights on community care. The 
Bill’s second reading is in the 
House of Lords on 9 July. 


Cherie on the case 


The Prime Miéinister’s wife 
Cherie Blair is advising 
Cheshire County Council in the 
case of 66 people with learning 
difficulties who do not qualify 
for windfall payments from the 
Halifax. The council alleges 
that the building society 
insisted they set up _ joint 
accounts with a care assistant, 
who was always listed first, but 
only paid windfalls to the first- 
named account holder. 
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Disability groups have wel- 
comed changes to the Govern- 
ment’s job assistance scheme 
Access to Work which will help 
firms advertising jobs specifi- 
cally for disabled people and 
reduce the burden on smaller 
employers. 

_ Announcing the changes, Alan 
Howarth, Minister for Employ- 
ment and Equal Opportunities, 
said: “The scheme will be open 
to employers wishing to recruit 


a disabled person. And we are’ 


going to look again at past 
cases where this help has been 
refused. I think it will be of par- 
ticular help to disability organi- 
sations.” 


One step beyond: Luke Mainwaring, 14, from Sidmouth, who has cerebral palsy, was greeted by a roar 


Neil Betteridge, head of projects 
and campaigns at the Royal Asso- 
ciation for Disability and Rehabil- 
itation, welcomed the change. He 
said: “If more employers start 
designating posts, another strand 
of the scheme would prove to be 
successful by — encouraging 
employers to look at disabled 
people positively.” 

The case of Hugh Batty, (DN, 
December 1996) who was 
refused help from the scheme 
because the job he applied for 
was advertised for a disabled 
person, highlighted the inequity. 

Mr Howarth has also reversed 
the rule which meant the 
employer paid the first £300 


arcane 


ices VWWork access boost 


towards helping a_ disabled 
worker each year (£100 for self- 
employed people). This will 
now only apply in the first year 
of employment. 

“If you wanted a second year of 
support from Access to Work, 
you would not get it until this 
threshold had been passed. I have 
waived the requirement for sub- 
sequent years.” 

Richard Brewster, chief execu- 
tive of Scope, said: “These are a 
small couple of extremely wel- 
come changes to an excellent 
scheme. 

“The real need is for a fairly 
substantial boost to the core 
budget of the scheme.” 


at 


of congratulation when he crossed the finish line of the Ten Tors walk organised by the armed forces. 
Mum Linda (left) and his physiotherapist and a soldier joined him on the 10km trek in Salisbury. 
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The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 
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Considering buying a 
mobility vehicle in the next 
few months? Then you 
should know about a new, 
free advisory booklet which 
will undoubtedly help you 
to make the right decision. 


The easy to read booklet 
contains all the answers you 
need to make sense of what 
can be a complicated affair. 
It tells you about all the 
different models available, 
how they work, what 
happens when they go 
wrong and the best way to 
go about buying a scooter 
or powerchair. 


“The In’s and Out’s of 
buying a mobility vehicle” 
also arms you with a series 


“HOW TO CHOOSE A 
POWERCHAIR OR 
SCOOTER AND AVOID 
COSTLY MISTAKES” 


New, free booklet explains and guides, 
ensuring that you make the right decision 


rule in 
disability 
The European Union has 
agreed to combat discrimina- 
tion on the grounds of disabil- 
ity. 

The Treaty of Amsterdam, 
agreed in June by European 
heads of state, sets out the aims 
and principles of the Union, 
and means that the European 
Commission will now have to 
consult disability organisations 
around Europe when propos- 
ing rules. 

A British proposal was also 
accepted, which puts pressure 
on European institutions to 
take the needs of disabled peo- 
ple into account when drawing 
up uniform rules for the single 
market — on transport issues, 
for example. 

Alun Thomas, parliamentary 
officer with the Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind, said: “It makes sure that 
disability is almost on a par 
with gender. 

“In the past we have had to 
rely on the good will of the 
Commission. Getting some- 
thing in the Treaty was impor- 
tant. It means they can’t turn 
round and say there is nothing 
legally binding. 

“The Commission will have 
to talk to disability organisa- 
tions prior to directives being 
drawn up. The chances are that 
they will get the directives right 
first time.” 


of questions that you will 
want to ask before you make 
your mind up, giving you all 
the information before you 
make the important choice. 


Get all the facts. Produced 
by the Mobility Matters 
Network of mobility 
specialists “The In’s and 
Out’s of buying a mobility 
vehicle” is available now, free 
of charge. All you have to do 
is simply call our 24 Hour 
booklet Request Line on 
0990 134 130 or write to 
Mobility Matters, Dept 
DN7/97 Freepost NH0170, 
Kettering NN14 6YA. A 
booklet will be sent to you 
within 14 days from one of 
the Mobility Matters local 
Distributors. 


Disabilitywow July 1997 


4 News from Westminster 


Charges threat 
looms in NHS 


Means-testing pensioners’ free 
prescriptions and asking 
patients to pay for visiting the 
doctor are being considered by 
the Government in a bid to save 
money and avert a crisis in the 
National Health Service. 

Health Secretary Frank Dob- 
son is also looking at charging 
for food and accommodation in 
hospitals after he announced 
that the health service was set 
for a winter of crisis. 

Mr Dobson said in June: 
“Everything is on the agenda 
for review. You have got to look 
at every aspect of health care.” 

Health authorities and NHS 
trusts were more than £300m 


in debt at the end of the finan- 
cial year in March and the 
Treasury has said it will not 
increase the department’s bud- 
get next year. 

At present, 80 per cent of all 
free, . The 


prescriptions are 


review will consider charging . 


pensioners who do not receive 
income support. 

Help the Aged spokesperson, 
Rosemary Hargreaves, said 
more than 40 per cent of pre- 
scriptions went to pensioners. 
“We would protest vigorously 
at this. Elderly people may 
avoid seeking medical advice in 
case they have to pay for their 
prescriptions.” 


Minority meeting: Junior Minister for Health, Paul Boateng, talks to carers at the launch of the 1997 
National Carers’ Association London Directory of Organisations supporting Black and Ethnic Minority 
Carers. It is aimed at the black and ethnic minority community who make up 20 per cent of London’s 
estimated one million carers. Mr Boateng said: “Their special needs include the isolation that can come 
from linguistic barriers. These need to be broken down.” 


ROBERT TAYLOR 


Mine ban| Commission still in doubt 


Britain has banned landmines 
and will destroy its stock of 
weapons by 2005. 

Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
said. the Government would 
stop the use or trading in all 
anti-personnel mines. 

He said: “Every hour another 
three people lose their life or 
lose a limb from stepping on a 
landmine. Thousands of chil- 
dren who ran onto a landmine 
are left unable to run ever 
again.” 

Diana, Princess of Wales, has 
highlighted the issue both in 
Angola and the United States. 


The Government has refused to 
give a timetable for its promised 
Disability Rights Commission 
and further civil rights legisla- 
tion. 

It will incorporate the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights into British law during 
this Parliament — which will 
allow people to take action to 
protect their human rights in 
domestic courts. 

But it has not decided whether 
a Disability Rights Commission 
would be part of an all-embrac- 
ing Human Rights Commission 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 


lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. We also 
specialise in accident claims, medical negligence, 
conveyancing, wills and criminal law. Legal aid work 
undertaken. Offices also in Birmingham and Camden. 


For free initial advice contact: 
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SOLICITORS 
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235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 
London N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 


which may yet be set up. 

Alan Howarth, Minister for 
Employment and Equal Oppor- 
tunities, told DN his depart- 
ment was already talking to 
disability groups, MPs and 
businesses. 

“I am very anxious that we 
should move at the best speed 
we can to fulfil our manifesto 
commitment to establish com- 
prehensive, enforceable civil 
rights for disabled people,” he 
said. “I am not in a position to 
give a timetable. We have to get 
this right. 


BLUE MARLIN 
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SOUTH WEST OF ENGLAND 
Independent Lifestyle Show 
28-29th August 1997 


Mayflower Centre, Central Park, Plymouth. 


“I want to see a Disability 
Rights Commission analogous 
to the Commission on Racial 
Equality and the Equal Oppor- 
tunities Commission, with com- 
parable duties and powers.” 

Disabled people would have 
the same status as others if a 
Human Rights Commission 
was introduced. 

“IT would see a_ Disability 
Rights Commission taking its 
place within that whole array of 
agencies guaranteeing human 
rights in Britain.” 

Legislation would take into 
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account the commitment to the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights, he said. 

Labour MP Roger Berry plans 
to introduce a private members 
bill for a commission to make 
recommendations on how to 
achieve civil rights. 

He said: “We have got to have 
a commitment to legislate and 
once we get proper legislation 
an enforcement body. 

“T hope that by this time next 
year things will have moved on 
and my Bill will be redun- 
dant.” 


Schools access boost 


Mainstream schools will get £3.6 
million from the Government to 
make them more accessible. 

Education and Employment 
Minister, Estelle Morris, said 
the money would go to 600 
schools as part of the Schools 
Access Initiative. 


Deaf pensioners’ hope 
War Pensions Minister Baroness 
Hollis of Heigham has ordered 
a review of the medical evidence 
into hearing loss. 

In March, the Conservative 
government refused to order a 
review after a meeting with the 
British Legion and the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf Peo- 
ple. They claim the present rules, 
which insist 20 per cent of hear- 
ing loss must be attributable to 
gunfire while still in the force, 
rules out most new claims for | 
war disablement pension for 
hearing loss. 

Baroness Hollis said: “I am 
determined to be satisfied the 
medical evidence is clear.” 
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News 5 


Diabetes 
study in 
jeopardy 


Research into diabetes is at risk 
because the public does not 
realise the serious complica- 
tions caused by the condition. 
There are 1.4 million people 
with diabetes in the UK, but the 
condition came last in the list of 
research priorities in a MORI 
survey of 2,082 people in May. 


Only ten per cent wanted more 


research into diabetes; cancer 
and leukemia research had high- 
est priority, with 84 per cent. 

The British Diabetic Associa- 
tion is alarmed at the lack of 
awareness of the link between 
diabetes and other conditions — 
it is the leading cause of blind- 
ness among people of working 
age and trebles the risk of stroke 
and heart disease. 

The association is having to 
refuse researchers’ applications 
for funding from its £4.5 mil- 
lion research budget, in part 
because donations have not 
kept pace with increased 
demand for equipment costs. 


Royal seal 
of approval 


A new disability charity, headed 
by the Prince of Wales, is 
replacing the Prince of Wales’ 
Advisory Group on Disability, 
which was set up 15 years ago. 
The Disability Partnership 


will be independent of the. 


Prince’s Trust and have seven 
_ trustees, including well-known 
names such as Philippa Russell, 
Phil Friend and Sarah Langton- 
Lockton. Chairman Richard 
Carver and chief executive Peter 
Holland are both disabled. Vice 
presidents include the Earl of 
Snowdon and Lord McColl. 

The Advisory Group was the 
catalyst for initiatives like the 
Employers’ Forum on Disabil- 
ity, the Medical Education on 
Disability Steering Committee 
(now launching a training book 
for medical students), the Hote- 
liers’ Forum and the Disability 
and Rehabilitation Open 
Learning Project (see page 41). 

The Prince said: “The Group 
is coming of age, and I hope it 
will now be able to strengthen 
its position as an influential, 
independent organisation for 
disability issues.” 

Peter Holland said: “I think 

we must use the Prince’s time 
wisely, for the catalyst bit that 
brings a group together.” 
*The Prince’s Trust may help 
with Government plans to get 
unemployed young people 
working, eg, with elderly and 
disabled people. 


Disabled dolly: “Share a Smile” Becky is the latest Barbie — in a 
wheelchair. Launched in America in May, she wears a t-shirt with 
IDEA on the front (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act). 
Manufacturer Mattel must now redesign the Barbie front door 


because Becky can’t get in. No plans yet to sell her here. 


MATTEL 


Gay, disabled 
pair’s baby bid 


A gay couple claim they were 
told they could not adopt a 
child because they were both 
disabled and on benefits. 

Russell Conlon, 39, who has 
osteoarthritis and osteoporosis 
and Christopher Joyce, 32, who 
has epilepsy, said they might 
now have to ask a lesbian cou- 
ple to share a child with them. 

The Manchester pair applied 
to foster in November 1996 and 
to adopt after Christmas, but 
claimed social workers refused 
them because of their disabili- 
ties and sexuality. 

However Manchester Social 
Services said it was waiting for 
medical reports before making 
a decision. 

Mr Conlon said: “They told 
us they did not think we would 
be able to foster or adopt 
because we were disabled and 
living on benefits and would 


not pass the medical. What 
right have they to say that?” He 
said they did not get medical 
questionaires until April. 

“We will be placing an ad in 
the gay press for a lesbian cou- 
ple to take part in a mutually 
beneficial arrangement.” 

A spokesperson for Manch- 
ester Social Services admitted 
the couple had been called in 
for a chat. 

She added: “Having a disabil- 
ity does not preclude somebody 
from fostering or adopting.” 


Still no success in first DDA tribunal fights 


The first legal battles for com- 
pensation under the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) have 
been lost. 3 

Four industrial tribunals have 
all decided in favour of the 
employers. 

In the most recent case, Ros- 
alind O’ Neill was dismissed by 
Oxford-based building firm 
Symm & Co last December. 


Her solicitor Simon Fenton 
said: “She had a couple of hos- 
pital appointments during work 
time. When they diagnosed 
ME, her GP sent a note to the 
employers telling them, and they 
sacked her. They said she had 
never told them she had ME. 
“The [tribunal panel] 
accepted that ME could be a 
disability but they didn’t accept 


the company were aware that 
she had it. We are now explor- 
ing the possibility of appeal.” 

The next person to challenge 
an employer under the law is a 
man with cerebral palsy who was 
offered a full-time job with the 
police force. The case is due for 
another tribunal hearing. 

The man, who cannot be 
named, had his offer of work 


withdrawn as the force claimed 
it could not meet his care needs. 

His solicitor Mary Siddall 
said: “I’m reasonably opti- 
mistic, bearing in mind it is still 
a very new act.” 

The Trades Union Congress is 
monitoring all cases brought 
under the DDA. So far, 159 have 
been brought — most of them 
were dismissed. 
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— 


real mouthful: Ian Botham meets George Ellis, from Castleford, 


to launch the talking book version of his autobiography Don‘ Tell 
Kath — the latest volume for the audio library, tel: 0181-903 6666. 


USA counts cost 


Unfair media hostility is jeopar- 
dising anti-discrimination laws 
in the USA, according to the 
head of the federal govern- 
ment’s equal employment 
opportunities commission. 
Commissioner Paul Miller 
said a significant backlash 
against the disability rights 
movement was threatening to 
undermine many of the civil 
rights gains achieved during the 
last 25 years. He cited media 
stories of companies going bust 
due to accessibility costs. 
Government agencies claim 
that American employers have 
saved almost three thousand 
per cent on each dollar spent 


on disability access. 

The Job Accommodation 
Network (JAN), which advises 
firms on adjustments under the 
1990 Americans with Disabili- 
ties Act (ADA), said firms got a 
$29 return (£17) for every $1 
invested — often through keep- 
ing a qualified member of staff 
who became disabled and say- 
ing on training costs. 

It said about 69 per cent of 
accommodations cost £315 or 
less. JAN assistant project man- 
ager, D J Hendricks, said: 
“Even very small companies can 
afford that. They realise it is 
cheaper to accommodate than 
to litigate.” 


FROM UNDER £ 1 3 0 00 ON-THE-ROAD 


(WITH VAT & RFL EXEMPTION) 


TAKE YOUR WHEELCHAIR AND UP TO FOUR FRIENDS 
IN SALOON CAR COMFORT IN THE 
ALL NEW 'INDEPENDENT' EXPERT FROM INTERBILITY 


FOR FULL DETAILS OR A DEMONSTRATION 


PLEASE CONTACT :- 


RON OR BOB 
INTERBILITY LTD 
UNIT 21 
GUNNELS WOOD PARK 


TEL: 
(01438) 
747448 


STEVENAGE 
HERTS 
SG1 2BH 


FAX: 
(01438) 
750319 


o new cash for 


stressed carers 


Most carers do not ask for their 
needs to be assessed, often wait- 
ing until they reach breaking 
point, a new report says. 

Still Battling? The Carers Act 
One Year On* by Carers 
National Association (CNA) 
found 70 per cent of them were 
caring more than 100 hours a 
week. 

The findings came as Prime 
Minister Tony Blair told MPs 
that there would be no extra 
cash for carers. He said in Par- 
liament in May: “Of course, we 
have to work within the avail- 
able resources but we will none 
the less make — substantial 
progress on the Act.” 


In the CNA’s survey of 1,655. 


people, only 18 per cent had 
asked for their needs to be 
assessed under the Carers 
(Recognition and Services) Act, 
which came into effect in April 
1996. And 53 per cent said they 


WINGED 
FELLOWSHIP 


RESPITE CARE AND 
HOLIDAYS FOR 
DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Jubilee Lodge 


Winged Fellowship’s London Centre 


Offering respite care and holidays 
for people with severe physical 
disabilities and 
their carers. 


All facilities are 
designed with 
YOUR needs in 
mind. En-suite and twin rooms available. 
Licensed bar, conservatory, shop, colour 
television and a full range of visits, trips 
and entertainment. 


Brochure available 


Book now 


Registered Charity no: 295072 ° 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 


had not been informed of their 
rights. 

But in follow-up interviews, 69 
per cent of those who had been 
assessed said they had then 
been offered services and 55 per 
cent said their services had 
increased as a result. 

The report also said the health 
of 59 per cent of carers had 
deteriorated. 

Jill Pitkeathley, CNA chief 
executive, said: “The high pro- 
portion of carers who do not 
know that they are entitled to an 
assessment or how it will help 
them is alarming. We found 
many incidents of carers’ health 
reaching breaking point.” 

CNA is demanding funding 
for the Act but the new Govern- 
ment is committed to staying 
within its spending targets for 
the next two years. 

Roy Taylor, vice-president of 
the Association of Directors of 


DN7/97 


2742 


Social Services, backed CNA’s 
demand: “The Act cannot work 
as it was fully intended without 
additional resources being ear- 
marked for carers.” 

The CNA also wants a review 
of community care legislation, in 
the light of the Gloucestershire 
ruling which allows social ser- 
vices to take their resources into 
account when providing care. 

e A report by local authority 
associations and the NHS Con- 
federation, Community Care 
Trends 1996/7{ is predicting 
that community care needs will 
soon only be met when a per- 
son’s life is at risk. The confed- 
eration’s community care 
spokesman, Chris Vellenoweth, 
said: “The report demonstrates 
how the further belt tightening 
has resulted in stringent limits.” 


*£8.00, 0171-490 8818 
t£7.50, 0171-296 6600 


Inquiry told 
baby was 
left to die 


The mother of a premature 
baby was told her child was 
“non viable” and claims her 
appeals for intensive care treat- 
ment were ignored. 

Rebecca Cassidy was born last 
September after a 25-week preg- 
nancy. She weighed only 11b 4oz 
and died in her mother’s arms. 

Giving evidence at a fatal acci- 
dent inquiry at Kilmarnock 
Sheriff Court in Scotland, 
Rebecca’s mother, Kirsty, 23, 
from Ayrshire, said: “[The doc- 
tor] just looked at her, and 
looked at me and said: ‘I’m 
sorry she’s too small, she’s not 
viable and there’s nothing I can 
do.’” 

Mrs Cassidy is calling for par- 
ents to be given more rights to 
demand treatment however slim 
a child’s chance of survival. 

But Faisal Al-Zidgali, pedia- 
trician at Ayrshire Central Hos- 
pital, who is accused of 
ignoring Mrs Cassidy’s pleas, 
said: “There was no treatment 
to offer and none to withhold. 

“It would have been futile, 
heroic and foolish trying to do 
something for a baby that, in 


any clinical judgment, was not | 


viable.” 


Dr Al-Zidgali denied he had | 


told Mrs Cassidy that Rebecca 
would have been disabled. 


A judgement on the case was | 


expected as DN went to press. 
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Victory heralds mass pay-outs 


Disability groups have wel- 
comed a House of Lords deci- 
sion which could mean deaf and 
visually impaired people will be 
£1,700 better off a year. 

The judgement ruled that 
Rebecca Halliday, 22, of Newark, 
can daim £33.10 weekly 
allowance to meet her everyday 
communication needs, such as 
paying a sign language interpreter 
to help with social activities. 

The Law Lords upheld a previ- 
ous Court of Appeal decision 


from 1995 which now means 
deaf and visually impaired peo- 
ple will be able to claim Disabil- 
ity Living Allowance middle 
rate, or Attendance Allowance 
lower rate, for those over 65, to 
meet social needs. 

The decision could cost the 
Department of Social Security 
(DSS) more than £50 million. In 
1994 the Social Security Com- 
missioner decided that Ms Hal- 
liday should get the help. But 
the department insisted her 


needs had to be essential. 
Announcing the decision Lord 
Slynn said: “The test in my view 
is whether the attention is rea- 
sonably required to enable the 
severely disabled person as far 
as normal to live a normal life.” 
Miss Halliday said: “I can now 
get on with my life and make 
plans for the future. It will allow 
me to be more independent. 
“This allowance should be for 
all disabled people because if 
you have a disability it costs 


more to have a reasonable qual- 
ity of life.” 

David Thomas, legal officer 
with the Child Poverty Action 
Group, which fought the case, 
said: “It opens the way for 
severely disabled people to have 
their real needs for a normal life 
considered.” 

And James Strachan, chief 
executive of the Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People, said: 
“We now urge the new Govern- 
ment to make available the nec- 


essary resources to ensure that 
this legal precedent becomes a 
practical reality.” 
¢ The DSS won a second case 
allowing it to refuse Attendance 
Allowance for laundry costs. 
Gladys Cockburn, 71, from 
Nottinghamshire, has arthritis 
but lost her claim for the 
allowance for extra laundry 
bills caused by incontinence. 
The Lords ruled this was indi- 
rect help and did not amount to 
help with bodily function. 


Leicester 
centre 
under fire 


An arts centre for disabled peo- 
ple, opened in a blaze of public- 
ity, has been criticised by local 
disability groups. 

The University of Leicester’s 
Richard Attenborough Centre 
for Disability and the Arts has 
moved to its own purpose-built 
complex from the basement of 
the students’ union, after five 
years of national and _ local 
fundraising. 

It was formally opened in 
May by Diana, Princess of 
Wales and will provide educa- 
tional opportunities for dis- 
abled people with an interest in 
the arts. 

However disability groups see 
it as just another day centre 


which segregates disabled peo-. 


ple. 

Jo Smith, an artist and mem- 
ber of the Leicestershire Coali- 
tion of Disabled People, said: 
“Our main argument was that 
if they were setting up yet 
another special centre then it 
should be a centre where quali- 
fied, disabled people who 
wanted to study the arts should 
be able to go for a recognised 
qualification. 

“They can’t do that here, 
which is why it gets dubbed the 
“Dicky Day Centre” because it 
is mostly used by local people, 
literally as a day centre.” 

Centre director, Dr Eleanor 
Hartley, said: “We are part of 
adult education so we can work 
towards part-time degrees, but 
as we have just set up, that is 
something for the future. 

“Being a fairly small enter- 
prise, we either go down the 
road of access courses, mixed 
adult education or degree 
work. It is difficult to do all 
those things. 

“Degree work would mean a 
major shift in everything we do 
here and we think most people 
want to come in to do adult 
education courses.” 


Success at a stroke: Paralympic swimmer Peter Hull is the star of a new 
BT advert using the slogan, “Don’t look at my disability. Look at the 
ability” to promote its work with disabled people. 


Woman bids to 
ease distress 


A woman with motor neurone 
disease (MND) is to ask the 
High Court to allow her to die a 
peaceful death. 

Annie Lindsell, 47, of Ted- 
dington, wants permission for 
her GP to prescribe drugs to 
ease her distress, even though 
they might shorten her life. 

She has had the fatal condi- 
tion, which causes nerve dam- 
age, paralysis, and muscle 
wasting, for five years. MND 
affects 5,000 people in the UK 
and death usually occurs three 
to five years after diagnosis. 

A hearing in the High Court 
which is set for July is expected 
to focus on a doctrine known as 
“double effect”. 

This means a doctor can give a 
patient drugs intended to ease 


pain, even though it could has- 
ten their death. However, this is 
not enshrined in law. 

Ms Lindsell’s lawyers are 
expected to ask for the doctrine 
to be extended to include the 
relief of distress. 

Ms Lindsell has been cam- 
paigning on euthanasia for the 
last year (DN, May), but her 
lawyers are expected to stress 
that she is not asking the court 
to approve euthanasia. 

MND Association spokesper- 
son, Laura Simone, said: “We 
will be very interested in the 
outcome because it raises issues 
which will be of interest to peo- 
ple with terminal illnesses. We 
do not support legalisation of 
euthanasia, but as far as we 
know, that is not the issue here.” 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 
Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 
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THE QUEEN'S AWARD FOR 
TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT 


The Intelligent 
Prosthesis Plus 


The award winning lower limb prosthesis only from Endolite 


The !P+ has won two prestigious awards in recognition of its 
unique design and function: 
The Prince of Wales Award for Innovation and The Queen’s Award 
for Technological Achievement. 


* 


For Innovation 
Winner 1996 


Order the intelligent Prosthesis Plus by contacting the Blatchford 
Sales Department on 01256 465771. 


Ve 


THE PRINCE OF WALES 
AWARD 


SILT TICGIN=! 


DisabilityNow July 1997 


8 Health news 


British 
women’s 
HRT gift 


A million women in the UK are 
to take part in the world’s 
biggest study into hormone 
replacement therapy (HRT). 

The study will examine the 
risk of women on HRT develop- 
ing breast cancer, after fears 
were raised that the treatment 
made tumours more difficult to 
detect (DN June). It will also 
examine whether the risk of 
cancer is increased and the risk 
of heart disease is reduced. 

The study is being carried out 
by the Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund along with the 
NHS Breast Screening Pro- 
gramme. 

Women between the ages of 50 
and 64 who have a breast cancer 
screening will be asked whether 
they have ever used HRT, and 
asked about their lifestyle and 
reproductive history. 

Professor Valerie Beral of the 
Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund, who will co-ordinate the 
study, said: “Britain is the only 
country in the world that can 
carry out this study because it is 
the only one with the combina- 
tion of a large population and a 
comprehensive national breast 
screening programme. This is 


knowledge that the women of 
Britain, and probably Britain 
alone, can give the women of 


Se es 


by GPs, the Arthritis and 
Rheumatism Council (ARC) 
has warned. 


a 


“Half an hour could save your sight”: The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind has launched a national campaign urging people to 
have an eye test. It is also calling for free tests to be reintroduced for 
over-60s, and for Afro-Carribean people over 25. ciive TOTMAN FOR RNIB 


the world.” 
Doctors hope to have some 
results within five years. 


GPs told: 
‘Be alert’ 


A little known disease, which 
attacks up to 30,000 people in 
the UK, is often misdiagnosed 


It is worried that lupus, which . 


can cause kidney failure, 
destroy joints, and result in 
miscarriage is often mistaken 
for other conditions. Nine out 
of ten people affected are 
women. 

The ARC has launched a cam- 
paign to raise awareness among 
GPs. 

Professor David Isenberg, of 
University College, London, 


Roadshow 

Launch-Pad 
for new 
Chairman 
Voyager 


said: “The factors which under- 
lie lupus are very similar to those 
which underlie other autoim- 
mune diseases such as diabetes 
and multiple sclerosis. It can also 
mimic schizophrenia. Many 
patients are sent to see a 
rheumatologist because doctors 
think they’ve got arthritis.” 
Early treatment is vital, he said. 


it's Enor- 
mouse 


American scientists have cre- 
ated a mighty mouse, using a 
technique which could one day 
help people with wasting condi- 
tions such as muscular dystro- 
phy. 

The team based at Johns Hop- 
kins University in Maryland 
removed a gene involved in mus- 
cle growth: called growth differ- 
entiation factor 8 (GDF 8) from 
the mouse. 

The result was a mouse with 
muscles two or three times 
larger than normal. 

One of the researchers who 
discovered the gene, Dr Se-Jin 
Lee, said: “Our research may 
ultimately lead to the develop- 
ment of new therapies for 
patients with muscular dystro- 
phy or with muscle wasting 
from chronic diseases such as 
cancer and AIDS.” But he 
warned that it could be a long 


time before any treatments were 
developed and there was a lack 
of knowledge at present. 


Sniffing 
success? 


A nasal spray could help people 
with asthma and damaged 
immune systems avoid the 
problems brought by the com- 
mon cold. 

The spray, being developed by 
the German drugs company 
Boehringer Ingelheim, combats 
the rhino or “nose virus”, which 
although only one of five 
groups of viruses causing a 
cold, acounts for 30-40 per cent 
of them. 

It attacks humans by locking 
onto sticky substances in the 
nose called Icam receptors. 

The spray, which stops this 
from happening, is set to 
undergo further tests. 

Dr Ron Eccles, director of the 
Common Cold Centre at the 
University of Wales, said: “The 
problem is you don’t know 
whether you have a rhino virus 
or something else. 

“But it might be useful for high 
risk groups such as those with 
lowered immune systems or res- 
piratory diseases to have a spray 
handy so that they could use it to 
get relief from the the colds 
which are caused by it.” 


Picture shows one of the models in the Chairman Voyager range, at Beaulieu, home of Lord Montague 


The Ultimate Journey 


year, rear-entry Chairman 


other accessible people-carrier 


front” alongside the driver. This is 


The vehicle every wheelchair 
user has been waiting for was 
launched recently at the DDMC 
Freedom Festival at Beaulieu. 
Lord Montague of Beaulieu , the 
Festival’s host, did the honours 
for manufacturer Gowrings 
Mobility and the car took pride of 
place in the famous Motor 
Cavalcade at the end of the day. 
With the Chrysler Voyager 
experiencing unprecedented 
success in the U.K. people carrier 
market since its launch at the 
International Motor Show last 


Voyager combines this ultimate on the market. 
driving experience with Gowrings 
first-class coachbuilding 
expertise to make access and 
security for the wheelchair user 
second to none. 

Exceptionally roomy and 
comfortable inside, with rear- 
lowering suspension and all the 
attention to detail expected from 
a Gowrings conversion, it handles 
like a prestige car. 

From just £24,999 (ex-VAT) 
Chairman Voyager is ready to 
take on the challenge of any 


now possible with this exciting 
new model. 

Gowrings Mobility have a strong 
order book, with the first 
Chairman Voyager Owners 
looking forward to taking delivery 
on the new plate in August 


Nationwide Drive & Ride 
For further information, or to 
make an appointment for a 
demonstration of a Chairman 
Voyager, ring Jerry Oxley or 
Sue McGregor on 0800 220878. 


Drive from the Chair 
Following swiftly on the launch of 
the rear-entry model, Gowrings 
Mobility plan to bring to the 
market a side-entry Voyager 
which can accommodate a solo 
wheelchair driver. 


Front Seat Passenger 
Comfort 

For over 30 years many 
Chairman Owners have 
expressed a preference to sit “up 
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News 9 


Halfway 
House 


“And we don’t want your sort spoiling our ‘Local Atmosphere’...!” 


Bad move spoils trip 


A couple had their round-the- 
world cruise spoilt after a seat- 
ing bungle on their flight back 
to the UK. 

Gill Sloane and her husband, 
Idris, from Norfolk, (right) who 
had a major stroke four years 
ago and uses a_ wheelchair, 
booked a trip with P & O 
Cruises, flying home from San 
Francisco with Virgin Atlantic. 

But despite telling P & O that 
they needed extra leg room, 
they found their seats midway 
down the aisle. 

“We were told no special 
instructions had been 
received,” Mrs Sloane said. 

“Tf it had not been for another 


passenger who exchanged seats, 
I cannot imagine what a strain 
this flight would have been. 


“It is worrying that airlines 
can change their seating plans — 
even for disabled people.” 


spokesperson Karen 


said: “If we had 


Virgin 
Donovan 


received instructions, which we 
did not, a note would have been 
put into their ticket booking to 
say Mr Sloane was in a 
wheelchair and would require a 
seat with lots of leg room. 

“These seats cannot be allo- 
cated that much in advance so 
he wouldn’t have been guaran- 
teed a special seat, though our 
sales department have assured 
me that Mr Sloane would have 
had a nine out of ten chance of 
getting one.” 

P & O spokesman Kate Spillane 
said: “P & O cannot allocate 
seating. We made sure Virgin 
knew Mr Sloane needed leg 


room.” 


The neighbours 
nobody wants 


Fear and ignorance of mentally 
ill people is causing an increase 
in the “not in my back yard” or 
NIMBY Syndrome, in areas 
where housing or facilities are 
provided for them. 

A survey published in June by 
the mental health charity MIND 
reveals evidence of violence 
against staff and users, vandal- 
ism, verbal abuse and organised 
protests by local residents. 

The survey, Respect*, was 
published as part of a new cam- 
paign to prevent the abuse. 

MIND questioned more than 
200 service providers, including 
local Mind associations, NHS 
trusts and housing associations. 

It found more than half of new 
projects had been delayed 
because of problems with plan- 
ning permission. Among local 
Mind associations, 30 per cent 
had cancelled plans for facilities, 
while others were forced to close. 

Irene Chaloner, general man- 
ager of the Bromley User 
Group, said: “Our van was 


The importance of disability 
sport has been recognised with 
a lottery cash boost. 

The Lottery Sports Fund has 
awarded £135,000 to the 
British Paralympic Association 
which will allow it to appoint a 
sports technical director for 


plastered with slogans like 
‘schizophrenics go home’ and 
the fence and house were 
daubed with paint and abuse.” 

Of the groups questioned, 40 
per cent said the NIMBY syn- 
drome had become worse dur- 
ing the last five years. 

The public cited various rea- 
sons for their objections: fear 
for children’s safety (54 per 
cent); fear of violence (51 per 
cent); fear for falling house 
prices (53 per cent); and a gen- 
eral dislike of people with men- 
tal health problems (51 per 
cent). None were based on per- 
sonal experience. 

Mind’s national director, Judi 
Clements, said: “This report 
highlights how damaging the 
‘mad, bad and dangerous’ 
stereotype has been and still is. 
We need a stronger emphasis 
on public education and infor- 
mation around mental health 
issues.” 


*£6.50, Mind, tel: 0181-519 2122 


New sporting chance 


the first time. The sports direc- 
tor will co-ordinate and 
develop training and competi- 
tion programmes for each sport 
in the run-up to the 1998 win- 
ter Olympics and the Para- 
lympic Games in Sydney in 
2000. 


A training first 
Specialised teachers who work 
with people with motor disor- 
ders will be trained in the UK 
for the first time. 

A new degree course, run 
jointly by the National Institute 
of Conductive Education and 
the University of Wolverhamp- 
ton, will train students in con- 
ductive education — the Peto 
method — which helps disabled 
people gain body control. 


Help for Motability 


Disabled people around the 
country will benefit every time 
a shopper uses a new credit 
card from Motability. The 
Corgi Classics Mastercard will 
pay royalties to the scheme 
when the card is used. 


Tel: (0800) 716097. 


Scope shops plea 


Scope shops in seaside towns 
and rural areas have a desperate 
shortage of volunteers. Tel: 
(01908) 200022 if you can help. 


Two 
country's 


manufacturer. Semi-permanent 
systems also available. Please 
phone or fax for a brochure or 


further information. 


folding ramps from the 
leading glassfibre ; 


Ballybrakes 
Industrial Park 
Ballymoney 

Co. Antrim BT53 6LG 
Tel: 01265 665044 
Fax: 01265 667044 


SUPPLIERS TO NHS, 
SOCIAL SERVICES & 
MAJOR UK CHARITIES 


Independence and 


Comfort at the Touch 


of a Button! 


Working closely with various voluntary organisations 
we are committed to offering the very best 
to people with individual requirements. 


oe Optional Height Adjustment 
Y Free Mainland Delivery 


v4 Optional 10 point Massaging System 


BaKare Beds Limited, 
Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH 
FAX 01752 341190 


now on OL752 342222 risers 
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Easy does it: Minister for Employment and Disability Rights, Andrew 
Smith, joins model Heather Mills to launch the EASE awards — Ease 
of Access, Service and Employment — run by the Queen Elizabeth 
Foundation to reward good accessibility, tel: (01372) 842204. 


Slide into your cat..... 
cr save money! 


Install a CARONY 
wheelchair & your 
new car is VAT 
EXEMPT! 


Transfer from 
wheelchair to car 
without leaving 


your seat! 


The new CARONY from Sweden is now available in 
the UK! 

Comfortable Recaro seat - easy on your back! 
Precision engineered ee - easy On your carers 
ack! 

Safe & reliable - crash tested & approved. 
Interested? 

Phone Steering Developments on 01442 212918 
for a brochure or demonstration. 


Leadership 


Consortium 


Training tatonted disabled people for top jobs 


Are you Managing? 


There are many outstanding disabled people whose development and 
contribution to industry, commerce, the public and voluntary sectors has 
been curtailed, not because of their disability but through the failure of 
employers or mainstream training agencies to remove unnecessary 
obstacles. The Leadership Consortium is doing something about this and 
is delighted to announce that we are again looking for applicants on the 
unique Leadership Development Programme for disabled people. 


If you can say YES to the following contact us for further information: 


* Are you looking for personal development and professional 
management training? 

* Can you use the training offered in the position you are in now? 

* Can you demonstrate strong leadership and entrepreneurial skills? 

* Can you work to mutual benefit? 

* Can you commit yourself to a flexible two year training programme? 

* Are you willing to work with us as we champion the managerial talent 
of disabled people to other companies? 


The Leadership Consortium is a partnership of major employers 
including: 

® Midland Bank 

* Barclays Bank 

* J Sainsbury ple 

* The Post Office 

* Marks & Spencer 

= TB 

* The Cabinet Office (OPS) 

* McDonald’s Restaurants Ltd 
* The Coverdale Organisation 


Partners in The Leadership Consortium sponsor selected bursary holders 


through a rich menu of training opportunities and allocate a mentor for 
the duration of the programme. 


For further information please contact David Baker at The Leadership 
Consortium on 0171 403 9433 (Tel) or 0171 403 0404 (Fax). 
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Increasing widespread abuse of 
elderly people, children and 
care home residents has sparked 
calls for tighter rules for care 
home staff. 

Last month, the National Regis- 
ter for Carers reported more than 
40 cases of abuse by care assis- 
tants in homes across the UK. 

And a new survey by the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Society 
revealed one in ten carers had 
relatives who had been mis- 
treated by residential home staff. 

It also found staff were often 
undertrained and inexperienced 
and that relatives were some- 
times too frightened to com- 
plain. 

The claims of abuse follow the 
deaths of seven elderly residents 


at Elmstead House, a private 
nursing home in Hendon, and 
the convictions of a former 
nursing home director, Angela 
Rowe, and two colleagues, 
Desmond Tully and Lorraine 
Field, for ill treatment of resi- 
dents with learning difficulties 
in two private care homes in 
Buckinghamshire. 

Ginny Jenkins, director of 
Action on Elder Abuse, said she 
was not surprised by the findings. 

“This confirms all we knew. 
The Alzheimer’s Disease Soci- 
ety is yet another organisation 
starting to speak out. The fear 
relatives face is phenomenal.” 

Stephanie Coningham, from 
Tunbridge Wells, told DN her 
mother Mary Watts, 83, was 


Leaving money to 
someone with a 


learning disability 


How CAN YOU LEAVE MONEY in your Will to someone with a 
learning disability (what used to be known as mental handicap) 
who may not be able to manage money or property on their 
own? And how do you do so without reducing their entitlement 
to State help? The answers are in an informative FREE booklet 
from Mencap (The Royal Society for Mentally Handicapped 


Children and Adults). For your copy, write to: 


Marion Young, Mencap, Room 111, FREEPOST, 
123 Golden Lane, London EC1B 1AA. 


Or phone FREE, quoting reference 111 , on 


0500 243444 


A registered charity No. 222377 


Win the award winning 
Easy Rider worth £1295 


—_—C 


ee 
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To enter just fill in 
a postcard with 
your details and 

send to Chevron c/o 
The Greenbank 
Project, Freepost 

NWW 3224, 
Liverpool L17 1BR. 
Closing date 
31/10/97 
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comprehensive range of lightweight 


wheelchairs & bespoke products 


Chevron 
18 Summers Road, Brunswick Business 
Park, Liverpool L3 4BL 


Tel 0151 707 1146 
Dicahilinmownlsledogg SSS SSS 


Abuse cases on the rise 


sexually assaulted at Etheldred 
House in Cambridgeshire. 

She said: “An 83-year-old man 
with Alzheimer’s Disease came 
into the home and was found in 
my mother’s bed, sexually 
assaulting her. 

“The social worker seemed 
unable to prevent anything like 
it from happening again and the 
staffing levels were not suffi- 
cient to cope.” 

Harold Bodmer, of Cambridge 
Social Services, said: “This issue 
did not arise because of poor 
staffing levels, but because of 
poor training. We’ve done a lot 
of work on this issue since.” 


The Action on Elder Abuse 
Helpline, tel: 0181-679 7074. 


Continence 
supplies are 
running short 


Free continence supplies ' for 
severely disabled children are 
under threat, the Association 
for Spina Bifida and Hydro- 
cephalus (ASBAH) has warned. 

Parents of children, who get 
free continence pads for their 
children after the age of three, 
may soon have to wait until the 
child is five, the charity says. 

In a survey of NHS Trusts in 
June, most said they only gave 
out an average of four or five 
pads each day even though 
some children might need dou- 
ble that amount. 

ASBAH executive director, 
Andrew Russell, said: “We 
regard continence supplies as 
an important health service. If 
market forces means forcing 
people to buy their own sup- 
plies then we support a free 
health service for disabled peo- 
ple 

Mum Helen Willson, of Lich- 
field, who had to fight to get 
supplies for her three-year-old 
daughter Beth, after her health 
authority raised its qualifica- 
tion age, said: “Other parents in 
the same situation will find it 
very disheartening. 

“To have a child with a bowel 
or bladder problem is bad 
enough — but to pay for nappies 
for a lot longer adds insult to 
injury.” 


All change 


Change, the organisation for 
people with learning disabilities 
and sensory impairments, has 
produced an illustrated guide 
on making services and infor- 
mation accessible. 

The Right Track - More 
Access Please, is available in 
print, braille and on tape, tel: 
0171-272 7774. 


THIS IS MARY. 
SHE CAN’T DRIVE. 
THAT’S WHY 
SHE WAS SO 
PLEASED TO GET 
HER NEW CAR. 


You don't have to be able to 
drive to benefit from the Motability 
Scheme. You can nominate someone 
to do the driving for you, a parent, 
your partner, or carer. 

If you receive the higher rate 
mobility allowance, or are registered 
as disabled, you can choose from 
a wide range of ford cars and 
suddenly, the world is your oyster. 

Youll have the freedom to visit 
who you want, whenever you want. 
(Of course, you'll now have no excuse 


for not visiting the people you've 
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successfully avoided all this time.) 


As the most popular scheme 
also rites insurance, roadside 
assistance cover, servicing and the 
support of one of the U-K’s largest 
CES of ‘Motability’ dealers, 
you wont have to make any 
unscheduled stops along the way. 

So, even if your disability 
prevents you from driving, it 
shouldn't prevent you from getting 
out and about. 

If you need more information 
on ford and the ‘Motability’ scheme, 


call free on 0800 240 241. 


= 


‘MOTABILITY’ 
Get up and go. 


0800 240 241 


quoting reference M83 


Disabilitynow July 1997 


: , 


12 


The Toyota Starlet | 
is now available at ___-—-——_- ; 
nil rentals. 


The Toyota Starlet is available through the “Motability” 
Scheme at nil rentals for both manual and automatic 


models. It’s a little car that’s sure to give you big ideas. 


With power-assisted steering, driver’s airbag and side 
impact beams, you'll always be guaranteed a comfortable 


and safe journey. 


The Sportif version also boasts superb fuel economy of 
up to 55.4 mpg at 56 mph’ and all Starlets come with 


Toyota’s comprehensive 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. 


For more information and for your nearest dealer, please 


complete the coupon or call us free on: 


0800 777 555. 


Please complete coupon and 

send to: Toyota (GB) Limited, 
Information Service, 12 Fenton Way, 
Basildon SSI5 6SL. 

Please send information on: 


|| Hatchbacks (| People carriers 


| 

| 

| 

L] Saloons L] Van conversions 
Name | 
Address ; 
| 

Post Code | 

Current Car: Make 
Modelaee | re wilh st 1 Date’of Reg ; 
>) TOYOTA 
=e q | 

o eye 
varenty MYpotability 


. 


Initial rental for model illustrated Starlet 1.3 5Dr CD is £600. “I.3 Sportif Manual mpg (1/100 km): Urban 39.8 (7.1), 56 mph 55.4 (5.1), 75 mph 40.4 (7.0). 


THE LITTLE CAR IN FRONT WITH THE BIG IDEAS IS THE @) TOYOTA STARLET 
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EC Schoolchildren hit by ME bug 


Esther under fire 


Esther Rantzen has defended | 


her tv style 
after fellow 
producer 
Paul Watson 
attacked her 
coverage of 
disability issues. 

At a conference on the volun- 
tary sector and the media 
organised by the Media Trust, 
Mr Watson, who was responsi- 
ble for documentaries such as 
The Home, criticised Ms 
Rantzen. He later said she pro- 
moted images of brave victims. 

But Ms Rantzen said her pro- 
grammes had often carried out 
disability-related campaigns, 
while his were too intrusive. 

“The practical fact is we 
changed laws and practice.” 

She added that she featured 
survivors not victims. “There 
are people who have disabilities 
who are extraordinarily coura- 
geous and give us all pause for 
thought.” 


Russians starving 

A British-based charity has 
come to the aid of people in a 
Russian psychiatric hospital 
after 23 patients died during 
food shortages. 

The Yaroslavl Regional Psychi- 
atric Hospital had its funding 
withdrawn by the _ regional 
administration because of cash 
shortages. After the local coun- 
cil also failed to provide fund- 
ing, inmates were left with a 
diet of potato and water soup. 

Many female residents have no 


mattresses and were left naked. _ 


WomenAid International has 
supplied food and needs funds 
to provide clothing and _ bed- 
ding. 

Founder Pida Ripley said: 
“The sight of the women naked 
in the ward is horrifying. The 
Regional authority has now 
said it will resume funding but 
this has not happened yet. We 


A new study claims that ME or 
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome is 
responsible for long-term sick- 
ness absence in 51 per cent of 
school pupils. 

The report, published in the 
American Journal of Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome in May, 
found 39 per cent of ME cases 
occurred in groups. 

It also found that many staff 
in the 1,098 schools surveyed, 
also contracted the condition. 

One of the authors, Jane 
Colby, a former headteacher 


who has ME, said the grouping 
or “clustering” pattern sug- 
gested ME was caused by an 
infection. 

She is now urging the Govern- 
ment to carry out more detailed 
research into the possible physi- 
cal causes of ME and to develop 
support strategies for pupils 
and school staff. 

“One of the reasons we did 
this survey is because there have 
been other studies in schools 
which have shown clusters and 
we wanted to find out whether 


this was a general pattern and 
what we have found out is that 
there is. 

“The biggest cluster we found 
was across a number of schools 
and that was all along a very 
heavily polluted river valley. It is 
well known that you find ME 
anywhere where you get pol- 
luted water and I think this is 
definitely something which 
wants looking at.” 

Other findings suggest a rise 
in ME during puberty, with 
most cases found in pupils aged 


15. Girls were twice as likely to 
contract the condition. 

Rachel Sandford, 22, from Ply- 
mouth, got ME when she was 
15 and has been off school ever 
since. She said her teachers were 
not interested. 

“Attitudes have improved. The 
consultant I first saw was very 
sceptical and decided I was psy- 
chiatrically ill though 
when I saw the psychiatrist she 
could find nothing — that 
wouldn’t be caused by a long- 
term illness.” 


even 


Good buys 
for Barnet 


Disabled people in the bor- 
ough of Barnet will soon have 
better access to their local 
shopping centre once the Brent 
Cross Shopmobility scheme 
opens. 

Mayor of Barriet, Councillor 
Agnes Slocombe, and the Min- 
ister for Employment and Dis- 
ability Rights, Andrew Smith, 
were at the opening ceremony 
to launch construction work of 
the Shopmobility office. 

Councillor Alan Williams said: 
“After the Barnet 2000 confer- 
ence last July, Barnet Council 
promised we would provide 
Shopmobility schemes across the 
Borough and we are delighted 
with this first scheme.” 

There are already 171 Shop- 
mobility centres open across 
the UK, hiring out wheelchairs 
and scooters. 


Visionary: Kyle Payne finds it’s good to talk using the latest video 
conferencing technology. The five-year-old works with Nicky Cooper, 
his support teacher, at St Martin’s School in Salisbury, to talk to speech 
therapist Karen Montgomery (on screen). | CAN, the national charity 
for children with special educational needs, has teamed up with BT to 
launch Teach Speech, which connects child and teacher with a speech 
therapist using videotelephony — technology which had been previ- 
ously reserved for international boardrooms. 


EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE 
ALDERSLEY EXCEL RANGE 


a 
pig 


Let’s go 
to work 


Young disabled people with a 
business idea are being urged to 
contact the Prince’s Youth Busi- 
ness Trust. 

Last year the Trust set up 201 
disabled people in business (five 
per cent of the total helped) and 
it is aiming to increase the fig- 
ure to 320 this year. 

Chief executive Richard Street 
said he was frustrated more 
people did not try the trust for 
help in setting up a company. 
“Don’t be afraid to come for- 
ward — it’s perfectly possible,” he 
said. 

Mr Street was speaking at the 
launch of the Boost project, a 
new scheme which will provide 
personal counselling, as well as 
the grants, loans and advice the 
Trust already provides. 


Prince’s Trust, gels 0171-543 1234 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
and VOLKSWAGEN 
Wheelchair Accessible 
Conversions 


¢ [} EXCEL TREKKA 


Underfloor & Inboard lifts & Ramps 
Wheelchair & Occupant restraint systems 


AMF Ricon PLS Ratclif Unwin NMI etc 


will make sure that sufficient 


3 Juniors and the smaller 
food goes in until the money Pag 
© 


adult up to 10 stones 


starts flowing.” && Wide wheels 
First of its . {y for stability 
kind & ‘ 
A g Ideal trekker 
Up to 50 stone e gy 


carrying capacity & 
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WomenAid, tel: 0171-839 1790 


CoTrim specialise in wheelchair 
accessible conversions for both 
Mercedes V Class and Vitos, and 


Suspension for comfort 


Deafblind help on line 
National charity Deafblind UK 
has set up a 24-hour helpline for 
deafblind people and their car- 
ers to give advice to them, their 
carers and professionals. 

Staff can take calls from voice 
phones, minicoms and braille- 
based units, tel: (0800) 132320. 


Tested by Blackpool 


Wheelchair Evaluation Centre Manoeuvrable and 


Volkswagen Caravelles. We are a 
compact 


recognised Mercedes Body 
Builder and Volkswagen 
Compatible Design Converter. 


v¢, 
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Customizedto  ¢ ¢ 

suit client et 
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EXCEL att 
SUPREME S@Motability 


Aldersley Battery Chairs Limited 

24-26 Old Meeting Road, Coseley, 

West Midlands WV14 8HB 

Tel: 0121 520 6942 
Fax: 0121 522 4833 


Versatile 
indoor and 


outdoor j : 
We are also a recognised installer 


of many leading makes of lifts 
and ramps including AME, 
Ricon, PLS and Ratclif. In 
addition we carry out customised 
upholstery 
conversions, 
for example 
cloth to 
leather, to 
high 


standards. 


Carer or user 
control 


Over the moon... 

Runner Chris Moon, from Sur- 
rey, who lost an arm and a leg 
clearing mines for charity 
(April, DN) has raised nearly 
£80,000 to help victims of land- 
mines after running 137 miles in 
the Sahara Marathon. 


Colrim 


Personalised Vehicle 
Conversions 


COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 


COTRIM, ANTON MILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, 
SP10 2RW TELEPHONE: 01264 332665 


ised Body Builder - Mercedes 
Official WW Compatible Design Converter 
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Albania’s other conflict — 


Oxfam’s Sue Flook 
describes the 
charity’s tough task 


Disabled after a building site 
accident at the age of 16, 
Chimmy Doma lay in bed for 
nine years because no 
wheelchair was available. He is 
one of an estimated 300,000 
disabled people in Albania. 

The country has a population 
of three million and is the 
poorest in Europe. It suffered 
one of the harshest regimes in 
Eastern Europe until the 
collapse of communism in the 
early 1990s. 

Under communism, disabled 
people were deemed an 
“embarrassment” to the nation 
and largely kept out of sight. It 
was only in 1995 when Oxfam 
donated some wheelchairs that 
Chimmy left the house for the 
first time in his adult life. 

Hospital facilities are basic 
and have been further stretched 
since the widespread riots, 
which started earlier this year 
in response to chronic 
economic mismanagement by 
the government. Poor medical 
facilities have led to a high 
incidence of amputation and 
spinal chord injury. After-care 
and rehabilitation services, 
such as physiotherapy, are rare. 

Oxfam started work in 
Albania in 1992. It found 
widespread isolation and 
mobility problems — in some 


Engjellushe Spahinllari received one of Oxfam’s first wheelchairs 


mountainous village areas it had 
been known for disabled people 
never to leave their houses. 

Disability benefit, ranging 
from £5-£9 a month, is only 
available to those injured at 
work who have paid national 
insurance contributions and 
many disabled people are 
totally dependent on their 
families. 

Oxfam funded a Disability 
Unit in the capital Tirana in 


1994. The unit offered a base 
from which people could meet 
and organise and, as a 
temporary measure, 25 
wheelchairs were provided. 

The unit employs four local 
workers and its central role is 
to give information about legal 
rights and services. Training is 
given to external organisations 
on disability awareness. 

The unit has built up a good 


relationship with state tv whose 


support will be vital in helping 
to change attitudes. 

Through the unit, Shgipe 
Zekthi, the project officer, 
became the first disabled 
Albanian woman to travel to an 
international conference — the 
United Nations Conference on 
Women in Beijing in 1995. 

Shqipe also set up the first 
disabled women’s group in the 
country — an alternative to the 
existing male dominated 
meetings. Through regular 
contact and networking, the 
women have gradually gained 
confidence. 

“Now at last, disabled people 
in this country are starting to 
share their knowledge to solve 
their problems,” she said. 

Legislation covering the 
provision of mobility aids and 
state benefits, employment, 


Shqipe Zekthi (left) vit the orice women’s group 
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REPAIRED. 


available for adapted vans 


CHARTWELL 


INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


FOREIGN USE COVER IN THE EU FOR 90 DAYS PER POLICY TERM. 
PREMIUMS PAYABLE OVER 10 MONTHS 


Established Over 30 Years 


OUR NEW “FREEDOM MOTOR POLICY” GIVES YOU “THE CLIENT” THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE 
WHAT YOU WANT FROM A MOTOR POLICY. FOR EXAMPLE DOES YOUR POLICY OR QUOTATION 
COVER THE FOLLOWING AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOU? 


NEW _FOR OLD ON YOUR VEHICLE ADAPTIONS. 


A FREE COURTESY CAR (OR £25.00 ALLOWANCE PER DAY TOWARDS TRAVELLING EXPENSES IF YOU 
CANNOT USE A COURTESY CAR OR IF A CAR IS NOT AVAILABLE) WHILST YOUR CAR IS BEING 


(subject to status and appropriate interest charge). 


REPLACEMENT LOCKS COVER WITHOUT LOSS OF NO CLAIMS BONUS UP TO £500.00 IN ONE 
INSURANCE YEAR IF YOUR CAR KEYS ARE LOST. 


IF YOUR CURRENT POLICY OR QUOTATION DOES NOT INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING 
AUTOMATICALLY, pee YOU SHOULD CALL OUR OFFICE FOR A QUOTATION (the above policy is also 


0181-958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 
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access, transport and education 
was passed in 1992, none of 
which has been adequately 
implemented. By providing 
advocacy and legal 
representation, Oxfam has 
lobbied to secure some of these _ 
rights: a disability institution : 
recently increased the number 
of wheelchairs available and, 
before the conflict, the level of 
state benefit was increased. 

It is estimated that there are 
15,000 potential wheelchair 
users in Albania and to help 
meet the severe shortage of 
affordable wheelchairs, Oxfam 
set up a workshop with the 
specialist UK organisation, 
Motivation. 

About 20 wheelchairs are 
produced each month at a cost 
of £150 each — donated free to 
those who need them most. 


RHODRI JONES 


The conflict which developed 
this year has set back some of the 
progress made and will affect 
disability work in the future. 

Oxfam’s offices and the 
workshop were closed for a 
couple of weeks to protect 
staff, and equipment was taken 
to people’s homes for safety. 

The suspension of all state 
benefits has forced many 
disabled people to turn to their 
families for financial assistance. 
Staff referral visits have been 
suspended because travel, 
particularly to remote areas, is 
dangerous. 

Fear of armed gangs has led to 
disabled people being heavily 
protected by their families — even 
to nightly vigils. 

As the country prepares itself 
for a June election, Luli Gjeka, 
Oxfam’s representative in 
Albania, said their immediate 
concern was to give money to 
those who had lost income as a 
result of the collapse of the 
pyramid investment systems. 

“We'd like to get back on 
track and look at developing 
our work with specific groups 
such as women and young 
people.” 
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Flying in 


the face 


of reason 


Helen Gregory 
finds pilot David 
Skidmore keeps his 
feet on the ground 


As you read this, David Skid- 
more is probably executing a 
perfect solo landing in his sin- 
gle-engine plane, his false arms 
dexterously working the intri- 
cate control panel. 

David is thought to be the 
only pilot in Britain to fly with 
such major amputations and 
the Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) has now awarded him 
his private pilot’s licence. 

The CAA put David, 58, and 
his arms, through stringent 
medical tests “to check they 
wouldn’t fall off in mid-air” — 
arms which, although they 
appear rudimentary, are 
dextrous, strong and gentle. 

A straight-talking family man, 
David is a retired solicitor who 
worked for Thompsons law 
firm for most of his career. 

He started as a post room 
clerk and left the firm as a 
senior partner. In 1993 the Law 
Society appointed him as the 
first chief assessor of the 
Personal Injury Panel, which 
brings together a list of nearly 
3,000 solicitors specialising in 
personal injury. 

Only a few years ago, a 
disabled person looking for 
legal help in a certain part of 
the country took their chances 
on who represented them. Now, 
the panel can put them in touch 
with a local expert solicitor. 

Surely a great public service? 
David downplays the 
achievement with his usual 
modest dismissal: “No, just an 
administrative job.” 

It was while doing national 
service in Cyprus that a car 
smashed into the young David’s 
lorry on a trip to Famagusta. 
He was thrown onto the road 
and run over. “In the hospital I 
was told I had lost both arms 
and I went back to sleep. It 
wasn’t the devastating blow 
that some people think.” 

He jokes dryly that once back 
in Britain, the firm felt obliged 
to honour its socialist roots and 
re-employ the newly disabled, 
unqualified clerk on a month’s 
trial, a trial which became a 30- 
year career. 


Now retired and living in 
Shenfield, Essex, David says he 
has even less time to devote to 
the charity work which has 
made up a big part of his life. 

His son Graham, 25, has 
learning difficulties, and David 
has worked tirelessly, 
fundraising and setting up 
support groups to help his son 
and others like him in the area. 
He also has two grown-up 
teacher daughters. 

However high-flying his 
achievements, David is 
perennially stoic. 


‘When you are 
disabled you’ve always 
got the ability to show 
off because people 
think you are cleverer 
than you really are.’ 


“The flying is just another 
part of my life — [I’m not 
particularly proud of it. 

“Ts it seen as daring and 
glamorous? I suppose so,” he 
smiles very slightly. “I just did 


tn 


David is probably the first pilot with no arms to fly solo in the UK 


it to show myself and others 
that I could. Disability is not 
the end of the world.” 

David thinks attitudes have 
changed over the years. “People 
will always stare because it’s 
human nature, but I’ve become 
immune.” 

He is proud of his clean 
driving licence but, before 
taking any credit, adds quickly: 
“When you are disabled you’ve 
always got the ability to show 
off because people think you 
are cleverer than you really are. 

“My driving examiner asked 
me to do some hand-signals 
during my test — he hadn’t 
realised I had no arms — that 
was quite a compliment.” 

Nothing seems to phase him, 
and he admits he is too 
arrogant to have role models — 
even the obvious war hero 


Douglas Bader. “He was a good 


pilot, but it’s easier to fly 
without legs. 

“Everything someone with no 
arms does is more difficult 
than if you are able-bodied; 
doing up my shirt button gives 


‘E-D 


NICOLA KURTZ 


me more trouble than flying. 
“There’s not much I can’t do 
if I try. I used to play the 
trumpet before I lost my arms. I 
don’t think I could now — 
although I could try the bugle.” 


MINOVATIVE PRODUCTS FOR PEOPLE VOTH SPECIAL NEEDS 


Access Technology * Communication 
Powered Mobility * Special Seating 


Integrated Systems 


Aporess: 

Quest Enasuinc Desicns Ltp 
242 Gosport Roao 

FAREHAM 

Hants PO16 0SS 


TeLepHone: (01329) 828444 
Facsmice: (01329) 828800 
E Mau: SALES@QEDL1to.uK.com 


Visrt QED on THe INTERNET: 
www.QEDLtp.uK.com 


Please quote ref: Q52 when replying to this advertisement, thank you. 


It’s Blackpool, it’s November, it must be 


_.. All Round Ability 


| am interested in All Round Ability. 


C) as an exhibitor 
C) as a visitor 


ier number of people 


Please send details to: 


Position 
Organisation 
Address 


Return this coupon to 


All Round Ability 


Who should exhibit? 
Manufacturers and suppliers of 
the following services: 

@ Personal care and family welfare 
@ Education and information 

@ Public and building access 

@ Mobility and transport 

@ Technological aids 

@ Alternative therapy 

@ Holiday care 


Maria Adderley & Associates Ltd 
209 Greenwich High Road, 


London SE10 8NB 


All Round Ability is an independent 


exhibition to accompany the Scope National 
Conference to be held at the Norbreck Castle 
Hotel, Blackpool on 7 & 8 November 1997. 

If you would like to exhibit, return the coupon 
for a complete floor plan and information on 
space still available. 

If you would like to visit All Round Ability 


return the coupon for your complimentary 
tickets. 


Who should visit? 

@ Disabled people 

@ Families and carers 

@ Professionals 

@ Employers 

@ Representatives of local authorities 

@ Voluntary organisations 

@ Charities working with disabled people 
@ Purchasers of equipment for centres 
@ The media 


—_ 
SCOPE 


Endorsed by 


Disabilitywow 
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I'll do it my way 


In the first of a 

three part series, 
Lisa Hitchen talks 
to three people who 
have learnt to live 
with chronic pain 


Imagine living in constant pain 
every day, every week, every 
year or experiencing recurrent 
pains when you try to get up, 
walk about or even sit for long 
periods. This is what living 
with chronic (or long term) 
pain can be like. 

One in ten people experience 
chronic pain on a daily basis. 
Pain can be brought on by 
many diseases or conditions 
including back pain, arthritis 
and diabetes. Post traumatic 
pain can also follow accidents. 

Pain is very individual and 
can be physical, mental or 
emotional. That means pain 
relief strategies must also be 
multi disciplinary to offer 
people the widest range of 
services possible. 

Once all the medical 
treatments have been 
exhausted, accepting and 
learning to live with or adapt 
your lifestyle to cope with 
chronic pain can be the hardest 
part. 

Rosalie Everatt, founder of 
Pain Wise UK, a self-help 
support group for pain 
management, says that some 
disabled people with pain often 


reject groups like hers. 

“One of my concerns Is 
people who are too stoical, who 
have had disabilities for a long 
time and take a ‘strong arm’ 
attitude to their pain. Because 
of this, they are often too tense 
and try to fight their pain 
which actually makes it worse.” 

One woman who has learnt to 
live with her pain is Jan Sadler 
from 
Falmouth. 
“T hurt 
my back 
in a fall in 
the 1970s. 
Ihada 
major 
operation 
which 
didn't 
help and 
resulted in even higher 
levels of pain which left me 
totally disabled. I could only lie 
on my back. The consultant 
said there was nothing more 
that could be done, that I just 
had to learn to live with it. I 
was totally devastated. 

“Then I felt an overwhelming 
sense of relief that I could leave 
behind the see-saw of hope and 
disappointment that you get 
when you are seeking a cure, 
which I had been for years. I 
decided to take responsibility 
for myself and discover the 
possibilities of natural pain 
relief through alternative 
medicine. These methods 
actually transformed my life.” 

Terry Tyrell from Rochester 


Jan Sadler 


PEGASUS 


GELL BATTERIES FOR DEEP 
CYCLE APPLICATIONS 


¢ Fitted as O.E. to many scooters 


and wheelchairs 
¢ MDA approved 


¢ 700 deep discharges 


* 100% gelled electrolyte 


Also available 


* Battest discharge tester 
* Elite two stage chargers 
CALL 


TROJAN BATTERIES LTD 


01933 270 370 
For your nearest stockist 
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also worked out his own 
solution. 

“JT was in a car accident in 
1988, my head turned sideways 
and rammed against the 
steering wheel. It caused 
whiplash but only on one side. 
I tried everything for the pain: 
therapies and acupuncture. 

“GPs tend to only focus on 
what is actually wrong. Pain is 
a by-product of other 
components, but they don't 
treat them. 

“My idea was to try and find 
out what these were. I ended 
up getting referred to the 
National Hospital in London 
in 1992. They were superb. 
They gave me all the tests I 
should have had from day one. 
Seven years after the accident, 
they found I had a balance 
problem and this was causing 
the pain. 

“The biggest problem is GPs 
lack of understanding of 
hidden disability. Doctors just 
say ‘You can walk, you can 
talk, so 
what is 
the 
problem?’ 

“The way 
I've coped 
is through 
education. 
Retrain 
the mind 
because 
otherwise 
you run the risk of going 
downhill. 

I found rehabilitation through 
education a powerful weapon.” 

Marie Langley from Durham 
has also set up her own self- 
help programme. 

“I was working as a primary 
school teacher in February 
1984 when I injured my back. 
I was stacking chairs and 
tables to clear a central space 
when my left foot slipped and 
I fell and the tables fell on top 


Terry Tyrell 


e UK's largest range of stairclimbers 


e Prices from £2,850-£12,500 

e User operated \, 
e Carer controlled 

e No building alterations 


e Used at work, school and home 


e Free demonstrations 


Marie Langley has rebuilt her life 


of me. 

“This was my amazing 
entrance into the world of pain 
and disability. I suffered a 
severe spinal injury. Four years 
later when all the treatments 
and surgery had stopped, I felt 
I could no longer cope with the 
pain so I went to see a 
specialist. After this and many 
distressing examinations, I was 
told to ‘Go away and learn to 


_live with the pain’. 


“T felt I had been given no 


Many architectural barriers can 
be dealt with by climbing stairs, 
or by standing up and reaching 
new heights. With a large 
choice of models the correct 
solution can be found from total 
user independence to attendant 
assisted. Our range of ramps for 
home, car, travel, complete the 
solution options. 


FREE DEMONSTRATIONS, 
ASSESSMENTS. 


CONTACT 
JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 
WHEELCHAIR 
CORPORATION LTD 
Incmoor House, Chelmarsh, Bridg- 
north, Shropshire WV16 6AZ 
Tel: 01746 861940 Mobile: 0374 

274919 Fax: 01746 862085 


hope or direction and sank i into 
a pit of depression. 

“Gradually I began to re-build 
my life and I decided to find 
out how to control the pain for 
myself. I contacted Rosalie 
Everatt and was given 
information which set me on 
the right path. I read everything 
I could find on pain and I 
developed my own self help 
programme. 

“Later, I founded Unwind to 
help other people.” 


e Stand up at home, work 

e Socially, sports, leisure 

e Improves general health 

e Folding manual model 

e All powered options 

e Simple one hand control 

e Use at a rehabilitation centre 


Advertisement !|/ 
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e & Quality 


The LOOK cones ofthese fertile ukicis wll le Randed edu abe Wisity ead Skew (uly 1997 


for the wheelchair user 


Saating for 5 ade 1 oral car size for oe homal aki 


Look no further than a Brotherwood Conversion 
for purchase, Lease or Hire. 


We sell Secondhand refurbished Nissan Prairies MkI and MkII, with full parts and 
labour warranty. Please phone for full details and an information pack, or visit our factory showroom. 


Ly BROT: HERWOOD 


Re La Moret@ ee 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Ph ett, ™ Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP « Telephone: 01935 872603 * Fax: 01935 872853 
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New for ‘97 the ‘Compact’ 
see it at the Mobility Road Show 


New for ‘97 the VW Caravelle ~ = "Nissan Serena Nissan Cargo 60 
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18 Parent’s voice 


‘| was told | could take her off to die 


Sam Palmer from 
Chichester found 
exercises changed 
her daughter's life 


It was the happiest day of my 
life when I gave birth to my 
daughter Lauren in July 1994— 


she seemed perfect in every way. 


But at six months, the health 
visitor noticed that her head 
was growing rather quickly, 
and two months later a 
hospital ultrasound scan 
showed that Lauren had 
hydrocephalus. 

The next day she seemed to 
get worse so I rushed her down 
to Southampton General 
Hospital where a CT scan 
showed acute hydrocephalus 
and a brain tumour. The 
doctor told me that Lauren 
would die, probably within the 
next fortnight. But he said if 
she survived the surgery, she 
had a less than five per cent 
chance of surviving the next 
couple of years. 

The doctor also told me that 
if I didn’t want her to go 
through with it, I could take 
her home and let her die. My 
whole world had fallen apart. 

The surgery went ahead and 


against all odds, Lauren proved 
the doctors wrong. However, 
she had many post-op 
problems and during the 
following year she had 20 
major operations. Lauren came 
so close to death on many 
occasions, sometimes | look at 
her and wonder how she could 
have survived such an awful 
start in life. 

When she was finally 
discharged from hospital, I was 
told to enjoy having Lauren 
home and to let her catch up 
physically. She was two years 
old, but no more advanced than 
a new-born baby. 

Physiotherapy was offered 
once a week but her progress 
was dreadfully slow which 
made her very frustrated. 

Eventually things got so bad 
that I got extremely depressed 
and wondered if either of our 
lives were worth living. Then I 
heard of the charity BIBIC 
(British Institute for Brain 
Injured Children) in Somerset 
which offers a ‘fighting 
alternative to brain injury’. 

Lauren, my parents and I 
went for an interview there and 
I left feeling so positive about 
Lauren’s future and the 
possibility of improving her 


Lauren has improved beyond Sam’s wildest dreams 


quality of life. 

Arranging the start of the 
programme was quite a 
daunting prospect. Firstly I had 
to get enough volunteers 
willing to help us. The 
programme works by re- 
training the brain with basic 
exercises, like creeping and 
rolling, which in time helps 
with more advanced exercises. 
Repetition and co-ordination 


CBB 


BIBIC 


are the basis of it all and, as 
some of the programme needs 
three or more people to help 
Lauren at a time, outside help 
is crucial. 

Secondly, I had to find 
funding. I held fundraising 
events to pay for the initial 
training week (£600) and the 
£85 for each following month, 
as well as equipment. 

(BIBIC does say it will never 


GAR 


turn away a hurt child for lack 
of funds because they can be 
offered grants.) 

On our first day in Somerset 
the staff took Lauren and the 
other children away from their 
parents for the day to assess 
each child’s capabilities. They 
then devised a programme for 


each child and showed the 


| 


parents how to do the exercises. 


Once you’ve learnt them you 
practice them at home. 

Now, after eight months on 
the programme, the changes in 
Lauren have been phenomenal. 
She has gone from being a 
floppy, unresponsive, frustrated 
child who could not talk or be 
independent, to a beautiful, 
happy child who can sit up, 
talk, creep, crawl and stand up 
against furniture — she 
understands everything you say. 
In fact the only thing that 
separates her from any other 
three-year old is the fact that 
she cannot walk yet. 

Lauren’s improvements are 
beyond my wildest dreams. I 
hope that soon she’II take her 
first steps and eventually go to 
mainstream school. Her future 
is looking very bright indeed. 


BIBIC, tel: (01278) 684060 
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WHEELCHAIR ACCESS VE 


Since, 1989, Widnes Car Centre has achieved unsurpassed advances in improved travelling conditions for wheelchair users. 
Our vehicles are in common use all over the country. Private users, taxi companies, care organisations, schools and hospitals are 
just a few examples from a long list of people who have enjoyed an improved lifestyle by using one of our dignified vehicles. 


D rices Start from only \5 


oT a 
LI i > 2 g ‘SS We are especially proud of our NEW 


ce Vito Versa. Sporting the Merced 
* HOME DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE i a Ba — 
All conversions subject to Appendix B of “RELIEF 


ICLES 


FROM VAT” as amended in the 1993 Acts, Including 
delivery, number plates and assumes exemption from 
road fund license. 

Full range of NISSAN CARS available on 


he VITO starts from 


£16,295 on the road 


2L Petrol version. Automatic also available. 


MOTABILITY FINANCE 


Options include: 

Automatic transmission 

Air conditioning 

Driver and passenger air-bags 


The VITO VERSA is a statement of DIGNITY itself. - 


SQ otabilit NISSAN 
ey Ne A © VERSA SALES DEPARTMENT 
CALL NOW! for a full information pack. Widnes Car Centre Limited, 


PLUS a range of used Versa vehicles are available. Prices start from £5995 _Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 7AL. | 
Phone Howard Samuels or Philip Beecham for details of current stock, Wels O154 420 2OOO  citcsenmes nes 
Fax: O151 495 4332 Monday - Friday 


9.00am - 5.30pm 


Hi Upto 5 full seats all M1 safety tested. 

Bi The first choice for family use with absolute 
safety, dignity and comfort assured. 

H Special COMFORT PACK options include 
sunroofs, Kenwood RDS security 
stereo/radio cassette with 4 speakers, 
remote control sonic alarm, 

3 years National Breakdown Cover 


Easy wheelchair access from rear or side 
Disc brakes all round 
Sophisticated independent suspension 
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Job seeker 19 


Rod Hermeston 
suggests ways to get 
a career break (3) 


It is vital to sell yourself in a 
job market where disabled peo- 
ple are often regarded as dam- 
aged goods. 

Local careers centres and 
Jobclubs may offer physical 
support with application forms 
and CVs and advise on 
interview technique. 

At the Job Centre, local 
Disability Employment Advisers 
(DEAs) can send you ona 
course to learn these skills. 

DEAs can also give advice on 
equipment and assistance so 
you can attend an interview 
well prepared. 

But it does not always run 
smoothly. 

Dan Batten, 25, of North 
London, who has cerebral 
palsy, said: “It was nigh 
impossible to get in touch with 
my DEA. 

“T was never given physical 
support to fill in application 
forms —I had to rely on friends 
or my father to help me.” 

Paul Laing, 22, of Cumbria, 
who is visually impaired, said: 
“Job centres and careers centres 
have seemed uninterested and 
have to be pushed before they 
do anything for you.” 

Mr Laing has completed a 
course in job searching run by 


SS 


Get a foot in the door 


the national charity Action for 
Blind People, which is available 
to both visually impaired and 
physically disabled people. 

“It has helped me to present 
myself and realise my key 
skills.” 

John Taffe, service manager 
for special needs at CareerPaths 
in Wales, said this was 
important. 

“Many disabled people do not 
have much work experience, 
and what they do have, they 
may not make the most of.” 

CandDo is an internet service 
giving employment advice to 
disabled university students. It 
will be launching a CV service 
in the autumn, including advice 
on revealing a disability. 

Shelley Willson, director of 
CanDo, said: “The same sorts 
of questions get asked again 
and again.” 

Many people want advice on 
how they can disclose that they 
have a disability. 

Sarah Morgan-Evans, senior 
careers adviser for special needs 
at Search, a London-based 
careers service, said it could 
sometimes be an advantage not 
to mention a disability on a CV. 

“If you get an interview offer, 
you have been selected as a 
suitable candidate for the job 
based on your qualifications. 

“Then is the time to say you 
will need a particular 
adaptation to be made in order 
to attend an interview.” 

As for application forms, she 
said: “In terms of best practice, 


What the charities offer 


The Royal National Institute 

for the Blind runs free work- 

shops on job seeking skills, tel: 
-0171-388 1266. 

Action for Blind People runs 
free courses in Carlisle, Preston, 
Liverpool and London, 
tel: 0171-732 8771. 

Scope has employment 
advisors, and Scope in Wales 
has developed a teaching pack 


for colleges called eQuip, tel: 
0171-636 5020 

RNID offers communication 
support, tel: 0171-296 
8000/minicom: 0171-296 8001. 

Mencap Pathway Employment 
Service offers job search 
training, tel: 0171- 454 0454. 

CanDo: E-mail: 
cando@lancs.ac.uk Website: 
http://cando.lancs.ac.uk 


CAN BE DONE 


TOURS AND HOLIDAYS FOR ALL 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look no further! ! 


All the accommodation we recommend has been checked by one of 
our representatives. 


It’s impossible to list our full range of tours, overseas holidays, self- 
drive and adventure holidays in this limited space. 


So why not ask for our full colour brochure? 
CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 


a= BIT@A 


The British Incoming Tour Operators Asseciation 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 
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A practise run: Paul Laing (/eft), has a mock interview with Action 
for Blind People tutor Wayne Van Tilburg. 


any query about disability 
should come on the equal 
opportunities monitoring form. 
The person evaluating you for 
the job should not see it.” 

Mal Crookes (below), an 
employment officer with the 
Royal National Institute for 
_ Deaf People 
(RNID) south 
west region, 
has withheld 
information 
about his 
deafness in the 
past, but often got negative 
responses at the interview 
stage. He now thinks it is best 
to mention a disability. 


O115 9110316 


The 


DANAID 
Comfort 


WHEELCHAIR 


¢ Adjustable — no tools 
required 

¢ Simple, elegant design 

¢ Tailored posture 
support 

¢ Pressure sore 
relieving design 

* Tilts in space 
and reclines 

* Elevating footrests 

Options include: 


- Power driven, transit or self propelled 
- Manual or electric tilt & recline 
- Headrests - Table - Pommels - Harnesses 


- Body & Side supports 
- Optional five year guarantee 


The ideal-chair for the more disabled user 


“Where a post advertises it 
welcomes applications from 
disabled people, then it is to 
your advantage to state that 
you are disabled. Where it does 
not give this statement, in the 
light of the DDA, I would think 
it best to state you are disabled. 
Ask for explanations if you are 
not considered.” 

Ms Morgan-Evans says 
candidates should go to an 
interview knowing how to get 
round any additional needs. “It 
is extremely important. It 
shows that you have analysed 
the best way to approach a 
particular task.” 

The message is: be prepared, 


COMFORT 


“\ JID SS 


¢ Affordable 


¢ Weatherproof 


° Accessible 
* Lockable 


* Charger shelf built-in 
* Will sit on any flat land 


and show yourself to the best 
advantage. 


What the 
DDA says 


The Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) says companies 
with 20 or more staff must 
make “reasonable adjustments” 
during recruitment. 

¢ An employer may have to 
make job information available 
in large print, on tape, in braille, 
or computer disk, and accept 
applications in such formats. 

¢ Employers should consider 
making “reasonable adjust- 
ments” during an interview, 
such as allowing a person with 
a learning disability to bring a 
supporter. 

¢ Employers who were unaware 
that a person was disabled 
before an interview may still 
have to make adjustments. 

¢ Employers can encourage 
applications from disabled peo- 
ple. 

¢ Employers can still ask ques- 
tions about disability. 


The Employers Forum on Dis- 
ability is producing a fact sheet 
for employers outlining their 
obligations during the applica- 
tions process under the DDA. 


O115 9110316 


The Comfort Aids scooter hut solves all 
your scooter storage problems: 


Available to you at a very special price of 


only £400.00 


Delivery and installation available 


- price dependent on distance. 


For further info return the reply coupon to: Comfort Aids, 24/26 Glasshouse Street, Nottingham NG1 3LW 


From name 


Address 


Post code 
| would like information on: 


The Scooterhut _] 


tel no 


Danaid LJ 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 
e-mail: Editor@DisabilityNow.org.uk 


Naidex ’97 


I have written to Reed Exhibi- 
tions, organisers of Naidex ’97, 
expressing my disappointment 
that it was so unrepresentative 
of disabled people and their needs. 

I went as a professional 
seeking information on behalf 
of employers about equipment 
and support services for people 
with disabilities. 

I myself have a visual impair- 
ment and it was obvious that 
the event was not organised for 
disabled people — it was about 
them. When asked to sign in, I 
had to find my own application 
form and it was in small print. 
No one gave me a badge which 
caused me embarrassment later, 
and the brochure did not cater 
for visually impaired people. 

I found nothing of interest for 
people with visual impairment 
except a stand selling cleaning 
materials for glasses. The chap 
made a terrible mess of my 
coated lenses. 

The overwhelming majority of 
stands were marketing to the 
motor disabled and most were 


selling wheelchairs. Five per 
cent of the disabled population 
use wheelchairs. 

Only four stands were of 


interest: DFEE, Scope, RADAR | 


and DN. Where were all the 
other voluntary organisations 
and smaller exhibitors? I was 
reliably informed that they have 
been priced out of the exhibition. 
Surely there is some way to 
bring them back: shared stands, 
sponsorship, or higher costs to 
the big profit making exhibitors? 
Jim Lawson 
Assistant Co-ordinator 
Coventry & Warwickshire Empl- 
oyers’ Network on Disability 
Birmingham 


I wanted to tell you how much 
ny daughter and I enjoyed the 
Naidex exhibition this year. 

There was much more space 
to get around and examine the 
exhibits. 

Working on the experience of 
previous visits, we decided to 
concentrate our attention on 
wheelchairs, which proved very 
successful. 

Pauline Elliott 
Sheffield 


Awareness: nil 


As “relationship fundraising” 
dominates our profession today, 
it is ironic that the people to whom 
we go for advice, training and 
expert help practice such bad 
customer care themselves. 
When a deaf colleague attending 
John Rodd & Associates’ master- 
class in database marketing gave 
polite feedback criticism, John 
Rodd questioned the personal 
attributes of participating staff, 
highlighting the all too common 
ignorance of people to disability. 
Later, in a letter, he told her: 
...“Finally, I guess it has to be 
said that with your deafness it 
is less likely that you have 
attended fewer public classes in 
marketing that most people.” (He 
meant the opposite, of course.) 
James Swindells 
Director of fundraising and 
communications, Sense 


Tottering bipeds 


I’m pleased that Dan Batten 
found our production of Wait- 
ing for Godot excellent. 
However, I am offended by 
him ascribing to me the 
opinion that “physical and 
mental limitations” prevent the 
tramps escaping their situation. 
I have never held or expressed 
such an opinion and nowhere 
in our press pack is such a view 
to be found. Where exactly 
does Dan Batten suggest the 
tramps escape to? 
Katie London 
Director 
tottering bipeds 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE FROM HAND 

CONTROLS TO WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR 

DRIVER VEHICLES AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE CONVERSIONS FOR SINGLE WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER 
USE INCLUDE RENAULT EXTRA, FORD COURIER, NISSAN CARGO AND 
PEUGEOT EXPERT. FOR MULTIPLE WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER OR 
WHEELCHAIR DRIVER USE RENAULT TRAFIC, FORD TRANSIT, AND 
MERCEDES SPRINTER. IF YOU HAVE A MOBILITY PROBLEM CALL US 


FOR THE SOLUTION. 


EXTRA 


FARADAY ROAD 


CHURCHFIELDS IND. 


SALISBURY 
WILTSHIRE SP2 7NR 
01722 336048 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND 
LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


RON INITING 
CONVERSIONS 


EST. 


‘Good therapy 
should be 
available to 
everyone’ 


By Marigold Hope 


Despite sunshine-induced 
smiles, exam stress was running 
high at the end of term. It was 

a task to find a free seat in the 
library. 

The Scottish system is 
particularly tough for second 
years because you have to fulfil 
certain grade requirements to 
do the four years’ honours 
course. I overheard some pale 
and tense fourth years talking: 
“If you think we’re stressed, you 
should see the second years”. 

Exam stress combined with 
annual flat hunting brought out 
the worst in everyone. But it 
forced my close friends and I to 
have some very honest chats and 
I think our living together next 
year will work better as a result. 

We had a fraught time looking 
for somewhere to live. It was 
worth it because we found a 
lovely, characterful, ground 
floor flat with the amazing perk 
of a jucuzzi. 

My numerous medical 
appointments took me out of 
the library and into parts of 
Edinburgh that many students 
never see. I had been seeing a 
nice but time-starved NHS 
Norwegian physiotherapist, 
who spoke little English and 
was, unsurprisingly, of little 
help. Since then, I have been 
seeing someone else privately. 

When I told her about my 
previous experience, it came to 
light that my GP had not even 
referred me to the relevant 
department. 

I feel grateful that I am able to 
“go private”, but angry because 
there shouldn’t be such a 
disparity between the quality of 


the two services. Good 
physiotherapy should be 
available to everyone. 

My parents pay at the 
moment for periodical pain 
relieving shiatsu massage and 
the regular physiotherapy. But 
I’m aware I will need to earn 
well when I leave university if I 
want to carry on having the 
weekly treatment I need. 

My friends and I applied to 
do “help” projects this summer. 
These are four-week university 
camps in Africa, Asia and 
South America, mostly 
building schools. I knew I 
would be no help doing this, so 
I applied for one of the few 
teaching projects. I got a place 
to teach in Pakistan. 

After the camps, everyone 
goes off travelling for a few 
months afterwards. Mum 
asked me if I would cope out 
there if I was in a lot of pain. 
Cross she had even asked, I said 
curtly: “Ill cope”. 

I knew I would be reliant on 
everyone because I can’t carry a 
backpack. Undeterred, I went 
to the first meeting but realised 
as I sat there that I could never 
have a lot to say in where we 
went after the project. These 
people are not close friends and 
would be doing me a favour by 
carrying my things. 

I didn’t mind that too much — 
everyone seemed nice enough. 
But all four talked enthusiast- 
ically about the mountain 
climbing they would be doing. ~ 
It was then that it dawned on 
me I couldn’t spend half my 
summer at the bottom of moun- 
tains twiddling my thumbs. 

So I’ve decided to have a 
British summer, working to pay 
off some of my student debts. 
And living away from home. 


full driving licences, police 
recently discovered. One 
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By Dan Batten 


Stone age service 

Brain surgery has been around 
for more than 7,000 years, 
according to a recent 
archaeological find in Alsace. A 
skull was discovered with two 
holes in it which had healed, 
indicating surgery had been 
successfully undertaken twice. 
Wouldn’t get service like that 
from an NHS trust nowadays, 
would you? 


Italian DaR 


Fifty people claiming benefit 
for sight loss in Sicily also have 


fraudster claimed that, due to 
the poor state of Italian Dial-a- 
Ride, he was driven to it... 


Scrubbed out 

Shropshire Tory candidate 
Christopher Gill allegedly used 
the label “scrubbers” to 
describe “low ability” students 
at William Brookes School. 
When questioned, Mr Gill said 
it was “highly improbable I did 
use it” (the “it” was not defined 
clearly as word or grey matter.) 
Mr Gill’s nomination for 
Humanitarian of the Year 
award is now in jeopardy, but 
his other ambition to become a 
leading Tory remains unscathed. 
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Constables 
come up 
trumps 


A leading specialist company 
that puts wheelchair users on 
the road as drivers or passen- 
gers is helping DN produce this 
Mobility Roadshow preview. 

Thanks to Constables, who 
are sponsoring the colour and 
production costs, DN can bring 
you full colour on all eight pages. 

Constables make the unique 
Carchair system, a wheelchair 
which can adapt into the front 
seat of a standard production 
car, so you don’t need to buy a 
special vehicle. 

They also have a range of new 
and used rear access conversions. 
At Crowthorne, they will be 
showing six vehicles: Carchair 

in a Peugeot 806 and a Ford 
Escort, rear access conversions 
on a Peugeot Expert and Ford 
Courier, and a Leland DAF 
multi-wheelchair conversion. 


See them on Stand OS 45 and 46. 


‘an 
Auto Transmission 
Air Conditioning 
TV & VCR 
CD Stacker System 


| OPTIONS AVAILABLE 


Leather Interior 
PAS 


Electric Seats 


Make tracks to the show 


DN’'s eight-page 
supplement to the 
forthcoming 
Mobility Roadshow 


Crowthorne has become a 
Mecca for disabled people — 
thousands now travel there 
every other year to visit the 
Mobility Roadshow. 

Since its first year in 1983 at 
the Transport Research 
Laboratory site in Berkshire, 
when a few thousand people 
made the trip, its popularity 
has grown. 

The Department of Transport 
started the event because it 
recognised that there were few 
opportunities for disabled 
people to test-drive different 
vehicles or even to see if access 
was manageable. The only 
alternative was to take a 
gamble and buy a car that they 
had probably never sat in and 
certainly never driven. 

The department decided to 
bring together the latest range 
of vehicles fitted with 
adaptations so that disabled 
motorists could make a full 
and objective assessment and, 
ultimately, a decision. 
Back in 1983, motor 


Electric Rear Couch 
Allow Wheels 


Electric Mirrors 


Team Traction - Contract Hire ¥ Learing - Specialiat Cars - Intemational - 4 XG - Team haction 


manufacturers were reluctant . 
to take vehicles to Crowthorne 
and to go to the expense of 
adapting them. But 14 years 
later things have changed. 

At the last show in 1995, 
60,000 people went through the 
gates to see equipment and 


130 Sturry Road 
Canterbury 
Kent CT1 1DP 


Visitors can test-drive wheelchairs and cars at the show 


services from 200 exhibitors. 
This year’s show, co- 

sponsored by the AA, will have 
15 major motor manufacturers 
showing their latest vehicles, 
almost all of which have been 
adapted for test-driving — any 
disabled visitor with a full or 


MOTABILITY 
SPECIALST 


Come & view our exciting new Ford 150 Hi-Top vehicles. 
Demonstrations available on request. 
Highly competitive finance package on offer. 
Generous part exchange prices on any vehicle. 
Tailor made modifications to suit your special needs. 


For further information, Contact our Mobility department now on 01227 - 472095 
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Getting there 


Book a bus in advance from 
some London mainline rail- 
way stations or use the regular 
shuttle service from Reading 
railway station. Car parking 
at the show is free. 

Wheelchairs can be loaned 
free if you pre-book. 


Opening times 

Friday 11 July - Sunday 13 

July, 10am-Spm. 
Admission is free. 


provisional licence can try 
them out. There will also be an 
opportunity to test-drive 
wheelchairs on the special 
obstacle course as well as see 
more than 200 exhibitors of 
products and mobility-related 
equipment, including car top 
hoists, swivel seats and car 
accessories. 

And this year, for the first 
time, there will be an 
information village, for 
providers of information and 
advice, voluntary organisations 
and publications. DN will be 
on stand C 20. 


Tel: Jacqui Jones or Jan Geth- 
ings, (01344) 661010/661020 
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Ann Frye, head of 
the mobility unit, 
Department of 
Transport, explains 


Many disabled people still 
believe that the Disability Dis- 
crimination Act (DDA) does 
not include transport. In fact, the 
transport provisions of the Act 
are alive and well and we are 
working hard to implement them. 

True, transport does not come 
within the general “right of 
access” which the Act extends 
to goods, facilities and services. 
This is because giving a right of 
access to public transport cannot 
in itself guarantee accessibility. 

It is not so much that the 
transport industries have been 
unwilling to provide for 
disabled people — though there 
has been a great lack of 
understanding that disabled 
people are a significant and 
legitimate part of their market. 
It is more that vehicle design 
has been wrong for disabled 
people’s needs. 

To deliver accessible transport, 
we must be very clear about the 
design features of each form of 
transport and how it will work. 
Also, that what passes for 
“accessible” in the bus industry 
is compatible with the taxi and 
rail industries. Otherwise, a 
wheelchair user, for example, 
may be able to make part of the 
journey but not the whole trip. 

The Act covers buses and 
coaches, trains (inter city, main- 


line, suburban, underground and 
tramways) and licensed taxis. 

It doesn’t cover air or sea travel 
because most journeys made by 
air or sea are international and it 
makes more sense to have 
access policies agreed internation- 
ally. We are working through 
international organisations to 
agree common practices. 


Buses: from 2000 

Bus regulations will set out in 
technical terms what the 

design of the bus must be, 
including width of the doorway, 
height of the floor from the 
ground, the design and location 
of wheelchair spaces and features 
like non-slip, colour contrasted, 


CAR GO The ultimate wheel-less trailer 


Cargo was designed with disabled people in mind as a convenient and relatively 
inexpensive method of transporting motorised wheelchairs and scooters providing 


disabled people with greater range of travel. 


Being wheel-less, you are not restricted by speed limits imposed on conventional 
trailers and being low loading has positive carrying capacity advantages and ease 
of loading as compared to a roof rack. Reversing could not be easier. Cargo can be 
installed and removed in a matter of seconds and easily stored when not in use. 


Cargo is presently being utilised by ~@otability as an alternative to a hoist or 
larger car. Manufacturers recommended towed ball nose weight should be 


adhered to. 


Roll on/off ramps are available as are covers. 


For further information, please call us on 01604 590595 (Fax) 01604 590596 or 
write to us at Cargo UK Ltd, Top Floor, 3 Heathfield Way, Kingsheath, 


Northampton, NN5 7QP. 


The whole family can board a low floor bus with ramp in Essex 


hand rails or bell pushes you 
can reach from your seat. The 
bus will have to be wheelchair 
accessible too — though not 
necessarily low floor; it could 
have a lift. The regulations will 
start to bite from January 2000. 

Initially, there will probably 
be two exceptions to the 
wheelchair requirement. 

For minibuses, there is no way 
of providing a fully accessible 
service without losing so many 
seats that no passengers would 
travel. And high floor vehicles 
used on, eg, inter city coach 
services, would have to lose so 
many seats for wheelchair 
spaces, and perhaps an 
accessible toilet, that the profit 
margin would be lost, and 
undoubtedly the service too. 

For them, the plan is to bring 
in regulations as soon as 
possible that stop short of 
wheelchair access until we have 
a workable design solution. 
This is not a let out, but a 
practical way of dealing with a 
real problem. 

Many disabled people have 
been disappointed that so few 
low floor buses have ramps. 

For the operator, the benefit 
to most passengers can be 
found in a low, flat floor. They 
have not yet recognised that a 
ramp will allow wheelchair 
users to use the buses. We still 
need to do more work with manu- 
facturers and operators on this. 

Once the regulations come 


into force, it will be a condition: 


of a licence to operate that 
every new bus meets the 
regulations from that date. 


Trains: only 18 months to go 
The regulations for trains will 
apply from 1 January 1999. 
Here, too, there are technical 
requirements guaranteeing 
wheelchair access and features 
for people who have difficulty 
with balance, grip, vision or 


What the DDA will do for tran 


The Sheffield Supertram is wheelchair accessible at every stage 


hearing. All new rolling stock 
of a type first coming into 
service must comply. 

Wheelchair access can be 
achieved by level access, as in 
the modern tramway systems, 
or by having a ramp or lift to 
the train or on the station. In 
practice, success will depend on 
staff being available and 
trained, information, and a 
whole range of things not 
covered by the legislation but 
fundamental to a truly barrier- 
free transport system. Any 
regular rail traveller with a 
disability has known breakdowns 
in communication between 
different stages of a journey. 

A key issue for public 
consultation is how many 
wheelchair spaces there should 
be per train. Wheelchair spaces 
mean loss of seats, so a balance 
has to be struck. 

While access to trains will be 
closely regulated under the Act, 
access to stations will be 
covered by the broader “right 
of access”. We are working 
with the rail industry to make 
sure that stations are keeping 
pace with access requirements. 
The legacy of old stations with 
footbridges and underpasses 
with steep steps means that we 
are talking a very long time. 

For systems like the London 
Underground, there is a clear 
commitment that all new 
stations and those having major 
works will be made accessible. 


Taxis: most controversial 
Taxis are the most controver- 
sial area of all. In London, a 
wheelchair user can hail a taxi 
in the street or pick one up at 
the station without any signifi- 
cant delay or pre-booking. 

The Act will change two things. 
First, regulations will specify 
more headroom and space than 

any current model of taxi can 
provide. They will also broaden 


the design requirements to 
include more vehicles. 

Second, the regulations will 
extend the accessibility 
requirement to every licensed 
taxi in the country. Exemption 
will only be possible if there is 
no demand or the requirement 
would severely damage trade. 
The licensing authority will have 
to demonstrate that is the case. 

An exemption may be for a 
few years, to give time for 
adjustment, or to impose other 
conditions, such as fitting 
swivel seats. Enforcement will 
probably start in 2002. 

As all these regulations come 
forward, there will have to be 
codes of practice and guidance 
ranging from driver training 
and information to making the 
environment around the public 
transport system accessible. 
Many local authorities already 
have extensive programmes. 


Where we stand in Europe 
The UK is the first country in 
Europe to have comprehensive 
legislation requiring its trans- 
port systems to be accessible. 

Certainly countries, such as 
Germany, Denmark and Sweden, 
have more accessible buses than 
we do, but no other country in 
Europe has a coherent approach 
to accessibility — looking at the 
needs of the whole journey. 

The DDA is not going to trans- 
form public transport overnight 
—no country could achieve that. 

We are in for a long, hard 
process of replacing old, 
inaccessible vehicles and systems 
with new ones and for a long 
time there will be a mix of new 
and old to contend with. 

Hardest of all, perhaps, will 
be persuading those responsible 
for the pedestrian environment 
and our transport systems that 
disabled people have the same 
needs and rights to lead 
independent lives as anyone else. 


tee 
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The Carchair is a wheelchair system which becomes the front passenger or driver’s seat of a standard 
production motor car. Naturally, this eliminates the need to transfer from wheelchair to car seat and 


avoids the purchase of a ‘special’ vehicle. 
As a complete unit the Carchair system comprises 


operate lift mechanism which can be fitted into a 


P eu g eo if 8 Q 6 a specially designed wheelchair and easy-to- F Or d E Scort 


range of vehicles. The wheelchair itself is as 
much at home around the house as it is in the 
family car or out-of-doors. Quite simply, no other 
wheelchair is so adaptable. 


The Peugeot 806 is equipped 

with the Carchair lifting system, 

complete with specially 

designed wheelchairs, that 

actually replaces the front passenger's seat. 


The Ford Escort is one of many two door vehicles 
in its class that adapts perfectly to the Carchair 
system, offering style with economy. 


A © CE Sos VY E-H |} GL ES 


Ford Courter 


Constable’s Courier is big on space and long on 
comfort, offering an affordable luxury environment 
that makes every journey a pleasure. This model has 
the added advantage of automatic transmission as 
an optional extra. 


The Fiat Fiorino offers excellent facilities within 
the lower budget range. 


For details on Carchair and Rear Access Conversions, please contact: 


CONSTABLES LTD * Dept DN * FREEPOsT (BR1032) * WESTHAM ® PEVENSEY * EAST Sussex * BN24 SBR 
TELEPHONE: (01323) 767574 © Fax: (01323) 767603 


Expert 


The new Peugeot Expert has a very flexible spec- 
ification, including the facility to accommodate 
two wheelchairs. The flat floor and dashboard- 
mounted gear lever allows easy movement 
throughout. A bright heardwearing trim adds the 
finishing touch to this superb vehicle. 


Constanie. Ons teats aes 
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Renault’s Megane Scenic (above) has “amazingly versatile seating possibilities”, says David Griffiths. 
Mazda’s first visit to the Roadshow gives you the chance to see the MX-3 (below), “for those who like 
zip in their image”. Interbility’s the Independent Expert (below right) is “stylish and very attractive”. 


P360 XKMEe 


It’s free, 


| 


David Griffiths, DN’s motoring corresponden. 


Recognised world-wide as the 
finest example of a show for 


Felicia converted by Brig-Ayd 
Controls of Welwyn Garden 


disabled people with mobility City. Since the VW take-over, 
problems, the 1997 Mobility Skoda has improved dramati- 
Roadshow, like its predeces- cally, and build quality and reli- | 
sors, is under the firm and pos- ability are excellent. 
itive direction of the Family-owned Brig-Ayd (now | 
Department of Transport. on the second generation) have | 

As always, there will be much been working in vehicle adap- 
to see and do — so much, in tations since the heady daysof 
fact, that one day is really not air-cooled Fiats! Skoda standL 


enough to enable an enthusiast 
to see everything they want to 

see. Since it’s a three-day show, 
even real enthusiasts are prop- 

erly catered for. 

Out on the track there will be 
an opportunity to get familiar 
with Mazda cars as they make 
their first visit. 

Mazda is renowned for relia- 
bility and build quality, and 
customer satisfaction appears 
to be high, judging from the 
many who remain loyal with 
each successive new ownership. 
Having driven a 626, I can 
vouch for the comfort and 
user-friendliness, to say noth- 
ing of the economy. 

For those who like zip in their 
image, the superb MX-3 is now 
on Motability contract hire 
(automatic transmission too). I 
can see the queues forming on 
the trackside now. Stand OS14 
and 15 or contact Judith Pierce, 
Mazda, tel: (01892) 511877. 

Another unusual driving 
opportunity will be the Skoda 


7-4. UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


SUPERIOR VEHICLE CONVERSIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
WISHING TO TRAVEL IN THEIR OWN WHEELCHAIRS. MOST AVAILABLE ON MOTABILITY. 


CALL OUR SALES HOTLINE NOW ON (Charged 


DIAHATSU HIJET 
— FREEDOM 
Extremely popular 
small M.P.V. Cost 
effective, but can 
still carry one 
wheelchair 
passenger and 
four able-bodied 
passengers. 


345 413348 


at local 


rate) 


For Free Information Pack and Details of this month’s Special Offers 


INTRODUCING FIVE OF OUR TOP SELLING VEHICLES 


FULL RANGE OF DRIVING 


VW CARAVELLE 
Ultimate flexibility 
best describes this 
multi purpose 
vehicle. A favourite 
buy for both 
individuals and 
organisations 
requiring a choice 
of seating options. 


VAUXHALL COMBO 
Offers increased 


= FIAT FIORINO 


The cornerstone of 


«= the Universal 


stable built to our 
industries leading 
specification, this 


= vehicle is price 
= sensitive and our 


best seller year on 
year. 


FORD COURIER 
Superb looking 


or tel: (01908) 264000. Owen 
Briggs, Brig-Ayd Controls, tel: 
(01707) 322322. 

New on the MPV scene is the 
Megane Scenic from Renault. 
Amazingly versatile seating 
possibilities in a very attractive 
package should make it a win- 
ner for many. See it on Stand F 
on the trackside or phone 
Renault Mobility, tel: (01582) 


Making whee 
transport 


am 
NISS 


choice for our 
customer. Super 
all round vision for 
the wheelchair 
passenger 
Available in a 
number of base 


vehicle, well received 
by our customers 
carries 1 wheelchair 
passenger and 4 
able-bodied 
passengers. 

~ Available with 


SY ‘oro lee 
Send for the late 


Contact Peter Scu 


The Lewis 


ADAPTATIONS For ALL OUR 
VEHICLES SUPPLIED AND 
FITTED. SwivEL SEATS 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 


vehicle options. ie ee tomatic gearbox. = ‘ 
Head Office: Jordans, Partridge Lane, Rusper, Sussex RH12 4RW Tel: 01293 871019 474 Woodchurch Rd., P 
Works and Northern Office: Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse HD6 1LL Tel: 01484 400795 Merseyside L43 0S 


NO NONSENSE VEHICLE CONVERSIONS 0151 6 
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aviews the 1997 show at Crowthorne 


for details. 
“motor manufacturers exhibit- 
lude Citroen, Diahatsu, Fiat, 
fyundai, Nissan, Peugeot, Seat, 
, Vauxhall and Volkswagen. 
news for wheelchair passengers 
from Interbility, who will be 
g their latest development, the 
ndent Expert. 
h and very attractive, with a car- 
apacity of four plus a 
hair user, it offers quality, com- 
d economy for around £12,500 
1s on a Peugeot 806 MPV chas- 
nd 0S42. Further information 
iterbility, tel: (01438) 747448. 
tacar of Devon will be showing 
test development to help tall or 
eople who drive vans froma 
hair. A raise/lower system is 
yrated into the chair unit com- 
vith car-type seating. All will be 


ur accessible 
ordable 


AY) 


Jour brochure 
Mike Huddart 


ed Group 


_ Birkenhead, Wirral, 
x: 0151 608 9393 


9933 


revealed on Stands B16 and 
B17, or contact Peter Fairall of 
Adaptacar, tel:. (01769) 572785. 
‘Among many information 
givers who have their own sec- 
tion, the Disabled Motorists’ 
Federation will be launching 
their new EURAMP Route 
Planning Service for disabled 
road users, following the suc- 
cess of their award-winning 
UK RAMP project. 

Drawing on their European 
network of disability organisa- 
tions, they have compiled hun- 
dreds of accessible hotels, 
roadside services and accessi- 
ble venues to produce the very 
first international travel 
database for road users with 
disabilities. 

A leaflet, Going Places, which 
outlines the new service, is 
already available. Further 
information about 
RAMP/EURAMP on Stand 
C18 or tel: (01743) 761181. 

The Mobility Roadshow 
embraces the whole concept of 
mobility, from crutches and 
wheelchairs to information 
providers, driver assessments, 
insurance, breakdown services, 
accessories and the very latest 
in high-tech mobility develop- 
ments. 

It covers a huge area, so if 
you are an occasional 
wheelchair user, make sure you 
bring yours with you. Likewise, 


See the Skoda Felicia LXi estate with adaptations by Brig-Ayd Controls 


anyone who uses a scooter or 
power chair is going to need it 
to make the most of the visit. 

For those of you who don’t 
have such things, you can hire 
one for a moderate charge and, 
who ‘knows, the joys and 
delights of being able to circu- 
late so freely and effortlessly 
may just persuade you to invest 
in one of your own... 

If travelling by road, set out 
early, since many thousands 
will be heading the same way 
and queues are inevitable at 
peak times. RAMP (see above) 
can provide a route if you 
don’t know the way. 

There are special arrange- 
ments for those travelling by 
train or arriving by air from 
other countries. 

It’s all for free and it’s the 
envy of the world. Can you 
afford not to miss it? 


For Roadshow information 
(including accessible accom- 
modation for those travelling 


great distances), contact the 
organisers, tel: (01344) 661010 
or 661020. 


If your height is a problem while driving, visit Adaptacar’s stand B16 


) 


QUEEN ELIZABETH’S 


MOTOR INSURANCE FOR 


FOUNDATION FOR 


DISABLED 


DISABLED PEOPLE | PEOPLE 


Special features: 


@ A premium based on your car and 
driving record not your disability. 


No paper work or form filling required 


No claims forms 


24 Hour Accident helpline 
An efficient repair system using the 


latest technology 


Registered Charity No. 251051 


® Courtesy cars provided when 
authorised repairers being used: 


a) Automatic cars provided when 
required by the driver 


b) Lynx controls fitted when suitable 

c) £50 travel benefit per week in 
lieu of a courtesy car 

Medical Helpline open — 24 hours — 

7 days a week 


For a quotation phone 0800 854813 
Minicom 0345 660744 
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Mobility centres put 
you in the driving 
seat, says Helen 
Gregory 


Obvious though it may seem, 
the first step to becoming more 
mobile and independent is to 
discover what you need so as to 
bring it about. 

With this in mind, the Forum 
of Mobility Centres was set up 
ten years ago to help disabled 
and elderly people, and it is 
working hard to create a 
network of centres around the 
country. 

There are already ten of them, 
along with three associate 
members, which assess the 
mobility needs of drivers, 
passengers and wheelchair 
users. Some also give driving 
lessons and conduct research. 

Last year they assessed a total 
of 3,222 people and gave 2,651 
hours of driving tuition. Of the 
assessments, 2,555 were drivers, 
207 were passengers and 460 
were wheelchair users. 

Just before the end of the last 
Government term, the forum 
lobbied MPs to secure a deal 
with the Department of Social 
Security. 

The department has now 
provided a secondee 
development project manager 
who, for the next 18 months, 
will tour the centres, look at 
the needs of each, and work out 
a business plan. 

Morigue Cornwell, director of 


$= Roadshow preview 


Away with the L-plates — now it’s the freedom of the open road 


the Banstead Mobility Centre, 
is chairman of the forum. 

She says: “Mobility 
expectations are increasing as 
well as disabled people’s 
awareness of the forum, which 
is beginning to blossom. 

“We are delighted to have the 
department’s assistance, as it is 
the first time anyone has taken 
a look at the mobility needs of 
disabled and elderly people in 
the UK.” 

Funding is ad hoc — one centre 
is funded by the Department of 
Transport, five are partially or 
totally funded by charities and 
four are linked with the 
National Health Service. 

Charges vary depending on 
the centre and your disability. 


Ms Cornwell says: “They are 
not funded enough and we are 
hoping that the secondee will 
help work out ways we can 
have a co-ordinated strategy for 
the whole of the UK, and open 
new centres. 

“People with mobility problems 
do not want to travel a long way 
to the nearest centre to get help.” 

After an assessment, the 
centre provides a written report 
which the disabled person can 
use to make their own choices 
about what kind of transport 
or car they need. 

Many people using the centres 
get the higher rate mobility 
component of Disability Living 
Allowance, which entitles them 
to use the Motability scheme to 


pay for the car. 

“It’s always worth seeing how 
many options you have and you 
may find something that is near 
your perfect car.” 

Ms Cornwell hopes the Labour 
Government will support the 
forum. “It must back mobility 
— it’s common sense.” 


Your nearest centre 


Banstead Mobility Centre, 
tel: 0181-770-1151 

Cornwall Friends Mobility 
Centre, tel: (01872) 260060 

Derby Regional Mobility 
Centre, tel: (01332) 371929 

Disability Action, Belfast, tel: 
(01232) 491011 

Edinburgh Driving 
Assessment Service, tel: 0131- 
S37 7192 

Hunters Moor Mobility 
Centre, Newcastle, tel: 0191- 
221 0454 

Kilverstone Mobility Centre, 
Norfolk, tel: (01842) 753029 

Mobility Advice and Vehicle 
Information Service (MAVIS), 
Berkshire, tel: (01344) 661000 

Mobility Information 
Service, Shrewsbury, tel: 
(01734) 761889 

Wrightington Mobility 
Centre, Wigan, tel: (01257) 
256409 

Associate members 

Oxford Mobility Centre, tel: 
(01865) 227600 

Birmingham Mobility 
Centre, tel: 0121-442 3434 

Dublin Mobility Centre, tel: 
00 353 1 8338241 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 


ATRAVEL 


CONVCRSIONS 
ee ee EOIN 


by Invatravel Conversions 


Various options of wheelchair 
access available on this super new 


model, including: 


* underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
° hydraulic lowering rear 
suspension with spring assisted 


alloy ramp 
® manual ramps, etc 

Disabled driver options for full 
independence. 


Prices start from £17,425 on the road 
excluding all taxes from which 


disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid, 
tel: 01704 506608, Fax: 01704 506607. 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 
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APPROVED CONVERTER OF 
THE VOLKSWAGEN 
CARAVELLE RANGE 


Money 
matters | 


How to find a good 
value vehicle 


For over 770,000 disabled 
drivers or their families, the i 
route to mobility since 1977 has | 
been the charity Motability. ; 

In return for all or part of 
your higher rate mobility 
component of Disability Living 
Allowance (or War Pensioners’ 
Mobility Supplement), and 
sometimes a deposit, 

Motability offers a leasing 
scheme which gives you a new 
vehicle ranging from a small, 
manual run-about to large 
automatics. Free maintenance 
and servicing are included, as 
well as comprehensive 
insurance (through Royal 
Insurance) and recovery service 
membership. But you must 
return the vehicle (plus any 
adaptations) in good shape 
after three years, and your 
mileage must not exceed 12,000. 

Motability also operates a 
used car hire purchase scheme 
if you want to buy outright, 
and a powered wheelchair 
leasing scheme. 

People who cannot afford 
adaptations, power steering or _ 
a larger vehicle can apply to the 
Motability Charitable Fund. 

The Mobility Equipment Fund 
is for more severely disabled 
people. 

Other ways to get yourself on 
the road: 

* Contact your local garage to | 
see if they have a scheme. A i 
local dealer may be offering ! 
special deals like free insurance 
for 12 months or other incen- | 
tives to shift older models 
before the new ones come in. | 


* Some very good bargains can 
be made in the second hand car 
market. If you cannot buy out- 

| 


right, you may be able to get 
credit from your bank or use 
your mobility allowance. 

The Banstead Mobility 
Centre can supply free advice 
and information from their 
database about car adaptations 
and where to go for them. They 
will send free booklets to 
people who have had a stroke 
or an amputation. 

They can also give you local 
driving instructors who are aware 
of disabled people’s needs. 


Motability Customer Services 
and Helpline, tel: (01279) 
635666. 

Banstead Mobility Centre tele- 
phone, see above left. 
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Rights of passage 


: car, allowing a driver/assistant take your place in society, I difficult; in some it is 
There's more to to load/unload a disabled would urge you to get mobile. impossible for out-of-town 
passenger mobil ity passenger 5 at They are ' pe it whilst you can. With visitors. 
. convenient and easy to use an the new air quality legislation Legislation to ensure access 
than Popemobiles, avoid the “Popemobile” and rumoured local authority and not tax mobility is a must. 
says Peter La rge criticism levied at some rear- traffic control measures, your Given National Bike Week, Sir Peter Large is a governor of 
access vehicles. freedom to use the roads may Walk to School Week and Motability and former chair- 
Talk of cars and practically When the Mobility soon be curtailed. Getting into National Car-Free Day, we man of the Joint Committee on 
everyone thinks of drivers. But Roadshow has helped you to some town centres is already could be in for a fight. Mobility for Disabled People. 


you don’t need a pilot’s license 
to fly abroad and for many 
disabled people successful 
motoring consists of being 
driven. : i 
Of course current technology 
makes it possible for virtually 
any disabled person to drive, 


It’s good news! The Hyundai Accent Coupé 1.3i _ With 3 years’ Hyundai RAC assistance, 3 years’ 


3-door now has an automatic gearbox and power- unlimited mileage warranty and a full 6 years’ anti- 


but not everyone wants to and > assisted steering option. perforation warranty, overall peace of mind is 
the gadgetry can be costly. Asif this isn’t enough, it’s also available on contract assured. 
Driving from a wheelchair hire without, an advance payment*. sits _For further details of our Motability scheme and 


was first demonstrated here in 

the 1970s American TV 
rogramme featuring the vi he es aoe 

| ees Ironside. He but an advance payment will | q U 00 ¢ . ae — SFUpotabilit a. 

chose to use a van and drive Vania ia a 

from his wheelchair. 

For ordinary, severely disabled 
mortals, not earning American 
lawyers’ salaries, the idea of 
spending £45,000 to drive in a 
wheelchair is not the best way 
of wasting money, particularly 
if you need help at both ends of 
the journey. 

Fortunately, the Mobility 
Roadshow will feature many 
cheaper alternatives for getting 
to where it’s at. 


2 The automatic | arene ssion and power spsisied full information on the exciting Hyundai range of 


: coupés, hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call free 


Nothing up front. 
Except power assisted steering 


and automatic transmission. 


‘Legislation to ensure 
access and not tax 
mobility is a must’ 


There will be a range of rear 
access vehicles in which a driver/ 
assistant can load a disabled 
person in a wheelchair into the 
vehicle, up a ramp, or by means 
of an electric or hydraulic 
wheelchair lift. The variety 
should meet anyone's needs. 

Travelling in a vehicle whilst 
seated in a wheelchair is far less 
comfortable than travelling in 
the passenger seat of a car. 
Ordinary wheelchairs give no 
lateral support and the 
sideways thrust whenever the 
vehicle corners is tiring. 

Ordinary wheelchairs also do 
not offer the sort of seat 
comfort adjustments now 
featured in cars. 

If you travel far, travelling in a 
car seat specifically designed 
for the purpose will get you 
where you need to go feeling 
fresher. 

Rotating and telescoping 
passenger seats aid the transfer 
to and from wheelchair and 
passenger seat. 


For more severely disabled 


i is on request. The Accent Coupé 1.3i (manual) is £7,599, the Accent Coupé 1.3: 
eo le who lack arm and le Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. *Subject to status. Written detai q 
P P 8 (automatic) is £8,799 and the Accent Coupe 1. 3LSi (automatic) is £9,999 - all prices quoted are on the road and include 12 months’ Road Fund Licence. Optional metallic paint shown available at extra cost. 


function, there are also 
personal hoists. Some can be 
fitted to the roof of almost any 
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gas Roadshow preview 


A quick ToeRNeRNG 


Which breakdown firm gives disabled drivers the best treatment? 


Green Flag 


The Green Flag National 
Breakdown service offers two 
types of cover for disabled 
drivers. 

Premiere Cover (£71) 
includes roadside repairs of 
minor problems, recovery of 
the car, driver, and up to five 
passengers after an accident 
or breakdown and drives you 
to the nearest garage within 
ten miles, or to a garage 
within ten miles of your 
destination. 

Premiere Plus (£84) offers all 
this plus an extra care service 
which includes up to £25,000 
to pursue legal claims, a 
chauffeur, an overnight stay, 
and free car hire for one day. 

Home call is included in the 
cover. It offers a rapid 
response pledge — paying £10 
to motorists who are not 
reached within an hour. 


Tel: (0800) 800662 


AA 


All orange badge holders, not 
covered by a Motability 
scheme, get 12.5 per cent dis- 
count on any membership deal 
from the AA. 

Single membership for 
roadside assistance costs £35, 
£64 with relay and £85 with 


The AA offers a discount to disabled members 


RAC 


Disabled motorists can join RAC Response for £74. 

As well as giving you the rescue, recovery and “at home” services, 
this offers you the service of a personal incident manager to help 
smooth things along. In the case of a serious accident, you and up 
to four passengers and car can be taken anywhere in the UK by 
hire car, train or taxi. It also offers free legal and technical advice 
and a replacement car for up to three days if your car is stolen. 


Tel: (0800) 550550 


portable minicom compact can 
use the minicom service, tel: 
(0800) 887766, to contact an 
operator. 
The AA Disabled Helpline is 
~ on (0800) 262050 for 
information and advice. 


homestart and relay. 

Drivers of single-seater, 
motor-propelled, three- 
wheeled invalid carriages can 
have annual membership for 
£10 which includes relay, relay 
plus and homestart services. 

Hearing impaired motorists 


who break down and have a Tel: (0800) 919595 


S & NOT A VAN 


© Our adaptation of this ultra modern 
people carrier is designed primarily to 
carry a wheelchair using passenger and 
up to 5 other persons. 


® Retaining all the standard interior and exterior features 


of the VW Sharan 


® There is the option of single or double light-weight 


loading ramps 


® A retractable side step is also available 


® Our dedicated wheelchair area 
caters for 95% of standard & 
electrical chairs in use 


All vehicles are tailored to individual needs. 
Prices from £17,650.00 on the road 
Telephone for a no obligation one day free trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


CASTLE UPON TYNE 


24 NEW STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191 272 1313 
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Privilege Insurance 


Launched in 1994, Privilege’s Mobility Master scheme actively 
promotes itself to disabled drivers as well as other drivers who are 


classed as “non-standard”. 


It claims that it will insure any driver with a licence, without 
asking for medical records or GP referrals. 
The scheme offers a courtesy car or mobility benefit of £30 a day 
(up to £600) if an accident renders the car immobile. 

Drivers get roadside or home assistance after a breakdown or 
accident, transport home or overnight accommodation. 

It also includes after-accident care (a private ambulance, for 


example) and free legal protection. 


The charges will vary depending on the vehicle, driver, and area. 


Tel: (0990) 998800 


I’m driven to 
distraction... 


Andy Healey muses on his ideal car 


What’s the perfect car for me? 
Well, I suppose it would be one 
that came to heel at the touch 
of a button, positioned itself 
overhead accurately and low- 
ered itself smoothly into posi- 
tion around me, with all the 
controls to hand and the radio 
pre-tuned. 

In the days of power 
everything — brakes, steering 
seats and door 
mirrors — when can 
we have a power 
car? It should be 
available as a free 
option, or at least 
no more expensive 
than automatic 
transmission. 
Driving is fine, it’s getting in 
and out of the damn thing that 
causes all the aggravation. 

But let’s get real. Until that 
day dawns, we may have to 
entertain smaller fantasies such 
as self-repairing roof linings for 
wheelchair users, automatic 
locating points for walking aids 
slung from the driver’s side and 
a truly foolproof signalling 
system for getting help at self- 
service petrol stations. Some 


sort of crossbow would suffice. - 


I would really like an 
automatic hand for returning 


waves to people who greet you 
while you’re negotiating a 
roundabout. If anyone has a 
grudge against disabled drivers 
they should stand alongside the 
Hogarth roundabout and wave 
madly at every orange badge 
they see. 

More practically, the 
technology now exists for 
ae people to drive 

themselves. So 
why not 
incorporate 
adaptations into 
standard model 
ranges? It would 
be great if hand 
controls could be 
put inside the 
steering columns of all new 
cars. 

I see the clutchless manual 
gearbox is now finding its way 
down from supercar to mass 
market divisions. The Renault 
Clio has it, following the lead 
of the Tiptronic gearbox in the 
Porsche 911 and the Saab 900. 

One final thing. I need a really 
offensive sticker for glueing to 
windscreens of people who 
misuse disabled parking bays. 
How about text borrowing 
from the Harry Enfield 
character, “Oi, you — no!”? 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 


Elap Rotating Car Seat 
Seats designed for most 
makes and models of both 
two and four door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 

Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 

Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 
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Michael Turner 
RES ee 
Hot on the 
heels of the 
Star Wars 
trilogy and 
at the head 
of an inva- 
sion of sci- 
ence fiction 
movies due to hit cinemas over 
the summer, The Fifth Element 
promised to be something 
more than run-of-the-mill Hol- 
lywood sci-fi. 

With a blockbuster budget 
and French director Luc Besson, 
this film had the potential to 
rank with the likes of 2001 and 
Blade Runner. It certainly tries 
hard to attain this, with its story 
of an opening in space which 
allows an evil force to attack 
the Earth every 3,000 years. 

“The Fifth Element” is 
delivered courtesy of another 
mysterious alien race and is 
mankind’s only hope of repelling 
the enemy. It comes in the form 
of Leeloo, a perfect human 


being who has been genetically 
engineered, played by model- 
turned-actress Milla Jovovich. 
The invading aliens are only 
ever seen in the form of a 
blazing fireball, but Leeloo’s 
beauty and perfection are 
counterposed by their ally on 
earth, Zarg (Gary Oldman), 
who comes complete with 
every cliche in a sci-fi baddie — 
limp, calliper (heard not seen — 


eS 


No sci-fi can be without its army: bulldog-like Mangalor warriors at the ready 


a metallic clang every time he 
walks), small scar by his right 
eye and nervous tick when 
things don’t go to plan. 

Such banal imagery is an early 
indicator of the film’s inadequacy, 
Its saving grace is that Besson 
seems to realise after an hour of 
poe-faced seriousness that the 
plot is pure hokum and the sets 
and costumes look more like a 
comic book than serious 


BL The Fifth Element 


science fiction. So he changes 
tack, to humour and farce. 
Refreshing as this is, it is 
probably only as funny as it 
seems after the dirge of the first 
hour. The crass inclusion of a 
joke based on a minor character’s 
deafness serves as a reminder 
that in terms of disability, and 
just about everything else, the 
film offers nothing that we 
haven’t seen many times before. 


The 24th annual Strawberry 
Fair on Midsummer Common 
in Cambridge in June was, for 
me, the best. 

The fair started with a 
procession of floats and music 
through the centre of Camb- 
ridge and then there was a day 
of acts and amusements of all 
types “for the people of 
Cambridge, by the people of 
Cambridge”, all of them 
volunteers. 

On six stages bands played 
over 50 hours of music ranging 
from Dub to Dance, Classical 
to Comedy. Ezio were there — 


Look out for 


Gioya Steinke writes: 

Access Day at this year’s Sum- 
mer Exhibition at the Royal 
Academy of Arts is on 7 July. 
Entry is free for all visitors 
with disabilities, senior citizens 
and mothers with children 
under five. 

Visually impaired visitors can 
touch 25 sculptures. There is a 
large print list of them and the 
pieces are marked with large 
numbers and in braille. Volun- 
tary guides can be booked and 
are most helpful (tel: 0171-494 
5733). So are wheelchairs! (tel: 
0171-494 5677/8). Everywhere is 
accessible, including a beautiful 


the band which got their big 
break when Tony Blair chose 
them as one of his records on 
Desert Island Discs. 

The finale explored the 
scientific principles of light 
using a spectacular mix of 
lasers, strobes and stage scans. 

The big difference this year 
was that Access for All had 
been taken on board. 
Motorised wheelchairs were 
provided free of charge and 
platforms and viewing areas 
were built at all the stages to 
enable everyone to see the 
entertainment. An Access for 
All exhibition pressed the point 
home. 

It was good to see so many 
people with special needs 
enjoying the fair — the prior 
publicity must have attracted 
them. Good access made, as 
someone said to me, “a far 
more pleasant day for the 
whole family”. 

Mark Smith 


glass lift. The outdoor cafe will 
stay open on Sundays in July 
till 8.30pm with a free glass of 
Pimm’s if you buy a ticket after 
6pm, and there’s live music in 
the open courtyard. 

Exhibition ends 10 August. 
Enquiries: tel: 0171-494 5678. 


Almeida Opera 1997 includes 
the British premiere of Helmut 
Oehring’s Dokumentation 1, 
which explores deafness. 17-18 
July, 8pm. Tel: 0171-359 4404. 


Share Music, weekly summer 
residential courses in different 
parts of the country, is devised 
by Richard Stilgoe and Michael 
Swallow. Tel: (01232) 669042. 


Art performance 


Untitled 
Performance 
(Table) 


The musical version of this 
“cross-artform public art pro- 
ject” by Jason E Bowman at 
Glasgow’s Centre for Contem- 
porary Arts (which was to be 
filmed by local deaf people) 
was halfway through its six 
hour performance when I arrived. 

In the middle of the room 
Marc Smith, a dancer, was 
sitting barefoot on top of a 
table planing away layers of 
wood in steady motion. On the 
floor were wood chippings and 
chopped off table legs. 

Whilst this was happening, 
two musicians (Charles Gayle, 
a saxophonist from New York, 
and Sunny Murray, known as 
the father of Avant Garde 
Drumming) played their 
instruments vigorously. 

The audience seated round 
the room appeared captivated 
by the music — their body 
language (drumming fingers, 
nodding heads, leg movements) 
showed apparent approval. I 
could also see expressions of 
curiosity about the table and 
could imagine their wondering 
about its significance. 

In contrast, the man on the 
table slowly and quietly planed 
away. It was difficult to imagine 
what the stripped layers signified 
— cares of the world? — looking 
for truth? — peeling away 
problems? Then, in the end, 


Glasgow based artist Jason E 
Bowman: message not received 


nothing. 

It was certainly different from 
any performance I had 
previously experienced. And if 
a message was there, then its 
significance escaped me. 

Juliette Jones 


Video top five 


1. THE GLIMMER MAN 
(Warner): Homicide CT 
detective Steven Seagal om 


gives chase to a serial killer. 


2. DRAGONHEART (CIC): 


Sean Connery is the CW 
5M 


voice of the dragon. 


3. THE CRAFT (Columbia 


Tristar): Three teenage 

witches get crafty. Ll 
4. THE LONG KISS GOOD- 
NIGHT (EV): Geena Davis as 
housewife/hit-woman. 

5. THE NUTTY PROFESSOR 
(CIC): Eddie Murphy in 
remake of this screwball “Ws 
comedy. 

Chart supplied by MIRB. 


Television 


Chris Davies 
Paes Se 


Apart from 
See Hear and 
Link weekly, 
this has been 
a scarce 
month. 

A documen- 
tary in the : 
QED series claiming to tell 
“The true story of the Elephant 
Man” (BBC1, 27 May) brought 
modern technology to parts of 
John Merrick’s skeleton in the 
hope that more could be found 
about his condition. Since very 
little could be added to what 
was already known, all the 
programme did was extend the 
voyeurism, which Merrick was 
very used to. He might not have 
objected to being part of a freak 
show, but these days we don’t 
do that kind of thing — do we? 

In much the same way, half a 
dozen wheelchair users chose to 
be part of a poster campaign in 
America. You wouldn’t know 
about this unless, like me, you 
accidentally caught Leeza 
(CHS, 9 June). Yet another 
American talk show where the 
hosts tackle a human condition 
with several examples going 
through agony, which serves to 
provoke the audience into 
feverish participation. 

This one was rather quieter 
than most since the subject was 
“Sexy but Disabled”. I suspect 
the audience and the host were 
rather overawed by the 
example’s statements. Most of 
the show was positive, due to 
the self confidence of the 
disabled people. However, these 
sexy people were all beautiful 
people from our community 
who, if they hadn’t gained an 
impairment, would be athletes, 
actors and models. Also, 
despite the positive tone, we 
still got questions about how 
did they feel after the accident — 
guaranteed to gain sympathy 
before admiration. Still, how 
many other talk shows take on 
disability like this? 

By the time you read this, 
BBC2 viewers will have seen a 
climax to the second season of 
“Murder One” (10 June). The 
third story was about a self 
confessed serial killer who 
claimed he killed anyone who 
had escaped justice in court. 
Why? Because his brother with 
learning difficulties had been 
murdered and the guilty man 
looked like he would get away. 

Actually, the serial killer 
killed his brother because he 
couldn’t stand the strain of 
caring for him any longer. He 
blocks out the memory and 
kills others. The jury 
sympathise and let him go. A 
bit dubious for me. It spoilt my 
admiration of the show. 
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30 Advertisement 


Disabled Drivers 
Freedom 
Festival | 


(Beaulieu, Hampshire) 
7th - 8th June 


Celebrating the 75th 
Anniversary of the Disabled ! 
Drivers Motor Club and | 
sponsored by Vauxhall Mobility, | 
the Freedom Festival is free to 
disabled visitors with conces- 
sionary rates for children and 
teenagers. 

In addition to all the 
attractions of Beaulieu, the 
Palace House and Gardens, the 
National Motor Museum and 
the 13th century Abbey, the 
Freedom Festival offers a 
Vintage Fair, The Wheelchair 
Challenge, Motor Cavalcade 
and Lifestyle Exhibition. You 
will be able to test drive an 
adapted vehicle, watch a 
falconry display by one of 
Britain’s leading experts, 
Jemima Perry - and look over 
one of the latest Brotherwood 
Automobility converted 
Volkswagen Sharans. 

The southern heat of the 
RAC Response 1997 Disabled 
Driver of the Year Competition 
takes place on Saturday, 
followed by the Big Bash 
Barbeque, comedy from the 

G&S Society, line dancing and 
Beating The Retreat with 
special guest, Falklands hero 
Simon Weston. 

To register for your free / 
ticket, call the Disabled 
Person’s free ticket service on 
(01275) 836465 weekdays 


between Yam - 5pm. 


Freeing the 
Whittington | 
Spirit 


Westminster City Council has 
chosen a Brotherwood 
Automobility converted 

Volkswagen Sharan as official 

transport for the new Lord Mayor 
of London and Lady Mayoress 
who is a wheelchair user. 


The Brotherwood converted | 
Volkswagen Sharan will be used | 
exclusively as mayoral transport 
to functions throughout the 
year’s extensive social calendar 
and will do much to raise the 
profile of the wheelchair user in 
and around the City of London. 

The Lord Mayor’s one year 
term of office represents a 
demanding programme of events | 
and a fitting test for the depend- | 
ability and functional elegance | 
of Brotherwood technology 
and craftsmanship. | 
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Unveiled two years ago, the 
Brotherwood Volkswagen 
Sharan conversion incorporates 
a host of exclusive innovations 
from the drawing boards at 
Brotherwoods which have 
become key elements in the 
vehicle’s success story. The 
same innovations are now 
available on the full range of 
front wheel drive versions of the 
Ford Galaxy, Seat Alhambra and 
Volkswagen Sharan. 


At the 
top of the 
transfer list 


The unique features of the 
Brotherwood Automobility 
Transfer Beam, which enables a 
disabled or elderly passenger to 
enter and exit a car while 
remaining seated, can now be 
utilised by owners of Ford 
Galaxy, Volkswagen Sharan and 
Seat Alhambra vehicles. 

The Transfer Beam’s double 
rotation action enables the front 
passenger seat to rotate within 
the car while the beam sweep 
extends the seat outwards 
placing the passenger clear of 
the vehicle in one simple 
effortless operation. 

The Brotherwood Transfer 
Beam uses the car’s original 
seat and maintains the original 
seating position. Fitting of the 
seat can be undertaken by 
Brotherwoods factory 


Phone: Brotherwood 


Automobility Ltd. 01935 


872603 for details. 


A Side Step 
we're proud of 


Already in service on 
hundreds of vehicles 
nationwide, the Brotherwood 
Slimline Electric Step is proving 
a fine combination of state of 
the art technology and quality 
assurance. 

Intended for use on 
minibuses and MPVs where a 
high sill height makes access a 
problem for people with a 
walking disability, the Electric 
Step is constructed entirely in 
stainless steel and nylon to 
combat the most inhospitable of 
year-round underbody 
environments. 

The push-button operated 
Brotherwood Slimline Electric 
Step incorporates an automatic 
retract safety feature if the 
vehicle is driven away with the 
step out. 

Fitting of the step can be 
undertaken by Brotherwoods or 
supplied as a kit and fitted 
locally by a reputable garage. 


New for 1997 - Bespoke 


BROTHERWOOD 


Tallboy Conversion 
for Volkswagen 


Caravelle 


Wheelchair users seated tall 
in their chairs will appreciate 
the full 60 inches of headroom 
offered by the new Brotherwood 
Automobility Tallboy conver- 
sion of the Volkswagen 
Caravelle. 

Degrees of customer com- 
patibility only available in a 
bespoke product are evident in 
the attention paid to the restraint 
of the wheelchair and a 


wheelchair passenger seatbelt- 
ing system tailored specifically 
to the individual user. 
Customers requiring that 
something extra in a vehicle 
conversion can specify their 
own personalised seating plan. 
Retaining the original roof, 
passenger seat height and 
vehicle suspension were major 
considerations incorporated by 
the Brotherwood design team. 


Equally important, the Tallboy 
Conversion requires no 
lowering system and is quick, 
simple and easy to load with a 
shallow counterbalanced ramp. 

The same level of 
engineering excellence and 
close collaboration with the 
vehicle manufacturer that 
ensured the suecess of the 
Brotherwood Automobility 
converted Volkswagen Sharan 
has set an unparalleled standard 
for the 1997 Brotherwood 
Tallboy. 


Converted 
Vehicle 
Insurance 


Brotherwood have launched 
a very competitive Motor 
Insurance Policy underwritten 
by Commercial Union for any 
client owning one of their 
vehicles converted for the 
transportation of a wheelchair 
bound passenger. 

Customers may also qualify 
for an introductory bonus where 
purchase is a second car. 


For details contact: 
Thomas & Co. 
Tel: 01929 462700 


Crowthorne Mobility Roadshow 


The Department of 
Transport’s Mobility Road 
Show, the largest mobility event 
in the UK calendar, returns to 
Crowthorne in Berkshire in 
July. 

As befits an event of 
paramount importance, 
Brotherwood Automobility 
Limited will be displaying their 
new, custom-built conversion of 
the Volkswagen Caravelle and 
launching their dynamic new 
small vehicle conversion. 

After an extensive develop- 
ment period comencing June 
1994 and its debut at the 1995 


Phone: Brotherwood 
Automobility Ltd. 
Tel: 01935 872603 for details. 


11th - 13th July 


Mobility Road Show the first 
fully converted Volkswagen 
Sharans were delivered to 
customers in May 1996, and at 
this years Mobility Road Show 
the vehicle No.100 will be 
handed over to the Woking 
branch of the M.S. Society, 
replacing their 8 year old 
Brotherwood converted Nissan 
Prairie. 

While Brotherwood 
converted Volkswagen Sharans 
are already setting new 
standards for quality built, top 
of the range conversions for 
wheelchair passengers, their 
new small vehicle design brings 
renowned Brotherwood 
versatility and innovation to the 
economy end of the market. 

Whatever your require- 
ments in a vehicle conversion, 


you will find something to 
match your individual needs and 
budget on the Brotherwood 
Automobility stand at 
Crowthorne. 

If you would like to know 
more about Brotherwood 
conversions or you are interested 
in good quality pre-owned 
vehicles, hire, leasing or finance, 
the company will be pleased to 
help. 

Home demonstrations can 
usually be arranged or you may 
prefer to visit the showroom and 
factory. 

The people at Brotherwood 
welcome visitors and are always 
pleased to discuss individual 
needs. With designers and 
engineers working together on 
site the company can truly claim 
to offer a comprehensive and 
competitive service - all under 
one roof. 


Watch this (Compact) space 


Currently under develop- 
ment with its first public 
appearance now only 


weeks away, Brotherwood 
Automobility is soon to 
unveil a new, small vehicle 
conversion for wheelchair 
passengers that will cost as 
little as £16,000. 


Based on a popular MPV 
featuring power steering and 
automatic transmission as 
standard and taking-up less 
space than many medium- 
sized saloon cars, the conver- 
sion fills the niche in the low 
headroom-up to 50 inches. A 
vehicle to suit the smaller 
wheelchair user with all the 
refinements of more expensive 
MPV conversions. 


en a 
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Naidex 31 


New look, new style but... 


DN sends in the experts to check out Naidex Care Management '97 and the new aids and equipment 


MOBILITY 


By Rob Jackson 


Day one of the first ever 
Naidex Care Management 
(NCM) in May at the NEC 
was qulet. 

The organisers, Reed 
Exhibitions, have relaunched 
Naidex to attract exhibits from 
companies which sell to 
professional carers, and 
anticipated fewer general interest 
visitors or disabled people. 

There were concessions, 
though, and the general public 
was certainly not excluded. 
When | arrived at around mid- 
day, six complimentary 
wheelchairs, courtesy of 
Comfort Aids, had been loaned 
to visitors and there was a test 
track sponsored by Pride UK. 

Mobility aids manufacturers 
may have stayed away to save 
up for the Mobility Roadshow 
next month. But the shortage 
of high-spec, attractive, 
personal wheels could have 
had more to do with the new . 
focus of NCM. 

Certainly there was a distinctly 
different look and feel, reflected 
in the attendance figures. At 
Wembley, 35 per cent of visitors 
were general public; at the NEC 
it was 15 per cent, and 42 per 
cent of all visitors came with 
purchasing authority. 

Private lounges for the 
entertainment of buyers were 
more in evidence. Blue and 
gold carpeting, reflecting the 
NCM logo, covered the entire 
floor of Hall One and took 
much strain out of the foot- 
slog. But I wouldn’t have felt 


Boing: the “best engineered” 
suspended manual wheelchair 


the same if I had been pushing 
around. As one visitor put it, 
“At the end of the day, who 
pays for all this?” 

Delichon was demonstrating 
a unique cushion making 
machine called Foam-Karve. 
This mobile plant can create a 
high definition, fully moulded 
cushion in minutes following 
the precise contours of a body 


mould, which itself only takes 
minutes to form. 

It was a fascinating display of 
ingenuity and technical 
application to a notoriously 
difficult problem. 

Talking of comfort, Boing 
should be a great help over 
cobbles and bumps. Not the 
first independently suspended 
manual wheelchair I have seen, 
but certainly the best 
engineered. The castors are 
mounted with coil springs 
between the chair frame and 
the wheel. The driving wheels 
are suspended on double A- 
frames which keep them in line 
and at the same angle while 
moving up and over bumps. 

Boing is a multi-purpose 
manual, easily adjusted for use 
round home, office, gym or 
campsite. It can carry up to 18 
stones (115kg). At £1,995 it is 
not cheap, but you could use 
your NHS wheelchair voucher 
to off-set the price. 

Boing is from the Colours 
range by Permobil of 
California, available from 
Wheelchair Technology, tel: 
(01642) 241449/213670. 
Incidentally, the new catalogue 
is an excellent example of 
positive images of disabled 
people — lessons here for 
Gerald Simonds Healthcare. 

A stunning range of colourful 
mobility aids from Rebotec in 
Germany was looking for UK 


Golden opportunity: Naidex crowd on carpeted floors at the NEC 


outlets. It makes adjustable 
elbow crutches, walking frames 
with and without wheels, 
tetrapods, and other items in 
nylon, aluminium and fibre-glass. 
Concentric aluminium tubes, 


The iiiFangar Freestyle 


An attractively designed powered elevating 
wheelchair in the colours of your choice! 


REACH FOR INDEPENDENT 


OPPORTUNITY. 


© At Home 
® At School 
© At College 
® In Any Workplace 
© For Shopping 
© For Socialising 


CALL US ON 
01544 267674 
for a FREE 
DEMONSTRATION 
or 

> CONTACT US AT 


iitkangar International Lid., 


Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 


Fax: 01544 260287 


which slide into each other to 
allow for adjustment, are 
separated from each other by 
nylon brushes — so no clicks. In 
Germany a pair of elbow 
crutches would cost about £22. 


If they meet British standards, 
they will be available through 
Camp, tel: 0121-433 4411. 

A new range of battery 
chargers are tiny (not much 
longer than a biro), lightweight 
and powerful. They give more 
recharging cycles, claims the 
manufacturer, and can be used 
with gel, wet-cell and recharge- 
able or dry-cell batteries. At 
least as effective as standard 
battery chargers, they are light 
enough to be incorporated into 
your power chair or scooter (or 
carried as hand luggage by air). 

When disconnected from the 
mains, they can be left connect- 
ed to the battery without 
discharging it. Soneil Internat- 
ional (UK), tel: (01298) 73855. 

For a conventional charger 
with high reliability, try J M 
Clarke (Electrical Engineering), 
tel: 0116-283 3321. 

In contrast to the public keep- 
out feel of NCM 97, Terry 
Lifts were pleased to talk about 
their fully accessible mobility 
show-home on the Longridge 
Trading Estate near Knutsford, 
Cheshire. You can try out a 
comprehensive range, not just 
their own, and it is all for sale. 

Terry’s new hydraulic steplift 
was a winner in the Naidex 
New Product Showcase. Three 
incorporated steps will bridge 
up to 580mm (about 1ft 10in) 
horizontally when the platform 

Continued on page 34 


“Find out why the 
world’s most chosen 
stairlift is Stannah.”’ 


All over the “ 
world, more people 
have chosen a 
Stannah Stairlift 
than any other. 


@ FREE home survey. » 


@ Fastest delivery. 


= Custom-built for 
your stairs - straight 
or curved. 


RAYMOND BAXTER. 


= 10 year parts 
warranty. 


= Nationwide 
24 hour call out, 
365 days a year. 


@ British Standards 
approved. 


® Buy direct from 
Stannah at a price 
you can afford. 


Call free 0800 75 124 ext.328 


Or write to Stannah Stairlifts Ltd: Dept 328, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Please send me details of Stannah Stairlifts. Are you enquiring for your household [_] 


Or relative living elsewhere [_] 


Name 


® 
Dept 328 


Address 


Stannah 


Postcode Telephone 


The world’s most chosen stairlift 
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IN THE HOME 


By Julie O’Keeffe 


I passed through the impressive 
computerised reception of the 
new look Naidex Care Man- 
agement exhibition hoping to 
find the expanded areas of 
nursing and residential home 
equipment promised in the cat- 
alogue. But they weren’t there. 
The most striking change was 
the lack of charitable and 
voluntary agencies — a great 
shame, because it is essential 
that disabled people and 
professionals know about these 
organisations. They often fulfil 
a vital role alongside statutory 
agencies to provide funding 
towards equipment, for 
example, peer counselling, or 
information exchange. 


Speaking to people during the 
day, I picked up a strong feeling 
that the show should be aimed 
more at disabled people than 
healthcare professionals. 

Although these professionals 
often hold the purse strings, it 
is important that users’ views 
and choices are considered and 
this can only happen when users 
are well informed and have 
access to information. Publica- 
tions, information services and 
exhibitions are essential. 

There were few new products 
for use in the home, though 
some companies have devel- 
oped and extended existing 
ranges in interesting ways. 


Brilliant robotic aid 

The Handy 1, well-known as a 
robotic feeding device, can now 
help people with other activi- 
ties, such as drinking, shaving, 


G&M 


COACHWORK 
SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair 
accessible conversions based on 
most popular makes. 
Conversions on new or good 


quality used base vehicles. 
Also a stock of used, refurbished 
van conversions & mini buses. 

Conversions for 1 to 4 

wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 

electric lifts, ramps or lowering 

suspension. 

For advice & information on 

conversion & motability contact 

David Vooght. Tel: 01803 812260. 

Fax: 01803 813668. 


Commission 
agents 
required 

NE NW 

SE SW 


Roll-aid converts your manual 
wheelchair into a power chair 


Attached and removed in seconds and will fit 95% 


of chairs in use. 


Highly manoeuvrable indoors and outdoors. 

0-5mph variable speed control with easily operated central 
tiller for steering and forward and reverse on 

central rocker switch. 

20 mile range. 

Complete with gell cell batteries and charger unit. 

Fraction of the cost of power chairs with extremely low 
maintenance costs. 

Fits in car boot or back seat. 

Delivered to your door. 


Call for a free brochure. 


0181 668 1908 
0113 261 1268 
Commission agents required NE NW SE SW 
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From blusher to lipstick: Jane Smith shows off Handy 1’s talents 


cleaning their teeth, playing 
games, painting, drawing — and 
applying make-up. 

This last is not unimportant, 
as many service providers 
think, but vital to a woman’s 
self esteem and confidence. 
Handy 1 is the only product in 
this country designed to help 
with the task. 

It is operated by single switch 
input devices that can be activ- 
ated by any part of the body, 
including the chin or eye blink. 

The feeding system has been 
improved and works with a 
scanning LED display 
positioned behind the new-style 
feeding tray. This has seven 
channels which the user can 
choose in any order by 
activating the switch when the 
scanning light for that channel 
comes on. 

The system has a memory, so 
the first time a channel is 


selected, it will pick up food 
from the first third of the 
channel, next time from the 
middle section and next time 
from the bottom of the 
channel. After three selections, 
the device remembers all the 
food has been “scooped”, and 
the scanner misses this channel 
out of the sequence to avoid 
wasting the user’s time and 
effort. The pace of the meal 
and the order in which food is 
consumed is up to the user. 
The make-up attachments 
work on the same principle, 
allowing a user to select a range 
of cosmetics, including 
foundation, eye shadow, lip 
stick and blusher. From £4,000. 
A short video and/or multi 
media pack on CD ROM is an 
introduction to Handy 1. Rehab 
Robotics, tel: (01782) 294477. 
Most curved stairlifts ascend 
or descend along the wall side 


BSTA is a Trade Association which includes a 
Wheelchair Distributors Section. Our nationwide 
membership network has over 100 local outlets selling 
and repairing Powerchairs and Scooters. They do it 
well and they do it ethically. They have high standards 
- the Association makes sure of it. That's why we think 
the first step to trouble free independence is to contact 
us for a list of our members. 


Call us or write to us today. 


We worry about standards so you 
don't have to. 


BSTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 


of the staircase and most 
staircases, if not completely 
straight will turn or “fan” to 
one side at the top. 

If the stairs fan to the right 
and left or there are stairs with 
a doorway along the way, the 
track of a straight or curved 
stairlift will obstruct. 


Stairs and chairs 

Chiltern’s new stairlift runs 
along the inside of the staircase 
avoiding the problem of 
obstruction. It is weather sealed 
and suitable for outdoor use. 

The seat unit looks fairly 
standard, but the track is bulky - 
and may stick out in the home. 

It is more expensive than 
other stairlifts, about £6,000, 
but you may be able to get a 
Disabled Facilities Grant if the 
alternative is an expensive 
through-floor lift or ground 
floor adaptations. Chiltern 
Medical Developments, tel: 
(01869) 246470. 

The Hydro Tilt Waterchair, 
designed to give pressure relief 
and comfort, is an upholstered 
armchair with an integral 
water cushion in the seat base 
and backrest. i 

I was assured that the Tissue 
Viability Centre was pleased 
with recent trials and its 
research will be available soon. 

Water gives good pressure 
relief because it conforms to 
the user and spreads pressure 
over a larger surface area, but it 
is not used widely because of 
its instability. In this chair, each 
cushion has been split into 
three compartments to try and 
improve stability. The deep seat | 
and high armrests and backrest || 
help to increase security. 

The tilt in space facility is 
operated by a handle behind 
the chair, inaccessible to the 
seated user. But they can stay 
seated while the chair is tilted 
by someone else — an advantage 
over some other chairs where 
the user needs to be moved out 
and then moved back. 

For children/small adults, the 
Spectrum Waterchair comes in 
a range of colours and patterns. 
From £795 for adults, from 
£710 for children. CareFlex, tel: 
(01803) 875300. 

Disabled people in Denmark 
helped develop the Jupiter 
range of single lever taps. They 
use a rotating ball valve that is 
supposed to give better control 
over the flow of water — the first 
turn gives 50 per cent of flow 
and so prevents splashing and a 
strong gush; the second turn 
brings the flow up to 100 per 
cent. Mixers and non mixers 
are available with a range of 
lever lengths. From £117 a pair. 
Nicholls and Clarke (Phlexicare 
division), tel: 0171-247 5432. 


Julie O’Keeffe is a freelance 
occupational therapist and 
senior OT at the Spinal Injuries 
Unit, Stanmore. 
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CHILDREN 


By Jane Joester 


Although the NEC is easy to 
get to and the wide aisles gave 
easy access, there were few 
children’s products to see and 
some major manufacturers 
were missing. 

Camp, distributor for Tumble 
Forms, showed the Lars car 
seat, which is highly adjustable 
for children with special needs. 

Although expensive, it has a 
number of features not found 
elsewhere. There are adjust- 
ments to seat depth and width 
and back height, and a 25 
degree tilt of the seat. The car 
seat belt is used through seat 
belt guides after the seat base 
has been clamped into the car. 

A most useful feature is a 
separate swivel base, which 
allows the seat to face out of 
the car so a child can be 
transferred easily. Two sizes are 
available, from a minimum seat 
width and depth of 22cm and 
21cm to a maximum of 35cm 
and 40cm. Optional extras are 
a headrest, thoracic pads, hip 
strap, four-point harness, 
fixation jacket and clamping 
plate, groin strap, footstraps 
and abduction block. From 
£805.35 to £1,138.70. Swivel 
base alone, £805.35 and 
£864.35. Tel: 0121-433 4411. 

Scandic Rehab (formerly 
Rainbow Rehab) were showing 
the Kid’s walker by Dolomite. I 
liked its non-medical look. 

This is a “back” walker, 
which comes in two sizes, 42- 
55cm (fuschia) and 48-61cm 
(blue). There are a range of 
options: back rubber feet, 
locking wheels, ordinary 
wheels or swivel castors. Extras 
include forearm supports and 
hip guides. The walker folds 
easily for transport. £105-£240. 
Tel: (01202) 481818. 

Now that an increasing 
number of children use 

“sophisticated communication 
aids and laptops, carrying and 


mounting them in an accessible 
place can cause problems. The 
DaeSSy support system from 
Daedalus Technologies are 
wheelchair mounting 
components. There are rigid, 
folding and swing-away 
systems, and a modular system 
which is a series of stems, 
joints, clamps and end fittings, 
to give an individual solution. 
A mount costs from £210. Tel: 
(01455) 292961. 
Therapists are convinced that 
severely disabled children and 
adolescents need good postural 
management all the time. 
Equipment for good daytime 
positioning has been available 
for many years. Now there is 
equipment which helps a child 
to sleep better and wake less 
stiff. The Symmetrisleep Body 
Support System is a modular 
system which builds on a bed 


Why compromise 


when you can e short and long flush facility for water saving 
h ave the best? e integral carbon filter odour extraction as standard 


Comfort at last: Hayley Duffy (above) from Coventry, with 
mum Valerie, tries out the Symmetrisleep Body Support System 
Off on his own: Harry Godfrey from Leamington Spa (left) gets 
going in the Toro Magic Walker from Otto Bock. 


J tne Ultimate 1. 


Electric Scooter 


National 
Package 


_ Available ! 


supportive cushions and 
brackets to give correct body 
posture for a child lying on 
their side, tummy or back. 
Lowzone, the foam used, helps 
with pressure relief. £600- 
£1,000. Tel: (01531) 635388. 
Parents will like the Toro 


; Thi 
Magic Walker from Otto Bock. Etch . For Further 
It is very specialist, but offers Made Scooter Details & Leaflet 
very little, very disabled children has the Very Latest : PHONE: 
: : Electronic Power Controller 
t " 3 = 
us poe .— a ee a which can be programmed 01284-703703 
Ceca eee Card eoewar to meet your own Personal or Send Reply 
progressively to give the correct Requirements and Limitations Coupon to:- 
walking pattern. The child ashen tte oe 


steers by using head and 
shoulder movement. There are 
various trunk and hip supports. 
Seat height 30-60cm over two 
models, in bright colours. From 
£800. Tel: (01784) 438841. 


1 Address 


Jane Joester is therapy co-ordi- 
nator at Scope’s Meldreth 
Manor School. 


e toilet and bidet with warm air drying 
e water spray intensity easily adjustable 
temperature of drying air easily adjustable 


can be used with a showerchair, avoiding the need for a transfer 


e 


remote control options available 


For more information, please phone the helpline: 01323 765875 


ESL Healthcare Ltd 

Potts Marsh Industrial Estate , aw makes ( 
Eastbourne Road ESL everyth ing 
Yea that much. 
East Sussex » WT, Batter 

BN24 5NH Healthcare e 
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MICROTECH 


By David Guy 


With suppliers of products for 
visually impaired people still 
absent from Naidex, communi- 
cations and environmental con- 
trol systems again ruled the roost. 

REhabTeQ had the sleek 
looking SICARE pilot. 
Uniquely in my experience, the 
pilot can be voice operated, and 
the speech recognition software 
converts spoken commands 
into signals that control devices 
via cable, infra-red or radio 


signals. You could use the 
telephone, and switch on and 
operate a video recorder, 
television or a stereo system. 
The pilot accepts up to 64 
individual commands (with 
multiple command use through 
a menu structure). You can have 
manual operation or voice. 
£1,500. Tel: (01734) 272300. 
Also from RehabTeQ, the 
Dubby is a very compact 
communication aid with clear 
text output via an LCD display, 
which can be split to display 
inverted text, so that both user 
and partner get a “right way up” 
display. Speech output is 


First Class personal attention 
All Single Rooms 


Views of open countryside 


* &£ *€ & HE & H HF HE * 


Competitive rates 


Need a Break for Yourself or your Carer? 
if so 


Helen Ley House 


Providing Respite Care for People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Offers You 


Qualified Nursing Staff at all times * 
Varied choice of Menu including Special Diets 


Daily Outings and other Leisure activities 
Physiotherapy: Aromatherapy: Yoga 
Hairdressing service available on site 
Transport Service from Midlands possible 


Still interested? 

Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, LEAMINGTON SPA 
CV32 6QP. Tel: 01926 313550. Fax: 01926 888972 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 


optional via an integral or 
external speech synthesiser. 
The Dubby weighs just 430 
grams (520 grams with speech) 
and measures 190x135x23mm 
(29mm with speech), so it is 
extremely portable. The 
keyboard is available as Qwerty 
or alphabetical. It has word 
prediction with a user-defined 
vocabulary, and phrases can be 
stored and recalled. £17.95 
(including speech output). 
Daedalus Technologies UK 
had the Key Wi on its busy 
stand, a powerful 
communications software 
program for PC to user 
interfacing, which allows your 
PC or laptop to become a 
complete communication 
system with speech output 
(with any soundcard fitted). 
Assuming you have a modem 
able to store and dial telephone 
numbers, there are lots of 
attractive features — its word 
processing facility resembles a 
very advanced type of 
Mindreader, a grand old DOS- 
based word processor; and a 
whole range of input devices 
such as standard keyboard, 
mouse, head mouse or any 
single switch. Key Wi2 version 
1.45 for Windows 95 does not 
require an external synthesizer. 
£640. Tel: (01455) 292961. 
Daedalus Technologies’ new 
switches included Bubbles, the 
most sensitive switch I have 


ever seen. It can be adjusted so 
that the mere passing of a hand 
near the switch will activate it. 
It looks like the top of a bubble, 
with over 3in of surface area. 
£120 including UK power supply. 

QED (Quest Enabling Designs) 
also had a good range of switches. 
The Trash Mouse Mover, for 
switch users who cannot 
operate a standard computer 
mouse, was most impressive. 
£195. Tel: (01329) 828444. 

QED now distributes Cameleon 
Il, a communication aid based 
on an IBM compatible laptop. 
It is small, portable and robust. 
Using Talking Screen software, 
it has dynamic screens, scanning 
or touch screen options, EZ 
keys for windows, a full range 
of DECtalk voices, custom 
screen layouts and many other 
features. It can also run 
standard Windows software 
and be accessed by a range of 
switches, joysticks, keyboards, 
voice recognition, etc. £6,000 
including touch screen. 

Hugh Steeper’s Persona now 
has speech announcement (as 
well as tones) of scanning 
options and the Communicator 
allows up to five minutes of 
speech to be recorded by users. 
Tel: 0181-788 8165. 


David Guy, centre manager at 
Derbyshire CIL, also provides 
IT consultancy and training to 
other organisations. 


“Now I can really get out and enjoy 


_ Sunrise Scootas - helping you to feel young again 


A 
7g ht 
"aq 3 
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Terry’s new hydraulic steplift 


Mobility 
Continued from page 31 
is at the top, on a rise of 
800mm (2ft 7in). The steplift 
will meet a range of access 
problems without the need to 
set up safety gates or provide 

- steps for people on their feet. It 
can lift 35 stones and is made 
to the same low maintenance, 
corrosion resistant standards 
which have kept some Terry 
lifts operating outdoors for 
over 20 years. Terry Lifts, tel: 
(01565) 650376. 


Rob Jackson is director of the 


Derbyshire Centre for Inte- 
grated Living (DCIL). 


myself ” 


Freedom and independence are always round the corner with a 


Sunrise Scoota. 


Each and every model is safe, comfortable and easy to ride, whether you’re 
at home, in town or in the country. 


Every one of our Scootas is 100% designed and 


built in Britain and has been exhaustively 
researched and tested by our experts. 


And did you know, you can even travel on the 
road without having to worry about a licence 


or road tax. 


FOR A COPY OF OUR COLOUR BROCHURE AND FREE VIDEO, JUST 
CALL THE NUMBER BELOW OR FILL IN AND POST THE COUPON 


Please send me my FREE Sunrise Scoota colour brochure plus video. 
Mr/Mrs/Ms. (Inc. initials) 
Address 


Postcode 


Send to: Sunrise Mobility, FREEPOST DD348, Wollaston DY8 4BR. 


CALL FREE & 0800 1633 65 


Telephone 


a 
Sw 
WTS 
BRITISH MADE 


SUNRISE 
MOBILITY 


IMPROVING PEOPLE’S LIVES 


DDN 702 


Books 35 


Framed: Interrogating Dis- 
/ability in the Media 

Edited by Ann Pointon and 
Chris Davies 

£14.99, BFI Publishing 


At first sight, the editors seem 
_ to have bitten off more than 
they could reasonably be 
expected to chew. 

An analysis of the portrayal of 
‘disabled people on film and in 
factual and fictional tv, as well 
as how the production process 
influences this portrayal, and to 
give a brief overview of 
disability arts/culture, sounds 
more like the content of a series 
of books than one volume. 

However, Framed actually 
works very well with its 
collection of articles and essays 
by many of the luminaries of 
the disability movement and 
disability media. The writers 
_ are quite unanimous about the 
' rotten treatment of disabled 
people and disability issues in 
the media, but the collection is 
also mature enough to show 
‘the disability movement does 
contain diverse views on the 
_arts and culture and reflecting 
these differences (which are 

generally far less significant 
than the common ground) only 
serves to strengthen the book’s 
basic argument that the media 
needs to diversify. 


interrogating Disability in the Media 


Edited by Ann Pointon 
with Chris Davies 


This could easily have been a 
very worthy collection of lofty 
essays by academics, but the 
editors have ensured that it 
relates very much to people’s 
everyday lives by including 
articles by people whose 
expertise is based on everyday 
experience as well as those who 
attained it through study. This 
is not to say the academic’s 
work is inaccessible — Tom 
Shakespeare’s analysis of the 
soaps stands out particularly. 

The book is intended as an 
introduction to the subject 
matter. But if it reaches an 
audience in the media itself, 
Framed should act as a stimulus 
to change and maybe spawn 
other books showing a wider 
range of positive images of 
disabled people. 

Michael Turner 


Cerebral Palsy: Problems 
and Practice 
By Margaret 
Mary Clegg 

£8.99, Human Horizon series 


Griffiths and 


For a new parent thrashing 
around for information about 
cerebral palsy in babies, this 
book is a fairly useful introduc- 
tion to the subject. 

It is a quick gallop through 
the medical rudiments, the 
ways we can intervene, from 
physiotherapy to education and 
the services that are available. It 
also gives a cursory glance at 
what the future holds. 

When the book was first 
published in 1988, there was 
very little information 
available. But more recent 
publications make this one 
somewhat obsolete. 

One of the problems with this 
book is its point of view — it 
has been written for parents by 
medics. This fact might lie 
behind their glaring omissions 
of one of the causes of cerebral 
palsy — negligent obstetric care 
and consequently the legal 
route open to parents to claim 
damages. 

By the time a child with 
cerebral palsy is five years old, 
most parents will want much 
more information than this. 

Rahila Gupta 


RECARO 


ou have your 
individual needs . 


The new RECARO ‘variomed’ car seat has a wide range of 


ee 


Book news 


The Directory for Disabled 
People by Ann Darnbrough 
and Derek Kinrade is now in 
its seventh edition, giving 
information on subjects 
from sex to the law. £25.95 
from Prentice Hall/Harvester 
Wheatsheaf, Campus 400, 
Maylands Avenue, Hemel 
Hempstead, Hertfordshire, 
HP2 7EZ, tel: (01442) 
881900. 


Children First: A Guide to 
the needs of Disabled Chil- 
dren in School by Judith 
Male is a guide for main- 
stream teachers working with 
disabled children. £10.50 
from the Royal Association 
for Disability and Rehabilita- 
tion, 12 City Forum, 250 City 
Road, London EC1V 8AB tel: 
0171-250 3222. 


Paula’s Story by Shirley Flack 
is the moving account of the 
life of Paula Rees who has 
cerebral palsy and is a mem- 
ber of the Chicken Shed The- 
atre Company. £16.99 from 
Headline Book Publishing, 
338 Euston Road, London, 
NW 1 3BH, tel: 0171-873 
6000. 


.we have 
the ideal seat - 


adjustment possibilities to suit your individual driving 


requirements. 


the RECARO 


variomed. 


The seat’s upholstery can be reshaped in the shoulder 
region to suit individual needs. 


Lumber support can be reshaped. 
The seat cushion and thigh supports are adjustable. 
The backrest reclines for added comfort. 
The angle and height of the headrest can be adjusted. 
Variomed is suitable for wheelchair applications. 

Electric backrest adjustment and heating are also 

available as optional extras. 


First Class Seating 


Against the Odds: London 
Councils Delivering Hous- 
ing Services to Disabled 
People 

By Sylvia Carter 

£9.95, London Housing Unit 


The publication of this book 
will prove a milestone in terms 
of accessible housing for all dis- 
abled and older people. Its 68 
pages will provide the basis for 
future monitoring. 

It contains many nuggets that 
will prove invaluable to 
organisations of disabled 
people campaigning for better 
access to all types of housing. 

The 18 recommendations will 
send a shiver down the spine of 
many directors of housing all 
over the UK. 

Using the 1991 Census data, 
the report reveals that 22 per 
cent of all London households 
include a person with a 
disability or long-term illness. 

The report is well written, 
comprehensive and clearly 
presented and the intelligent 
use of graphics forcefully 
illustrates the points made. 

If the new Government wants 
to make a quick impact, it 
should implement the 
recommendations immediately 
— sorting out the messy Disabled 
Facilities Grant, for example. 

John Dobinson 


RECARO UK Ltd., William House, Clarendon Court, Parade, 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, CV32 4DG. 
Tel: 01926 430111 or 07000 RECARO Fax: 01926 314333 
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36 Out and about 


In the first of two 
features on Summer 
outings, DN reports 
on indoor and 
outdoor attractions. 
First, Trevor Kent 
visits the Calvert Trust 


We were looking for a short 
holiday which would please us 
all. A difficult goal, but one 
perfectly answered by our dis- 
covery of the Calvert Trust on 
the edge of Exmoor. 

It was completed only two 
years ago and is a spanking 
new complex which offered us 
everything we wanted, and a 
little more. 

Our break provided myself 
and three sons — Lincoln, 15, 
Warwick, 14, who has cerebral 
palsy, and Leicester, nine, — 
with full board in two twin- 
bedded rooms. They were both 
en-suite and wheelchair 


friendly. There was even a hoist 
waiting for us, as well as 
emergency pulls over the beds 
and toilets if one gets into 
difficulties, and excellent fire 
monitoring. 

There were also a number of 
suites, which could be self 
catering if you wanted, and 
hold up to seven people. 

Carefully and professionally 
supervised activities are 
provided in the day, should you 
wish to try them, but as the 
chief instructor Sean Hewlett 
said: “It’s your holiday. Try if 
you want to, but don’t if you 
would prefer not.” 

Well, this family wanted to. 
We climbed up a 30ft rock face 
and abseiled down again, 
including Warwick in a chair. 

We sailed on Calvert’s own 
lake in stable boats, and canoed 


CORNWALL 


Holiday Care in Cornwall 
all year round 


LANINVAL HOUSE Nursing Home 
offers holidays, respite, residential and 
convalescence care in beautiful 
surroundings in mid-Cornwall. 


Qualified Nursing and Care staff on hand 
24 hours per day. Phone/Fax Murray or 
Shirley on 01208 74921 for a brochure. 


Date 5th July 1997 
Parade Assemble at 11.00 for 
noon start, Hyde Park 
Festival 2.30 till 10.00, 
Clapham Common 
Information 0891 310 488 * 
Web http://www.pride.org.uk 


Minicom 0171 501 9994 


* 0891 calls charged at 50p per minute. 
The Pride Trust ‘Suite 28 Eurolink Centre 
49 Effra Road London SW2 1BZ 


Accessible toilets 

Free wheelchair hire 
Disabled persons viewing 
platform 

Free parking 

Sign language interpretatio 
of all performances 
Mobility bus pick-up point 
in Marsham Street 


Make your minimum £3 
donation at the gate and 
keep Pride free 


THERE WILL BE 
A GLASS BAN 
AT THE FESTIVAL 


lesbian, 


gay, 
bisexual, 
transgender 


Clapham Junction == 
Clapham South CS 


WHA DOES PRIDE 


a 
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up a river without a paddle. 

The Archers took on a whole 
new meaning as Leicester let 
his arrows fly in the sports hall, 
but should he have painted a 
target on the back of 
Warwick’s chair? Well, it’s 
probably all it is good for. 

Also on site, and due to be 
opened very soon, is a 
wonderful new riding school. 
There’s also a magnificent 
indoor swimming pool with 
steam room and jacuzzi (all roll 


Zs 


hicks 


evian 


The Kent family try their hand at sailing on the Calvert Trust lake 


Kut. 


THE OFFICIAL RADIO STATION 


in or hoist) and various other 
activities. 

And don’t worry, if you feel like 
doing nothing, there are lounge 
areas, a bar and TV room. 

I bet however disabled you are, 
or however able but unwilling, 
you'll do things at Calvert you 
never thought you would. 


Calvert Trust, Wistlandpound, 
Exmoor, tel: (01598) 763221. A 
week full board costs between 
£230-270 per person. 


MEAN OMOUr 


London is twinned with 
Los Angeles Pride . June 21/22 97 


“ 


ZONE!I 
0171 730 2347 


e. 


i 
GAY MEN IN 


E-mail lapride@aol.com 
Phone 213 860 0701 


Jolly jaunts: 


to try in July 


* Chester Mysteries, 1-16 July, 
Chester Cathedral Green, 
Chester — the oldest mystery 
plays in Britain. Contact Gate- 
way Theatre Box Office, tel: 
(01244) 340392. 


¢ Cambridge Film Festival, 4- 


20 July, Cambridge Arts Cin- 
ema, Cambridge. Films from 
all over the world. To book, 
contact Vivien Mayne, tel: 
(01223) 504444. 


¢ Llangollen Railway Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic, 6 July. The pic- 
nic includes a train ride to 
Glyndyfrdwy picnic spot. 
Carriages are specially 
adapted to take wheelchairs 
and children can travel free 
with each paying adult, tel: 
(01978) 860979. 


¢ International Folk Dancing, 
20 July, Falkland Palace, Fife. 
Watch outdoor displays of folk 
dancing from Macedonia, 
France, Germany and Scot- 
land. Good wheelchair access. 
Contact Peter Edwards, tel: 
0131-229 7380. 


e Vintage and Classic Car 
Day, 27 July, Duff House, 
Country Gallery, Banff, Scot- 
land. Rallies and sideshows, 
vintage and classic car dis- 
plays. Disabled parking and 
toilets, written material avail- 
able on-tape. Contact Jo 
Edwards, tel: (01261) 818181. 


e Sandringham Flower Show, 
30 July, Sandringham Park, 
Norfolk. Flower show with 
trade exhibits and arena enter- 
tainment, tel: Joan Jackson 
(01485) 540860. 


¢ Water ski sessions for dis- 
abled people, South West 
Region of the British Water Ski 
Association. Sessions held at 
the Ivy Lake Water Ski Club 
near Ringwood, Hampshire. 


Contact Jean Stringer, tel: 
(01425) 473381. 


e Flamingo Land Theme Park, 
Malton, North Yorkshire. 
Attractions include fairground 
rides, a zoo and shows. Free 
access for wheelchair users and 
registered blind people. Staff 
will help with access, tel: 
(01653) 668287. 


e Sailors with disabilities can 
use new facilities at Thames 
Water’s Queen Mary Reser- 
voir, Ashford, Kent, including 
a specially adapted trimaran. 
Contact Mike Brophy, tel: 
(01734) 591159. 
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to measure 


Helen Gregory 
finds Waddesdon 
Manor has become 
more inviting 


Set on a hilltop, overlooking the 
lush Buckinghamshire country- 
side, Waddesdon Manor is an 
unusual and distinctive 
National Trust attraction. 

Built at the end of the last 
century by the wealthy 
Rothschild family, it is in the 
style of a 16th century French 
chateau, and houses beautiful 
paintings, furniture and 
ornaments. 

Wheelchair user and National 
Trust advisor Anne Davies 
enjoyed her visit to the house 
last year but was critical of 
poor access in some areas. 


On her return visit in June, 
Anne was impressed to find 
positive changes. 

“There is a very good new 
toilet for disabled visitors with 
lots of grab rails,” she said. 

Gardeners have also removed 
at least 25 tonnes of stones 
from the upper terrace above 
the striking Parterre (flower bed 
garden), after visitors 
complained it was hard to use 
wheelchairs and pushchairs. 

Anne said: “I’m pleased to see 
that the gravel has been thinned 
out. Last year it was dreadful, 
but it is much better now.” 

The formal gardens are 
dotted with seats and a few 
picnic benches where weary 
visitors can rest; the ornate 
aviary which houses exotic 
birds is a particularly pleasant 


spot to take in the scenery. 

The manor is fully accessible 
and wheelchair users are taken 
to the upper floor by lift. 

Four indoor and four outdoor 
wheelchairs can be borrowed, 
as well as braille guides. 

Once inside, you are 
overwhelmed by the plethora of 
valuable and intricate treasures 
— the Sérves china collection is 


Art you can get your hands on! 


Annabel Littlewood was tickled pink at 
Newcastle’s Laing Art Gallery 


Kate MacLean has a ball in the 
“eye” sculpture 


Once seen, felt and crawled 
inside, never forgotten. 

I went along to the opening day 
of this amazing, free exhibition 
to check it out for our four-year- 
old son Thomas, who has severe 
cerebral palsy and limited 
experience of art galleries. 

Children were climbing, 
crawling and feeling their way 
around and inside the three 
room-sized sculptures, built 
like cocoons on the themes of 
a garden, a beehive and an eye. 

They are colourful and multi- 
textured on the outside and 
dark, warm and soothing inside 
— big enough to climb in with a 
child and lie back, soaking up 
the coloured lights, reflections, 


HEADWAY NATIONAL HEAD INJURIES ASSOCIATION 
in collaboration with ; 
THE BRAIN INJURY REHABILITATION TRUST 
Are Holding a Two Day Conference on 
Monday 20 & Tuesday 21 October 1997 
“SOCIAL REINTEGRATION AFTER BRAIN INJURY" 
at the 
Chamberlain Hotel 
Alcester Road 
Birmingham 


Day One - Problems Preventing Social Reintegration 


Day Two - Social & Behavioural Rehabilitation 
Cost per Delegate 
Two Day Rate £160.00 
One Day Rate £85.00 
A 3 course dinner with wine has been arranged for the Monday 
evening at a cost of £23.50 per person. Overnight accommodation 
can also be arranged. For further details contact 


Diane Fecowycz 
Headway National Head Injuries Association 
7 King Edward Court 
King Edward Street 
Nottingham NG1 1EW 


Tel: (0115) 9121000 


Fax: (0115) 9121011 


sounds of bees and music. 

Or you can watch people’s 
legs go past the entrance holes. 

Sculptor Jan Niedojadlo is 
experienced in working with 
children with disabilities and 
has made his work attractive, 
accessible and asking to be 
explored. 

Thomas could lie back 


gE Sa 


Anne takes in the spectacular manor 


HELEN GREGORY 


wonderful, especially the huge 
showcase in the Starhemberg 
room. 

A dramatically different part of 
the house is the Bakst room. 
Here, in one of the circular 
turrets, are seven paintings of the 
story of Sleeping Beauty — 
intricate, fantastic paintings using 
the Rothschild family, friends and 
pets as models — displayed in a 


enjoying the sounds and 
reflections, while more able- 
bodied 
children 
could crawl 
around the 
sculptures’ 
lining which 
is made 
from 
recycled 
materials 
such as tyres and bottle teats. 


Thomas Littlewood 


The grounds are open from 1 
March-21 December, and the 
House opens from 27 March- 
26 October. Tel: (01296) 
651226 for prices and opening 
times. 


restful and stylish way. 

Anne added: “The guides are 
very helpful and there is no fuss 
about getting you about.” 

The wine cellar is another 
rare attraction (although 
unfortunately it is not 
wheelchair accessible). It holds 
a unique collection of 15,000 
bottles, some of which can be 
bought from the manor shop. 

House manager Les Duff said: 
“We’re getting a lot more 
disabled people visiting which 
we are very pleased about. 

“We are now introducing an 
audio guide, mainly for 
children, but they could be used 
by partially sighted people too.” 


* The National Trust’s Infor- 
mation for Visitors with Dis- 
abilities is available free with 
SAE, tel: 0171-222 9251. 


The gallery is fully accessible 
and the staff are friendly. 
Fridays are set aside for special 
needs visitors. 

Pll certainly be there with 
Thomas during the summer 
holidays — relaxation therapy 
has never been more fun. 


Gigantic Tickles, Laing Art 
Gallery, New Bridge Street, 
Newcastle, until 7 September, 
tel: 0191-232 7734. 


Barclays services for 
disabled customers 


At Barclays, we have an ongoing 


commitment to customer service — 


for everyone. 


For a copy of our leaflet detailing 


our services for disabled customers 


call the Barclays Information Line 


free on 0800 400 100. 


Barclays Bank PLC. Reg. No. 1026167. Registered in London, England. Reg. Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3AH. 
Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only). 
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Flowers and showers 


Anne Davies and 
Hayley Kerr braved 
the elements and 
the crowds to find 
the best and the 
firsts at Chelsea 


A soft persistent rain followed 
us around the Chelsea Flower 
Show this year. But the weather 
didn’t seem to keep anyone 
away — huge crowds came 
along to the first day open to 
RHS members. At times we 
came to a standstill and had to 
rely on the friendly RHS staff 
to part the sea of people before 
us, with their bellowed, “Mind 
your backs!” 

First things first: we headed 
for the press tent to dry off and 
plot the path ahead over tea 
and Chelsea buns. With newly 
restored energy, we took on the 
crowds. 

Our first stop was The 
Orangery, Help The Aged’s 
horticultural haven designed 


L374 


chimp: _ lifesize 
sculpture from Rupert Till 


Chickenwire 


for care home residents. Anne 
was impressed: “It has a sort of 
safe feeling. I notice that next 
to that lovely bench seating is 
an alarm bell. So if anyone 
doesn’t feel well they can ring it 
and get people to help them.” 
We were intrigued to know 
what The Life Begins at 40 
Garden, designed by Geoffrey 
Whiten & Associates, had to 
offer people nowhere near 
retirement. Designed as an 


Herbs at hand: Anne alongside 
accessible raised beds in the 
DGAA Homelife garden 


extension to the home, we 
found it was an escape from the 
pressures of modern day living. 
Anne summed it up: “the sort 
of place to come home after 
work and really relax in.” 
When we reached DGAA 
Homelife’s Bird Garden, Anne 
knew she had found her 
favourite. Designed with older 
people in mind, the garden 


rang with birdsong from a tiny 
aviary in the corner, and was . 
bordered by small toparian 
animals. Anne liked the raised 
beds: “Not too high, lovely 
stone, and you can get close to 
them to put things in and take 
things out. There are lots of 
sages and thymes and lavenders 
to feel, and scented roses ... so 
therapeutic. It’s absolutely 
delightful, very well thought 
out, and quite the best we’ve 
seen so far.” 

We were enchanted by British 
Sky Broadcasting’s Garden in 
Provence. Anne said: “Not a 
garden for the likes of me, but 
lovely to see — it just takes you 
out of this country for a few 
moments. Beautifully done.” 

Moving between the gardens, 
we saw a surprising number of 
visitors in wheelchairs. Anne 
noticed that the little ramps 
from the main roads onto the 
grass verges were generally 
better; less churned up. 

Another improvement on last 
year was access to The Grand 
Marquee. With the amount of 
hard flooring doubled, Anne 
found it much easier to get in 
and then around the 
spectacular displays. She could 
have spent all morning there. 
“Some of the grass was a bit 
heavy-going but we could 
certainly get to far more places 


A Provengal paradise: escape to the south of France for a moment 
with British Sky Broadcasting’s Garden in Provence 


25% off A Garden For You 


New from the Disabled Living 

Foundation (DLF), this illus- 

trated guide gives ways to. -- ~ 

make planting, weeding and | 
wide te pruning easier and more 


than we could last year.” 

Also new was the super 
graded ramp up to the RHS 
Gardening Advice Centre, and 
the large seating area at the 


enjoyable. Gardening expert : 


Stefan Buczacki has written 
the foreword. DN can offer 
you a copy at 25 per cent off 
the usual price. Just send your 


name and address with a 
cheque or postal order for 


food court next door. 
Unfortunately, with all the 


+ o improvements on last year, £4.50 (incl p&p) to DN/A 
St at {@) Nn li Nn k Anne found the toilets for Garden for You Offer, DLF, 
» disabled visitors a disgrace. 380-384 Harrow Road, Lon- 


don W9 2HU, or call 0171-289 
6111 ext 219 with credit card 
details. Offer ends on 31 


Obstacles included a very steep 
ramp, rusty old handrails and 
very little room to manoevre 


ene 
}DESABLED 


and close the door. We are SAT a a August 1997. 
to t fa ve l assured, however, that changes Offer not open to staff/associates of 
DN or the DLF. 


are in hand for next year! 


or low-floor bus 


' The easy way 
| 


| between 
» London’s 
main stations. 


Marvinbona Low cost and low-floor, the 

Euston Stationlink bus service is ideal 

for all those who find making 
cross-London connections 
something of a challenge. 


NWA 


—n f 


Fenchurch Street 
London Bridge 
Waterloo 
Victoria 

Victoria 

Coach Station 


King’s Cross/ 
St Pancras 


Liverpool Street 


CITY FOCUS: BRIGHTON 
What’s happening in the famous 
seaside resort. 


For a free leaflet giving full details, 
we phone 0171-918 3312 or 
return the coupon below to 
U.D.P., London Transport, 


172 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W 9TN 


OUT AND ABOUT 
More ideas for making the most of 
your summer. 


1 ME AND MY PET 
INI oc cette skeen arenes vase ARC ES TU et tesy ous cee 1 we foueieaaes mien 
Address PAIN 


Expert help and where to get it. 


a es a Plus the best news, views, jobs 
and offers. On sale 30 July. 


Safe as houses: Help The Aged’s 
garden included alarm buttons. 
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Your stars 


CANCER (June 23-July 23) 

No need to turn a minor 
domestic into a drama! You are 
not settled enough to make a 
considered decision this month. 
You'll get better success from 
putting your energies into cre- 
ating harmony rather than 
looking for new pastures. 

LEO (July 24-Aug 23) 
Determination is a virtue and 
stubborness a vice. You will be 
treading a fine line in July, espe- 
cially around the 23rd, when 
the sun enters your sign before 
Mercury and Venus leave it. 
Don’t let your temper get the 
better of you - use persuasive 
tactics instead. 

VIRGO (Aug 24-Sept 23) 

If you begin July feeling like a 
fish out of water, don’t get too 
depressed because your old reli- 
ability and rationality will 
return around the 28th when 
Mercury moves into Virgo. 
Don’t expect to make sensible 
decisions, especially where 
loved ones are concerned, 
before then. 

LIBRA (Sept 24-Oct 23) 
Liberians are in energetic mood 
this month but you might feel 
constrained by external forces 
blocking your vision and 
dampening your enthusiasm. 
There are definite possibilities 
to develop a creative idea but 
don’t do anything too practical 
this month. 

SCORPIO (Oct 24-Nov 22) 

A beautiful friendship could 
turn nasty as several planets 
move in to square to your sun. 


How to read 
with your 
eyes closed 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


‘Try to see your difficulty as a 
passing phase and let your rul- 
ing planets, Mars in Libra and 
Pluto in Sagittarius, give that 
serious note a lift. - 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23-Dec 21) 
Your mood is generous. Your 
spirits are high and everything 
in the garden is looking rosy. 
Beware of those rose tinted 
spectacles. While it’s a good 
month to fly high, remember to 
land and refuel every now and 
then or your energy will burn 
out. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20) 
The full moon is in your sign 
on the 20th and squares Mars 
in Libra. This could stop you in 
your tracks unless you tread 
carefully in a difficult discus- 
sion with a loved one. Don’t 
make unnecessary waves 
because talking and loving 
becomes easier after the 24th. 
AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19) 
Your heart’s desire may appear 
larger than life but just beyond 
you this month. You may be 
worried about what you might 
lose if you make the drastic 
changes you contemplate. 
PISCES (Feb 20-March 20) 
Frustration is the name of the 
game this month. After an 
apparently lucky break at the 
beginning of July your carefully 
orchestrated plan could get 
stuck. Pisceans have a deep cre- 
ativity which could allow you 
to turn an apparent impasse 
into an opportunity but you’ll 


Talking books 
open a whole new 
world for people 
who cannot read 
for reasons other 


than blindness. 


Accident, illness or 
learning difficulties 


may make reading 


have to work at it. 

ARIES (March 21-April 20) 

Oh dear! It’s not like you to 
experience inertia, especially 
when a person you admire is 
doing their very best to get 
your attention in the romance 
stakes. Wake up and, if the 
fancy takes you, let someone 
else lead the field for a change. 
TAURUS (April 21-May 21) 
With Venus and Mercury 
squaring your sign you would 
be forgiven for being irritated 
by the seemingly overbearing 
demands of your loved ones. 
There they are trying to get you 
up and going and here you are 
pulling in the opposite direc- 
tion. You might as well give in 
and go along with them unless 
you really have a better plan for 
yourself. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 22) 

It’s time to go easy on yourself 
where relationships are con- 
cerned and let your creativity 
flow. July is a good month for 
you to be involved in the per- 
forming arts or just to perform 
in your chosen line of work. Go 
for it! It could lead to better 
things. 


Calling all 


creative kids 


In the run up to National 
Libraries Week, 3-9 November, 
the Library Association has 
launched The BIG Idea, a 
nation-wide competition for 
children to create an advert for 
libraries. Open to children aged 
4 to 15, it has four categories: 
poster, radio, web site, or tele- 


Where you 
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DN’s crossword 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Answers on page 41 


ACROSS 

1. Tourist accommodation (5) 
4. Definitely (6) 

7. Impertinence (8) 

8. Big hot celestial ball (3) 

9. Long bay (5) 


vision — which is being run in 
conjunction with Blue Peter. 
All winners will see their ideas 
turned into real adverts. The 
closing date is 22 August, so get 
down to your library now! 


10. Dangerous (6) 

11. Hang me poor (anag) 
16. Clumsy (5) 

18. Ailed raid (anag) - 
disability service (4,1,4) 
19. Disobedience (12) 
DOWN 

1. Aural device (7,3) 

2. Connected with sea’s 
rhythm (5) 

3. Loin coat (anag) 

4. Definitely (2,5) 

5. Force someone to be 
obedient (7) 

6. Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers, for example (7) 
12. Coming soon (2,4) 
13. Roman poet (4) 

14. Reject (5) 

15. Man’s name (4) 

17. Man’s name (4) 


Get a good nights sleep se — rele E =8 
olding a book solutions to mobility difficulties. Visit : - 
or he 8 Go out on your own Independent Living and see them all TO ORDER YOUR 
zy SI, Reach the top of the stairs J under one roof. Before you buy, take this FREE TICKETS 
= problem. Call or Enj niet a opportunity to test, compare and get all TICKET 
ie njoy a bath unassisted. the free advice you need. Call today for Bringing The Community Together HOTLINE 
write for further Find the mobility solution | your free tickets. ni”. aeaceeeny 
inf : INDEPENDENT LIVING SOUTH-EAST INDEPENDENT LIVING NORTH 01275 
information. rat 
SANDOWN PARK DONCASTER EXHIBITION CENTRE 836465 
ESHER SURREY 10.00am till 5.30pm - 25th Sept. ‘97 
10.00am till 5.30pm - 7th August ‘97 10.00am till 4.00pm - 26th Sept. ‘97. 
TH E 10.00am till 4.00pm - 8th August “97. 
Re See Lee melee Bye eer i SS 
LISTENING Please send tickets “DNe 


LIBRARY 


Room 49 e 12 LANT STREET 


Name_ se See 


Address—_~ 7? So elt ee S 2 


LONDON SEI 
Tet: 0171 407 9417 
REGISTERED CHARITY 264221 


Postcode 
INDEPENDENT LIVING, FREEPOST, SWB | 18, PO BOX 513, BRISTOL, BS99 2BR 


OF TAPES FOR £25. 


*Entrance £2 without ticket 
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Leave religion out 
Accepting that the figures of a 
BBC survey of many thousands 
of people are correct, we learn 
that less than half of the popu- 
lation believe in any god. | am 
surprised therefore, that you 
advertise the services of a reli- 
gious counsellor (Lin Berwick). 

| assume that being open to 
all, you will now be contacting 
the British Humanist and 
Ethical Society to provide an 
adviser for those who do not 
wish to have support from 
someone who has religious 
views. | would be interested in 
learning what you intend to do 
to provide a suitable service for 
those of no religious 
persuasion. 

Graham, Leicester 


Thank you for your letter and I 
wonder if there are other readers 
who may, having read the notice 
about DN’s counsellor, have 
similar concerns to your own? 
I know the excellent service Lin 
provides for those who contact 
her, of whatever religious per- 
suasion. I subscribe to no reli- 
gion so perhaps we balance 
each other out. 

I think we are all profoundly 


THE ULTRA 


40 Share your problems 


affected by our chosen beliefs 
be they religious, humanist or 
political, as well as the sort of 


people and groups with whom — 


we mix, and the publications 
we read. 

These must inevitably affect 
our attitudes and the way we 
respond to others, however 
impartial we aim to be. 

Certainly I welcome all the 
letters sent by readers 
expressing their views and, 
whether I agree with a person’s 
beliefs or not, Iam always 
happy to provide information 
as far as can. 

Lin Berwick says: “I am 
always concerned to put people 
first. Whether they have a 
religious persuasion or not is 
immaterial to me. 

“I try and give support to 
people who are hurting in some 
way and my religious belief is 
only mentioned if the client 
wishes. I have great respect for 
the humanist view and I am sure 
we can find some common 
ground. My main concern is 
dealing with personal pain.” 


I need information 
| would love to hear from any- 
one who has problems with the 


LIGHTWEIGHT 


TVS BRACE 


FOR 


ARTHRITIC 


KNEES 


TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK KNEE)/VARUS (BOW LEG) SUPPORT 


he primary function of the brace is to align or 

straighten the limb, which may have deformed to a 
bow or knock knee position, due to weakness of the 
joint. This is usually caused by an arthritic condition, 
resulting in pain or undue aching when standing or 
walking. The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, where 


the knee allows the leg to bend to the rear. 


Knock Knee (Valgus) Before Knock Knee (Vaigus) After 


sg 


Knock Knee (Valgus) Before Knock Knee (Valgus) After 


é ‘ NHS 
AZ | E098 


Manufactured and Supplied by 


ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 01703 510770 


Fax 01703 510772 


# love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


= advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


multi-system disease sarcoido- 
sis which | have had since 
1972. The cause of the disease 
is unknown and it can occur in 
almost any organ or tissue of 
the body. | would welcome hav- 
ing any information including 
photocopies of articles from 
medical books. These are usu- 
ally kept at university libraries 
and are not for the general public. 
George, Mansfield 


I hope someone comes up with 
some details for you. The only 
information I could find was 
from the British Lung Founda- 
tion and I enclose a leaflet 
about sarcoidosis. They do not 
mention the type you describe, 
but no doubt they would be 
able to advise. 

Maybe, if you contacted the 
librarian at your nearest 
university, they would help and 
may give you permission to 
visit the library. 


A salutory lesson 
With reference to your support 
for legalised “voluntary” 
euthanasia (DN, May 1997), 
repeated government examina- 
tions in Holland have shown 
that the rules permitting doc- 
tors to kill patients continue to 
be flouted. 

Some citizens now carry 
certificates stating that they 
reject euthanasia and copies 
are deposited with their lawyer 
and doctor. Homicide laws 
must apply to every citizen; 
exceptions would be unjust and 
discriminatory. We should 


Overlooking Poole Harbour, and set in a beautiful 350 
acre site with a varied accessible landscape, the Barn at 
Holton Lee has been specially designed for people with 
disabilities and carers. The Centre is small and friendly, 
providing a homely atmosphere for up to eight guests. 
It is an ideal place for a rest from the noise and 


busyness of everyday life. 


For details please contact: The Administrator, Holton 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 


_ personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, J 7 


Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and fully 
accredited Methodist local preacher. Talk to her 
on (01787) 882111 on Thursday afternoons, 
1pm-Spm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


learn from Holland’s tragic 
experience. 
Peggy Norris, chairman, Alert 


You automatically jump to the 
conclusion that I am in favour 
of voluntary euthanasia. What 
I actually did was to raise the 
debate and to give Annie Lind- 
sell space to put her views. 

I am disappointed that you 
chose to ignore Annie’s very 
thoughtful letter and the points 
she made. I believe it is impor- 
tant that people should have 
the opportunity to discuss their 
views and to have those views 
respected. 


Living will is the way 
| would like to answer Annie 
Lindsell’s piece Whose life is it 
anyway? If one is old, disabled, 
has other health problems, is 
kept in a housebound situation 
in a hard to heat house, with lit- 
tle chance of moving, there 
would not seem to be many 
prospects ahead. 

No doubt there are others 
worse off, but if you feel pain, 
and your quality of life is lost, 
why not decide to end it? After 
all, a new life may be 
something to look forward to. It 
should be legal to sign a form 
agreeing to painless 
termination. 

| have made and had 
witnessed a living will and | 
carry it in my handbag in case 
of accident or illness. 

What hypocrites we are to 
allow the termination of a 
pregnancy (I am not against 


The- 


disabilities 


Purbeck Hills 


Lee, Freepost BH1679, POOLE BH16 6BR 


Telephone: 01202 631063 
Minicom: 01202 631263 


Sponsored by BT | 


abortion per se) yet we refuse 
to let or help a person to 
terminate their own life if they 
decide they want to. 

Don’t you think that some 


publicity must be given to older | 


people so that they can decide 
to die if, and when, they want 


to when they are ill, disabled or 


have lost all that matters to 
them in order to lead a 
meaningful life? As my friend 
put it when her husband 
suffered so much, “You 
wouldn’t treat a dog like this.” 
Kate, Maldon 


I very much enjoyed reading 
your letter with all the issues 
you raised. Unfortunately, this 
month I have had only enough 
space to print that part of it 
which expresses your views on 
giving older people the right to 
choose to die (if that is what 
they want). 

It is quite dreadful that many 
older people are having a much 
harder time now than they 
could have anticipated. In this 
country, we had thought we 
were progressing to a society 
where we would all be 
reasonably well looked after as 
we got older. However, I think I 
also take from your letter that 
you believe that even if there 
were more comforts available, 
still some people may wish to 
choose to say when their life 


should end. 


British Lung Foundation, 78 
Hatton Garden, London EC1N 
8]R, tel: 0171-831 5831 


y) 


at HOLTON LEE 


* Comprehensively furnished for people with 
* Qualified care staff 

* Home cooking a speciality 

* Splendid views of Poole Harbour and the 


* Resources for creative arts 


* Group bookings welcome 
* 4 single and 2 twin bedrooms 
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Creative Music in Groupwork, 
the eighth title in Winslow’s Cre- 
ative Activities series is now 
available. £24.95. Winslow Press, 
Telford Road, Bicester, Oxon. 
Tel: (01869) 244644. 


The Reaching Out Project has 
released a resource pack called 
Information can make a real 


English Heritage has revised its 
Guide for Visitors with Disabili- 
ties. Free of charge, it lists over 
100 historical _ attractions 
around the UK which can be 
enjoyed by visitors with physi- 
cal disabilities, visual, hearing 
or intellectual impairment. 
Large print, braille and cassette 
versions also available, from 
English Heritage, _Porticia 
House, Addison Road, Chilton 
Industrial Estate, Sudbury, Suf- 
folk, CO10 6YJ. 


The Winston Churchill Travel- 
ling Scholarships 1998 are now 
being offered. They allow UK 
citizens, irrespective of back- 
ground, age, educational or 
professional qualifications, the 
chance to study projects abroad 
related to their trade. For an 
application form, send a SAE 
(22x11lcm) to The Winston 
Churchill Memorial Trust, 15 
Queen’s Gate Terrace, London 
SW7 SPR, tel: 0171-584 9315. 
Closing date 24 October. 


Independent Living Show 


The next Independent Living Show (ILS) is to be held at Sandown 
Park, Esher, Surrey, on Thursday 7 and Friday 8 August 1997. 

The show will feature stalls containing aids, equipment, 
products and services from hundreds of manufacturers and 
companies. You can see mobility products, adapted vehicles, 
communication aids and therapy devices, and much, much more. 
If you’re thinking of buying a product, or are a professional 
researching products for clients, this is the show for you. 

The next ILS will be held at Doncaster Exhibition Centre on 
25-26 September 1997 and in London, in September 1998. 


difference to us, giving informa- 
tion for families with 
children/young people with dis- 
abilities/special needs/develop- 
mental delay. 75p. Tel: 0191-284 
0480. Fax: 0191-213 0910, mini- 
com: 0191-285 7261, e-mail: 
disn@denecentre.demon.co.uk 


Achieving change 
through local action 


—— 
SCOPE 


Scope is the UK’s largest charity working with 
disabled people. We want to strengthen our 
existing partnerships with over 280 local 
groups and to build new ones to put the needs 
of disabled people first. 


The third edition of The Gab- 
bitas Guide to Schools for Spe- 
cial Needs has been published, 
including details of mainstream 
schools with special provision, 
and a guide to benefits and 
allowances for children with 
special educational __ needs. 
£14.99. Contact Gabbitas Edu- 
cational Consultants, 126-130 
Regent Street, London W1R 
6EE. Tel: 0171-734 0161, fax: 
0171-437 1764, e-mail: 
admin@gabbitas.co.uk. 


To achieve this Scope is launching: 
@ An individual membership scheme 


m Opportunities for involvement in local and 
national decision making 


For more information, come to one of our open 
meetings or contact Sue Barnes on 01527 550909. 


Saturday 5 July 

Thursday 10 July 
Saturday 12 July 
Saturday 19 July 


London, Basingstoke 


Porthcawl 
The Disability and Rehabilita- 
tion Open Learning Project has 
published The Case for Action, 
its survey of the educational 
needs of health and social ser- 
vices professionals. Research 
carried out included surveys, 
interviews and group work 
involving users and carers. It 
finds there is a need for greater 
coherence in approaches to edu- 
cation for professionals in this 
field. Contact the organisation 
at: 2nd floor (west), Nutmeg 
House, 60 Gainsford Street, 
London SE1 2NY. Tel/fax 0171- 
357 8044. 


Longeaton, Taunton 


Doncaster, Liverpool 
Worcester, Oxford 
Gateshead 


Lancaster 


Bury St Edmunds 
Tunbridge Wells 


0171 452 2104 
Friday 25 July 
Saturday 26 July 


KC MOBILITY SERVICES 
WHEELCHAIR HOIST 


Before you choose a vehicle or 
wheelchair, let us advise you on 
suitability to get the very best 
compatible equipment. 


K.C. Mobility Services are one of the 
UK market leaders in specialist vehicle 
conversions for disabled people. 


We do expert, high quality conversions 
on a huge, ever-expanding range of 
vehicles - and no request is outside our 
range of, experience. 


si Mobility Services provide you with 
total independence and confidence. 


WinVisible (Women with Visi- 
ble and Invisible Disabilities) 
has launched a new publication, 
Disability and Violence — The 
Cash Connection which looks 
at the subject of violence 
against disabled women. Pub- 
lished by Crossroads Books, 
tel/minicom: 0171-482 2496. 
Fax: 0171-209 4761. 


The unique K.C. Mobility Services 
Wheelchair Hoist gives 
_ independence to people who 
have difficulty in storing and - 
unloading wheelchairs from 
vehicles. 
 @ Easy for us to install into Estates.” 

___ Hatchbacks and some Saloon Cars. — 
 @ Easy to work - simply clip 2 chains _ 
to the chair and push a button. 

@ Lifts up to 150 kg 30 Ibs : a 
- height of 36 inches. 
 @ Fully automatic model available oY 
people who are unable to - 
a eaoedts a chair into the vehicle. 


It’s easy to lift wheelchairs 
and even heavier scooters 
jin and out of vehicles 


continued on page 42 


‘CROSSWORD ANSWERS _ 


POs: i. ee ciueuee Telephone or write now for for full 


details of the unique Wheelchair Hoist 


10. Unsafe i, Gramaphone _ and our latest Price List. 


16, Inept 12 Dial-a-ride 
(19.Indiscipline 
‘DOWN: 1. Hearing aid 
2. Tidal 3. Location © 

4 In truth 5. Enslave | 
6. Dancers in At hand | 
Ss Ovid 14. Spurn 15. 


a “THE co .PLETE CONVERSION SPECIALISTS 
_ CREATING INDEPENDENCE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


KC. MOBILITY SERVICES | 
K. C. House, Carlinghow 2, Bradford Road, Batley, West Yorkshire, WF17 BLL. 


nee: 01924 - 442386. Fax : phones 420183. 


Disabilitywow July 1997 


4? Information 


Scope Leisure Resource Centre, Redditch, is holding a series of 
open days for new visitors (10 July, 16 September, 11 October, 12 
November and 2 December), to encourage and advise disabled 
children and adults on how to increase their leisure opportunities. 
Details from Nick Lee or Lesley Butcher, Scope Leisure Resource 
Centre, Shapland House, Clews Road, Oakenshaw, Redditch, B98 
7ST. Tel: (01527) 550909, fax: (01527) 550808. 


Putting Families First — The National Association of Toy and 
Leisure Libraries national conference is to be held in Liverpool, 26 
and 27 September. Workshops will include Young Carers and Equal 
Opportunities. Conference details and application forms from 
NATLL, 68 Churchway, London NW1 1LT. 


Does the Community Really Care?, the Mencap and Gateway 
Annual Conference and Exhibition, 3-5 October at the Norbreck 
Castle Hotel, Blackpool. Further details from Mencap National 
Centre, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1Y ORT. Tel: 0171-454 5547, 
fax: 0171-696 5548. 


The European Society for Mental Health and Deafness is holding its 
4th triennial conference in Manchester, 2-4 October. The confer- 
ence, Improving the quality of life for deaf people through under- 
standing and service excellence, contains many academic and social 
events/themes. Further details from Dr Bredan Monteiro, chair of 
organising committee, Mental Health Services of Salford, Bury New 
Road, Manchester M25 7BL. 


The Colchester Phoenix Amateur Swimming Club is having a swim- 
ming and coaching development day, 7 September. It aims to promote 
a higher level of integration and competition for disabled swimmers 
and their coaches. Courses are also run on Saturday evenings (6pm- 
7pm). Contact Maggie Hargraves, tel: (01206) 763095. 


Prader-Willi Syndrome Association (UK) is hosting a series of con- 
ferences, study days and forums: residential care and supported liv- 
ing forum on 16 September; study day on behaviour in the syndrome 
on 6 October; annual conference on 25/26 October; and multidisci- 
plinary training day on 24 November. Further details and booking 
forms from Roger Morbey at Prader Willi Syndrome Association, 33 
Leopold Street, Derby, DE1 2HE 


Are you a woman who wears elevated cork boots of 4in or over? If 
so, an appliances researcher would like to hear from you. If you can 
help, contact: Ray Barrett, 26 Red Cow Village, Exeter EX4 4AZ. 


As part of a final year research project entitled “An investigation 
into the attitudes of patients receiving treatment from physiothera- 
pists with a disabililty”, I require 16 NHS physiotherapists with any 
disability, and 16 without, willing to distribute 10 questionnaires to 
patients. Please contact: Heather Millar, 12 Glenleary Road, Col- 
eraine, Co. Londonderry, BT51 3QY. Tel: (01265) 42919, Fax: 
(01265) 52130. 

The Prospero Trust - arts/theatre workshop project - seeks a Char- 
ity Co-ordinator (unpaid) who will create an image for the charity, 
recruit a fundraiser and initiate projects. Energy, imagination, pas- 
sion and organising skills useful. Home based telephone/computer 
contacts ideal. Contact: The Prospero Trust, PO Box LB628, Lon- 
don W1A 9LB. 


The Mental Health Foundation 
has released a new video giving 
an insight into life for people 
with learning difficulties, sum- 
marizing issues raised by their 
Inquiry, Building Expectations. 
Priced at £10, contact the Men- 
tal Health Foundation, 37 Mor- 
timer Street, London WIN 8JU. 
For further details contact Helen 
Matson on 0171-580 0145. 


The International Pen Friends 
organisation is celebrating its 
30th year. Originally formed in 
Dublin, it now has over 300,000 
members around ‘the world. If 
you want further details and a 


membership form, contact 
David Slater, IPF Network 
Representative, 8 Lapwing 


Close, The Park, Northway, 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, 
GL20 8TN. 


Macmillan Cancer Relief is 
running a new poetry competi- 
tion, to help raise funds for peo- 
ple with cancer. Competition 
judge is Peter Sansome, poet 
and editor of poetry magasine, 
The North. The winner will 
receive £100, and the runner-up 
£50, and along with other 
selected entrants, will be pub- 
lished in the anthology Hear 
My Song. Entries are £3, from 
Tam Weir, Organiser, 49 Oak- 
land Avenue, Droitwich Spa, 
Worcestershire, WR9 7BT. 


The 1997 Special Needs edition 
of Heathrow’s Travellers Infor- 
mation Guide is now available. 
It gives information on services 
specifically designed for special 
needs travellers and is a guide to 
all the airport’s passenger facili- 
ties. For further information 
contact Passenger Relations, 
Public Affairs, Heathrow Point, 
234 Bath Road, Harlington, 
Middlesex UB3 SHP. 


Parent Link, a North Surrey 
Group Scope initiative, wants to 
hear from parents of children 
with a disability who would like 
to talk to other parents in a 
similar position. Based in 
Kingston. For further informa- 
tion call (and leave a message) 


MEYRA POWER CHAIR large 
front wheels climbs kerbs, ser- 
viced £750. Tel: (01635) 40276 
ansaphone (Berks). 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, GOOD con- 
dition, full MOT, £3000 ono, 
hydraulic lift. Tel: (01480) 
437261. 


LARGE 4-WHEEL SHOPRIDER 
hardly used, was £2450. Accept 
£1200. Gel batteries, basket. 
Tel: (01737) 361057. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR DUDLEY 
plusII, kerbclimber. Will man- 
age standard doorways. 
Charger. New batteries. Joy- 
stick control. Two speed. Col- 
lapsible. £950 ono. Tel: (01420) 
23351. Servo brakes. 


CONSTABLES CARCHAIR SYS- 
TEM, vgc. Grey upholstery. Cost 
£5500. Will accept £2,000 ono. 
Tel: (01992) 424487. 


STIRLING MIDI 4 scooter 4-wheel 
as new, cost £1945, sell for 
£1,300. 8 months old. Tel: 
(01203) 383271. 


WHEELCHAIR, PADDED, NEW, 
Gastins3/55 a@iters = please. 
Tel: 0171-727 3332. 


PATTERNING TABLE (as used by 
Bibic). Invaluable for improving 
gross motor co-ordination. No 
charge, but anything offered 
will be donated to Scope. Tel: 
(01226) 763492. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR SEAT fits 
Vauxhalls 1984 onwards, cost 
£559 July 96, accept 
ono, as new condition. Tel: 
0181-590 2681. 


HAND CONTROLS SUITABLE for 
Volvo 340 auto but can be 
adapted to fit most small autos, 
cost £240 but will accept £100 


ono. Tel: (01634) 719918 
(Rochester, Kent). 
AUTOMATIC ADJUSTABLE 


single bed, Concern for Com- 
fort, 1 yr old, gc, £1,100 ono. 
Tel: 0181-998 8485 (evenings). 


CHILTERN WISPA HOIST track- 


ing, never used, mint condition, 


on 0181-549 2569. 
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| Classified lineage advertisements 


I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
I Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


Ads cost £4 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 
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£6,000, brand new, take 22 
stone weight. £1,500 each, 
£2800 pair ono. Tel: 0151-259 | 
3340. 1 


CARCHAIR SELF PROPELLING 
wheelchair only bargain £175. — 
Tel: 0181-690 2502. 


SHOPRIDER SCOOTER TE888N 4- 

wheel. Almost new, £1,100 ono, | 
little used. Bargain. Tel: (01695) — 
732594. 


GIMSON ‘CIRRUS' THROUGH © 
floor lift installed but never 
used, £4000. Chiltern ceiling | 
mounted hoist £1,000. Tel: | 
(01924) 892857 (West Yorks). 


COWAL AUTOMATIC WHEELCHAIR : 
storage and lifting device, one © 
year old, little used, £1,500 } 
ono. Tel: (01823) 443885 after | 
6pm. | 


TALBOT RANCHO 1986 Poynting | 
conversion, seats 4 + wheelchair, | 
rear ramp, 80000 miles, many 
new parts, £1,150. Tel: (01727) | 
851738 evenings (Herts). 


HONDA ACCORD SILVER blue, | 
under 57,000 miles, hand con- 
trols, PAS cantilever ‘hand 
brake automatic cowal GZ91 
wheelchair stowage system. | 
£2,950. Tel: 0181-504 7680 
(Woodford, Essex). 


DIHATSU WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 
June 1996, 508 on clock as new, 
radio, 3 year warranty and road | 
ass driver & two passenger seat | 
wheelchair pos & ramp, sun 
roofs, accept £7,500. Tel: 
(01827) 288006. 


THERAPOSTURE RECLINER 
CHAIR, electrically operated, 
hardly used New £995 now 
£495 Tel: (01460) 220475. | 


MEYRA WHEELCHAIR, £800 
ono, ideal for outdoor use. Tel: 
(01900) 605238. 


VW CARAVELLE, METALLIC blue, 
side lift. Under 12,000 miles. 
Seats 7 or S+we. As _ new, : 
£16,500. Tel: 0118-941 4109. 


SEAT TERRA VAN. Side windows. 
F reg. 7' ramp and clamps. Used 
for wheelchair passenger but — 
steep ramp and low headroom. 


Inexpensive transport. £1,000. 
Tel: 0181-866 8244. 


continued on page 43 


Disability Now is also 
available on tape. For 
details, contact 
Subscriptions at 16 Fitzroy 
Square, London, W1P 6LP 
or telephone 0171-383 4575. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
75,000 people for just £4 a line. 
All small ads must be paid for 
in advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the form 
on the left. Send it with a 
cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 
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)STAIRMATIC MOBILE BATTERY 
powered  stairclimber. £1250 
ono. Tel: Harry Turner on 
(01943) 880286, W. Yorks. 


) BLUE TUMBLEFORMS FLOOR sit- 
ter (new £107), £40. Blue phys- 
ioball 95cm £10. Blue garden 
‘swing seat (£59), £10. Non- 
rusting swing frame (£100), 
£30. Britax car seat £5. Quickie 
14" wheelchair jay back and 
cushion (well loved), £500. Tel: 
(01932) 888762. 


E REG. VAUXHALL Astra 1.6GL. 

5 door saloon, green automatic 

with hand controls. 51,000 
miles fsh, vgc. £2500. Tel: 
(01628) 530409. 


BATRICAR AIRE 3 with cabin, 
£1000. Aquasoothe ezzey-lift, 
used once, £500. Tel: (01600) 
716951. 


FORD MINIBUS AUTO, K teg., 
75,000 miles, vgc, MOT Nov 
97, petrol. Fully adapted for 
wheelchair driver. Horizontal 
steering, easily put back to 
PA.S. Remote control side lift 
entry, other features. £15,000 
ono. Tel: (01291) 626718. 


VERTICAL THROUGH FLOOR LIFT, 
excellent condition, £3000. Tel: 
(01924) 364813 after 4pm, West 
Yorkshire. 


NISSAN CARGO 2.4, N reg, for 
wheelchair. Tel: (01643) 862902 
or (01643) 862764 after 6pm. 
Genuine reason for sale. 


ORTHOKINETIC BUGGY STYLE 
wheelchair with accessories, as 
new, suitable for child aged 8 to 
12, £600. Tel: (01270) 626809 
evenings. 


MOLNLYCKE XLT WHEELCHAIR. 
Quick release wheels, seat 
16in, back 16in. Little used, 
light weight, black and red, 
titanium, £350. Tel: (01424) 
734463. 


CHILTERN SHOWER CABINET, 
compact, slimline, wheelchair 
access. Hardly used, cost new 
£1648, will accept £800 ono. 
Tel: 0181-211 7963 or (0973) 
875171. 


BROTHERWOOD NISSAN PRARIE, 
rear entry, wheelchair accessible 
vehicle, raised roof, F reg, 
65,000 miles, excellent condi- 
tion, £8750. Tel: (01823) 
333802. 


CITROEN AVENTAGE, automatic, 
1.9 diesel. Power steering, 5 
door, forest green, cobra alarm, 
full hand controls, central lock- 
ing, electric sunroof, 4900 
mileage, service history, £9750. 
Tel: (01243) 374880. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA CHAIRMAN, 
1987, D reg, automatic, low 
mileage. Wheelchair access via 
ramp. Vgc, £3595. Tel: (01923) 
850084. 


FORD TRANSIT AUTOMATIC, 
F reg. Steering developments, 
3 way tiller bar system, 9 way 
bleeper, electric gas remote 
controlled side door and 
lift, air conditioning, £12,000. 
Tel: (01962) 626264 for more 
details. 


NISSAN VANETTE VERSA diesel. 
MOT Sept. 40,000 miles. Elec- 
tric lift. J reg. Wheelchair 
restraints and safety harness. 
£8000 ono. Tel: 0181-386 2092 
(Watford). 


SHOPRIDER TE-888 4-WHEEL 
buggy for sale. Less than one 
year’s use. Good condition 
£1050 ono, for details telephone 
Worthing (01903) 525828. 


J REG FORD ESCORT estate 1.6. 
P.a.s. central locking, auto, F&J 
hand controls, electric scooter 
hoist, vgc, service history. Tel: 
(01621) 782457. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.4 RT. 3 door 
automatic, power assisted steer- 
ing. 3500 miles, vgc. Becker 
hand controls. £4500. Tel: 
(01382) 552221 (Fife). 


SWEDE ELITE LIGHTWEIGHT 
wheelchair, 15" seat. Immacu- 
late condition, fully adjustable, 
with accessories. £600 ono. Tel: 
(01480) 351559. 


VESSA VITTESSE 2000 recliner, 
dual controls, electrically reclin- 
ing back, extended headrest. 
3 years use. Was £3500 new, 
£1200 ono. Tel: 0161-928 3476. 


G REG ASTRA CHAIRMAN, 
40,000. Rear hydraulic suspen- 
sion + ramp. Full service his- 
tory, garaged seats, 3 plus chair, 
Blau radio/cassette. £5500 ono. 
Tel: (01322) 668429. 


STAIR LIFT GIMPSON L 4M70. 
Easy to install, £1100. Tel: 
0181-979 7382. 


HONDA NIPPY 49CC. Only 1840 
miles. Drives from wheelchair, 
with transporting trailer, £950. 
Tel: (01304) 612934. 


VITESSE 2000 ELECTRIC 
wheelchair, 3 years old. Good 
condition. £995 ono. Contact 
(01932) 786039 (Sunbury). 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, D REG 
1300, mileage 12006, red, elec- 
tric ramp, FSH, MOT, taxed, 
£3250 ono. Tel: (01823) 253904 
(Taunton). 


RENAULT ESPACE 2000, D regis- 
tered, rear lift for wheelchair 
plus five seats. Twin sun roofs 
and silver metalic paint. Good 


condition for year. £2500 ono. 
Tel: 0171-431 0843. 


BATH HOIST ARJO MECHANAIDS. 
Fits to L/H side of bath (facing 
taps). Regularly serviced and 
certified by Arjo. £250. Tel: 
(01903) 202063 (W. Sussex). 


SCOOTER - AS NEW Sunrise 3. 
Many extras. Will deliver SE 
England. Real bargain £950. 
Tel: (01992) 813635. 


FORD TRANSIT LWB, 2 LTR 
petrol, reg Nov 86, fully fitted for 
wheelchair disabled including 
hoist. MOT Nov 97, only 10,000 
miles. Sold as seen, to view 
Tel: (01234) 261519 (Bedford). 


HAND CONTROLS FOR RENAULT 
Clio, not used. £220 ono. Tel: 
(01978) 761350. 


JAY CUSHION, still in the 
box, 16x16, £250. Tel: (01844) 
208933. 


ULTRALIGHT WHEELCHAIR Q200, 
as new, completely collapsible. 
£845 when bought Aug 95, 
offers over £300. Buyer collects. 
Tel: 0181-360 3968 between 
9am and noon. 


94 LUNAR 15° TOURING caravan, 
built for w/chair user. Wide 
door and electric lift, operated 
from w/chair. All facilities 
usable from w/chair. Side trans- 
fer to shower and we. Sold 


ready for use, many extras. 
£8000. Tel: (01977) 515520. 


STAIRCLIMBER DEVICE/ 
ATTACHMENT to suit manual 
wheelchair. Tel: 01222 624229. 


REEL TO REEL tape decks for 
group work. Donated please. 
For new therapy. Tel: 0181 771 
3971. Mr E Gillam, 2 Harold 
Rd, London, SE19 3PU. 


TERRY STEP LIFT wanted please 
ring 0976 208023 or 0161-793 
8689. 


EXPERIENCED CARER WANTED 
for a 24hr cover on alternate 
weekends. Working for a 
woman with tetraplegia you 
need a flexible and enthusiastic 
approach. Car driver essential. 
£5 per hour. Middlesex area. 
Tel: Vivienne on (01784) 449579 
to start asap. 


Personal 


1 AM A 45 year old lady with 
some sight. I enjoy reading and 
music. You must like walking as 
I have a guide dog. Cassettes 
only please. Box No. 085 


WIDOWER, EARLY 50s, disabled 
with ms, 6'2". Looking for a 
caring lady up to 50 who wants 
to live on the south east coast. 
Large house, no ties, homelov- 
ing but very lonely. Box No. 086 


FEMALE PENFRIEND WANTED 
for fifty seven year old woman 
close to south east London, so 
that we could visit each other. 
Interests include: music, friend- 
ship and knitting. Someone of 
similar age. Box No. 087 


SLIM BLOKE, PUSHING 40, 
beard, slightly arthritic. N. 
Staffs/ S. Cheshire area. Would 
like female company to help 
him watch Glastonbury on TV. 
Box No. 088 


HI, I’M NIGEL, I’m 26 and I am 
slightly disabled. I have a great 
sense of humour and enjoy 
socialising, swimming and 
sports. | am seeking an able 
bodied New Zealand or Aus- 
tralian female who would con- 
sider _ friendship/relationship. 
Box No. 089 


HI, ?’M TOM, I am 24, disabled 
with my own car. I like rock 
music, going out for a drink, 
have a gsoh. I have a computer 
which I like to try out different 
things on. The female I am 
looking for needs a gsoh, to be 
between 20-25 and slightly dis- 
abled or able bodied. For a pos- 
sible relationship. Box No. 090 


CAN YOU COOK, clean and wash? 
I can! Male, 33 years old, inde- 
pendent and mobile with cp, 
seeks lady for friendship and 
maybe more. Hertfordshire 
area. Box No. 091 


30 YEAR OLD MAN (disabled) 
student. I like computers, cook- 
ing and music. I am loyal, hon- 
est and friendly. I seek a lady 
aged 20-30 years old, any race, 
for lasting relationship or mar- 
riage. Box No. 092 


| AM 25 YEARS old, female, and 
live in north of England. I am 
looking for friendship, male or 
female, this could be either by 
correspondence or by phone. I 
am partially sighted. So if you 
write, please print your writing. 
My interests are drama, cin- 
ema, listening to most kinds of 
music, theatre and campaigning 
for disability rights. I have a 
wicked sense of humour! I 
would prefer it if you lived in 
the Yorkshire area. Box No. 093 


LOVING 38 YEAR OLD with leg 
disability seeks long term rela- 
tionship with male, able-bodied 
or disabled. Attractive, outgo- 
ing and funny, I like films, the- 
atre and the arts, and also 
occasional nights in the pub. 
Would prefer to hear from 
anyone in the Midlands area. 
Box No. 094 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 


Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. send to DN, 
address on page 2 


34 YEAR OLD MALE, with 
Hydrocephalus, seeks male pen- 
friend aged between 18 and 34, 
with a mild disability, who 
would like to join a football 


team. If interested please apply 
asap. Box No. 095 


ISOLATED BUT SOCIABLE lady 
seeks penfriends, male or 
female, with gsoh, aged 50+. 
Box No. 096 


1 AM A 39 year old single parent 
with 2 special needs children, 
aged 16 and 2 1/2. I would like 
to hear from other single par- 
ents of special needs children, of 
any age and with any sort of 
disability. Box No. 097 


PLEASE, PLEASE HELP ME. Do 
you know anyone who can solve 
my eye problem. A_ brain 
haemorage has left me facially 
paralysed (right side). My eye 
gives me great pain and goes 
red. I don’t want it sown up. Do 
you know anyone who can help. 
Distance no object. Box No. 098 


OPENESS, HONESTY, TRUST and 
romance. If these things appeal 
to you I would like so much to 
meet you. I am male, 38, intelli- 
gent, solvent, 5'10" and slightly 
disabled. I live in my own house 
in Yorkshire. I hope you’re a 30- 
40 year old female, wanting a 
loving — relationship/friendship. 
Box No. 099 


PM A WIDOW of 8 years. I look 
after my daughter of 21 years 
who was disabled from the age 
of 11, through medical neglect. I 
am very easy going and my 
interests are: animals, music, 
DIY, lace making, needle craft. I 
do get very lonely for male com- 
pany as I will not put my daugh- 
ter into care. Box No. 100 


HI, MY NAME IS TONY. I’m 64 
years of age though told I look 
younger. Registered disabled, 
feeling fit and active, my only 
occasional disability is walking 
difficulties, due to arthritis. Iam 
shy and can be very loving. I like 
dining in/out, cooking, painting 
and nights in. I need tlc and seek 
a lady aged 40+, preferably in 
Scotland, but I can travel due to 
car ownership. Photo appreci- 
ated. Box No. 101 


continued on page 44 


For personal adds please 
send a cheque or postal 
order for £5 payable to 


Disability Now with your 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs 
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Personal 


GAY GUY, 45 with cp, would like 
to meet guys for lasting friend- 
ship, hopefully also relation- 
ship. Enjoys travel, 
socialising, cinema and theatre. 
Open minded, easy going, gen- 
uine. Box No. 074 


music, 


| AM LOOKING for a female pen- 
friend, between the age of 18 to 
26. Box No. 075 


MY NAME IS JOHN, | am 31, | 
have my own home, drive my 
own car and I work as a sales 
rep. I like romantic nights in, 
eating out and the countryside. 
I have cp. Would you like to 
contact me? Box No. 076 


OPEN-MINDED FUN loving male, 
31, cp; looking for female 
25-35, for friendship, possibly 
romance. Hobbies 
love of animals, music and 
meeting people. Box No. 077 


include a 


BORED LADY, 44 years old with 
cp. Can walk quite well with 
sticks. Also hard of hearing, but 
can lip read well. I would like to 
correspond/meet with a sincere 
genuine gentlman aged 44-48. 
My hobbies include dinning, 
music, cinema, playing bowls 
and places of interest. Likes cats 


and dogs. Must be tolerant to 
my deafness. Box No. 078 


ATTRACTIVE MALE, 27, wears 
callipers. Kind, considerate, 
caring and romantic, with own 
car and good job. Seeks attrac- 
tive female with aquired dis- 
ability for friendship, romance 


and lasting relationship. Box 
No. 079 


I’M 29, HONEST, caring, fun-lov- 
ing, with a sense of humour, 
supportive, warm hearted and 
romantic. I’m deaf with a bad 
leg. My job is as a British sign 
language tutor. I’d like to meet a 
girl aged 18-40, looks unimpor- 
tant, deaf or hearing, keen to 
learn sign language, hopefully 
leading to a relationship. I enjoy 
sport, tenpin bowling, eating 
out, travel, cinema and relaxing 
at home. Box No. 080 


HELLO THERE, my name is Suru. 
I would like to meet a nice intel- 
ligent young lady aged 40-45, 
without much commitment. | 
am over 45 and of Asian origin. 
I had to leave my job due to dis- 
ability which has _ greatly 
improved since 1980. At the 
moment I am a part-time post- 
graduate student in science. My 
interests include teaching, 
learning and chess. I am waiting 
to meet the ideal person to be 
happy with. Box No. 081 


MALE, 36, SINGLE, non-smoker 
with mild disability. I own my 
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own home and have various 
interests including music, art, 
photography and sports. I’m 
looking for that special female 
aged, 25-38, to share life’s ups 
and downs. London/Newark/ 
anywhere! Box No. 082 


40 YEAR OLD French man, 
with a degree in International 
Public Law, with cp. Indepen- 
dent, caring, likes literature, 
animals, travel. Seeks a disabled 
English girl, aged 20-35, for 
penfriendship and wedding. 
Box No. 083 


DISABLED MAN WITH CP. Inde- 
pendent, own home, can travel, 
looking for kind, caring lady 
40-56 for relaxed sensual time 
together, also romance, may be 
marriage. Box No. 084 


Property for sale 


LARGE BUNGALOW IN RUGBY. 
Central t o motorway and rail 
networks. Detatched Georgian 
style, spacious with wide hall- 
way giving easy access to all 
rooms. Master bedroom with 


ensuite shower room. £185,000. 
Tel: (01788) 812407. 


Property to rent 


ACCOMMODATION TO RENT. 
Must be ,,adapted for. ,a 
wheelchair user. Anywhere but 
the Avon area. Joy Jones, 24 
Castle, -Court, - High, , Street, 


Thornbury, S. Gloucestershire, 
BS12 2XN. 


PWLLHELI, NORTH WALES B+B, 
in bungalow convenient and 
accessible. WTB approved, £15 
each. Tel: (01759) 612956. 


Property wanted 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
Canaries/island for winter 97 
for party of 6 with 1 wheelchair 
occupant, must be level and 


have suitable bathroom. Ring 
Trevor Watson: 0191-3841488. 


Holidays 


HOLIDAYS IN WORTHING 


Rosetta Nursing Care and Rehabilitation Centre is able to provide disabled people 
with respite and convalescent stays in Worthing, as independently as possible. Level 
access to the shops and seafront. Transport arranged from Worthing Rail Station. 


FOR A COPY OF OUR SHORT BREAKS BROCHURE PLEASE CONTACT: 


Mrs Yvonne Evans 
Rosetta Nursing & Rehabilitation Centre 
32-36 St. Michaels Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 4RY 
Tel: 01903 535276 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in some rooms. All in 
a comfortable, friendly country house hotel set in several 
acres of natural grounds, nine miles from the ancient city of 
Norwich, offering excellent opportunities for exploring the 
countryside and coastline of East Anglia. 


Book now for Autumn and Winter Breaks, 
Christmas and New Year. 


Ring 01508 489324 


DREAM TOURS 97 


DISNEY, FLORIDA 
142th SEPTEMBER - 14 NIGHTS 


HAWAII 
5th NOVEMBER - 14 NIGHTS 


Direct Flights by Scheduled Airlines 

Full Programme of Activities & Tours 

Fully adapted Transport & 
Accommodation 


Tel: A.T.S. Travel Ltd 
01708 863198 


or write to 
1 Tank Hill Road, Purfleet, 
Essex RM16 1SX. 


AUTUMN, WINTER or SPRINGTIME in the CAIRNGORMS 
Experience a friendly Scottish Highland village at 
wonderful times of the year, at off-season rates, 
(also some Xmas/New Year vacancies left). Two 
beautifully restored forest village cottages, fully 
inspected for wheelchair users. Very warm, spacious 
and peaceful. Wheel-in shower or adapted 
bath/shower, telephone, central heating, log fire and 
lots of character. Local Access Guide and full details 
from Valery Dean, Tel/Fax 01479 821642. 
WWW-http://freespace.virgin.net/valery.dean/ 


Quality West of Scotland 
Tours (Q.We.S.T.) 

Luxury Air Conditioned 11 seater Mini 
Bus with Wheelchair Lift. 
Totally flexible “tailored itineraries” or “go as 
you please”, with a caring approach and above 
all TIME taken and diigimed. to enjoy the 
experience of leisurely touring. 
Tours throughout Mainland Scotland and “The 
Isles”, England & Ireland. 
Competitive rates for afternoon/evening drives, 
full and multi night tours. 
Disabled friendly visitor attractions and quality 
B+B accommodation/restaurants assured. 
Corporate and function transport to suit any 
occasion. 
Keith Farr - Q.We.S.T., 146 Corsebar Road, 
PAISLEY, SCOTLAND, PA2 9NA. 


Tel/Fax: 0141 884 8285. 
E-mail: Myfarrclan_QWeST@compuserve.com 


To place a box classified 
advertisement in DN, please 
contact Richard Gresham 
at Kingslea Press Ltd, 12 
Dock Offices, Surrey Quays 
Road, London SE16 2XU, or 
telephone 0171-252 1362 
(Fax 0171-237 8019) 


Focus groups 


WANTED 


Barclays Bank is continually seeking to improve its service for its 
visually impaired, hearing impaired and disabled customers. The 
Bank considers the best way of achieving this is by asking its 


disabled customers what they think. 


To achieve this the Bank is inviting a number of disabled people to 


discuss any improvements we could make at a focus group to be 


held in Coventry on 12 


August from 10.00 to 4.30. 


If you are interested in participating please contact Josie Greaves by 
expressing your interest via letter, telephone or fax to her: 


Josie Greaves, Communication Manager, PO Box 120, Longwood 
Close, Westwood Business Park, COVENTRY, CV4 8JN. 


Telephone 01203 532276 
Fax 01203 695025 


* 


REWARD 


A £30 gift voucher plus all travelling expenses to be reimbursed on the day. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“4992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users and their 
families. Rural setting with superb views, Dogs welcome. 
Wood burning stoves and daily meal service 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 

R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 41Z. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


HOUSE WITH A HEART FOR DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW SITUATED.ON 
GOLF COURSE. 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL 
TELEPHONE CALLS, FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 
24 HOUR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY. 

15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 


SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


LLETY MIERI 
LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


Brittany Cottage io let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good access 
to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 

Details C. Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 
45430 


S.E. SPAIN 
Purpose built ground floor holiday apartments. 


Two bedrooms, pool, patio area, shower chair, 
hoist. Towels/Linen included. 


Sandy beaches, relaxing and pleasant holiday 
for Disabled person and their Carer. 

Please write/phone/fax: Lisa Fowler, 
RAYMAR, Unit 1, Fairview Estate, Reading 
Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1HE. 


Telephone: 01491 578446; Fax: 01491 413741 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 

On beautifully situated, friendly family run 
park, 250 yds from sandy beach. Heated pool. 
Bar/restaurant. Games room, Sunrise 
Bay Holiday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, 
Dyfed, SA33 5LP. Phone: 01267 241394 


JUBILEE LODGE — Essex 


Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV: Moterised hoists. 

__, Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Social Services 
registered. From £235 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132. 


Sunny Javea 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Beautiful climate - 4 bedroom villa near sea 
3 bedrooms upstairs + bathroom 
1 bedroom ground Moet + shower and toilet 
Ramps, wheelchair friendly, garden, large 
shared pool. 


01562 885403 


NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Clifftop park with “excellent” status, 
New Milton, Hampshire. Excellent site 
facilities within 100 yards, with indoor/ 
outdoor pools; restaurant, bar, take- 
away. Fully equipped, two bedrooms, 
fully wheelchair accessible log cabin 
accommodation. Sleeps 6, well furnished: 
Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT 

HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 

Park with “good” status, Goodrington 
Sands, Devon. Excellent site facilities 
within short walk, with indoor/outdoor 
pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. Fully 
equipped, 2 bedrooms, fully wheelchair 
accessible mobile home. Sleeps 4-6, 
well appointed. Free club membership. 
(Purchased with funds from the National 
Lottery). 


Details: Mr P. Cash 01425 672055 - 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association, 
registered charity No. 261914. 


Luxury apartment, beautiful location, nean Wye 
valley. Large pine beamed lounge, kitchen, TV 
video recorder. Bedroom with remote control TV, 
ensuite shower room. 

Lovely gardens with Kio carp fish, waterfalls and 
fountain. All wheelchair accessible. 

Vacancies July, September. 

Raglan 01291 690007 


Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible luxury 
bungalows overlooking lake and set within 38 acres of 
glorious countryside. Many on-site facilities including 
tea room/shop. Take-away meals and equipment hire 


“Campus” Holidays - Cambridge 
Self catering breaks for 
independent/semi-independent tourists 
in Cambridge. Accessible rooms. Level 
access/wheelchair height amenities. 
Adjustable toilets/basins. Parker bath. 
Shared kitchen. Wide corridors/electric 
doors. Shared use paravan. CTV. 
Payphone. Personal help buttons. 
Wheelchair charging. Mobile hoists. 
Adjustable beds. Volunteer support. 
For brochure 
01223 311416. 


eonards, 

7 berth caravan adapted for 
disabled people on Haven Site. 
For colour brochure, tel: Shepway 
MS. (01303) 251352 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, GROUPS 
& INDIVIDUALS: SELF CATERING, COTTAGES, 
GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales Tourist Board 3 
Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, JACUZZI, 
THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, POTTERY & MUSIC 
ROOMS, OUTDOOR, ACTIVITIES 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 
For info & Holiday Pack Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


WINGED FELLOWSHIP TOURS 
Overseas holidays for people with disabilities. 
Holland. Eire. Channel Islands. France. Switz. 
Norway. Czech. Majorca. USA etc. Prices include 
flights, travel in adapted vehicles, accessible 
accommodation, nurse/couriers. Also UK budget 
“Discovery” holidays. All destinations accessible. 
Brochure from Gary Day: 0171 833 4579 ext. 122. 


HARVEST HOME 


KESWICK - CUMBRIA 
9 berth caravan, wheelchair accessible, 
wheel-in shower. 

Electric cooker, fridge, TV, water heating. 
Includes bedding, crockery and cooking 
utensils, but no towels. 
£5 per ede pele) day, minimum 3 
people. Pets welcome. 
Situated on ground of Castlerigg Manor. 
Keswick 5 mins walk. 

: Tel for booking. 
Linda Phelps - 01229 832073. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 


available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax: 01409 211510. 


Holidays in France for 


disabled people 
AUBERGE DE LA TOUR 


Small family run farmhouse/guesthouse in 
rural: France, Loire Valley/Vendee area. 
English qualified nurse proprietor. Respite 
care available on request. Adapted minibus 
for transportation. 

For brochure contact Mr & Mrs Bartlam, 
40 Rue St Eloi, Courlay, 79440 Deux Sevres 
France. (00.33) 5.49.72.25.37. or English tel. 
contact Heather Bacon. 01395 267084. 


Have Fun, Fun, Fun! 
“SKYLARKS” - Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre re-opens in August 
after £1.6m refurbishment. 26 single en-suite, 5 twin 
rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. Hydro pool. Bar. Help 
buttons. Free trips/excursions. Nurses/volunteer 
support. Prices from £245 pw — including food/care. 
For brochure, please tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


Glebe Farm, Charles, Brayford, 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon, 
EX32 7PT 
Tel: 01598 710241 
Fax: 01598 710813 
E-mail Boddington@easynet.co.uk 
Self-catering holiday cottages 
sleeping 2-6 people. 

Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Summer vacancies available 
Please ring for our brochure. 
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Recruitment (cont. pg 46) 


|The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of vehicles 
converted to carry wheelchair 
passengers. 
Substantial premium savings — 
up to 30% possible. 


p CRINIGy GOOD NNEAITO/R wees Renewed 


CHre re Exe CUT reve. Ss Orr LG Ee 


EQUALITIES ac sauamg ies DEVELOPMENT eK: oe | Reshaped 
Equalities Officer - Disability Results 


£21,975 - £23,913 Ref: UX203/DN Foran 


Bristol, the capital of the West region, is a vibrant and diverse city. application 


For a quote please contact 


CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


e 
Bristol City Council is a new unitary authority committed to securing Policy Development form and 


equality in its services and employment practices, and in the wider 


community further details, 
Do you want to be part of this challenge? Officer ee E ahes 
We are looking for an individual, to complete a team already offering ee os 
specialisms in race and women, who has a sound knowledge of e ogon,e ° SIA 
mainstream equalities work, excellent communication skills, and the Disabilities issues (asen file) 


ability to liaise with Members and colleagues at all levels of the contact: 
Council, as well as with external organisations. 


a‘ : : . Personnel 
This post will require you to work broadly across equalities issues and Up to £27,500 (pay award pending) Ree 


ies ‘ : a 4 ; A ; & Training 
to offer a specialism in Disability Equality. It is essential for this p hb 2 
person to have direct personal experience of the discrimination +up to £6,000 re-location package Section, Finance 
experienced by Disabled people. oe Department, 
If you are a committed, self-motivated individual who would like to ~ At Birmingham City Council - the UK's largest local Room 229, 
work as part of a dynamic corporate team, based in the Policy authority - we are reshaping our approach to equalities Council House, 


CONTROVERSIES IN CEREBRAL PALSY fone ped, Friel Enequinns Oitice.qwe would likeite, hear with a renewed and strengthened commitment. Our Birmingham 


Fe OSETERL PE Interviews will be in early August 1997. newly Testructured equalities division is committed to BRA 
Seater Gr ihinen site arunaay oeioeen cil! The Council is committed to promoting equal opportunities and achieving real practical results with a disabilities team Tel: 


ah welcomes applications from all sectors of the community. An attractive focused on achieving sustainable, empowering change for (121 235 2072 
This annual multidisciplinary conference organised relocation scheme is available disabled lel Wa : ee ry] : 
by the Special Families Trust (formerly The a ices isabledpeoplelocally, (2Thow 
Trengweath Trust) aims to promote a wider For further details and an application form (CVs alone x ‘Pe . — 
understanding of cerebral palsy. Leading experts are not acceptable) please telephone Bristol (0117) our role in that will be key - achieving an effective 
Bp Pea P Pe E : oe : 
from Britain and abroad will be speaking on a range 922 2710, or write to The Recruitment Desk, The action planning process, providing constructive and ; 
eR ee ae Council House, College Green, Bristol BSI STR, quoting innovative advice to Departmental Officers, developing | [aaa 
y the job reference number. Minicom users please : partnerships - especially with local disabled people - that are O12 2352993 
Re ccecemient Sanice. telephone Bristol (0117) 922 4360 office hours only. are aren ae [ao 
For further details write or ring Special Families Application forms are available in accessible formats. P : 


oe) 
Trust, Erme House, Station Road, Plympton, Applications should be returned by noon Wednesday, $ Cc ou It’s vital, therefore, that you’re committed to disability 
Plymouth, Devon PL7 3AU. 01752 346861. 23rd July 1997. 


Conference 


answerphone), 
Minicom 


presented by professionals from SCOPE's Advisory ey. 
(Minicom users 


only). Other 


forms may be 


equality as part ofa broad equality policy and have experience aninbiteon) 
of working in an environment that is both multicultural request. 
and political. Direct experience of disability is essential in 
this varied post, as is experience of managing staff in a 
P roperty for S ale era multi-cultural environment, experience of developing and 

frag DIALABILITY presenting strategies and policies, along with an awareness of, 


and sensitivity to the needs and issues of a diverse community 


: including other varying equality issues. LaleieNoe 
PROJECT/TRAINING wpbOa50 


CHESTER - HOUSE FOR SALE For an informal discussion and further information 
Modern four bedroomed family residence (@4 O-O RDIN ATOR Ne ang oat im ian Disability Equality Manager, 


Lies Poulos aepetions et : CHARITIES 
wheelchair access and use including : BOARD 
automatically opening doors and recently ae L i} 4 : 5 0 0 


adapted and automated Groundfloor : : i 
shower room having Clos-o-Mat : 2 year Fixed Term contract > Bi in Hi i il Closing date: 


automated WC an electric shower. ene se ateltel mcucbothe oa agro be 
Accommodation comprises hall, shower os esieesiele Ristsieleinieleieic.c's deisiercisie celsinisisielesicieie(s slnitsiaeversialejaialcistslelcieiatslelcis|aialsteteiclcletetefe era peas ns seicsansy Sasa ier 28 July Gi 
: 2 PAS 


see ah ay oie ceed ori aa Dialability has been successful in obtaining a grant ace ela ad pratt gna 


large garden. Nags DE aPbOlnS peut | from the National Lottery Board to fund the training and 
with Messrs. Berisford Adams. : ; : 
Tel: 01244 345345. <_ employment of a team of disabled people as advice workers 


Offers in the region of £109,500.00. = at its busy Information Resource Centre and satellite sites. 
| It provides information and advice for disabled people, their 
families, carers and healthcare professionals and to those 


eS omisa at hohe. ADKC, an organisation of disabled Capo? 


Pe rs 0 n a i | The successful candidate will be responsible for the management of the project in people who live and work In Kensington 
Fall its aspects. & Chelsea, need a 


Kensington & Chelsea 


Do you have experience in human resources, training and some understanding of FINANCE & OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 


financial issues, suitable to lead this work? You will need to work in a dynamic 
and innovative way to identify and set up a suitable training programme with SALARY: SCALE 5 - £15,858 p-a. 
recognised qualifications. You will need experience in recruitment and selection, 35 hours per week 
good communication skills and ability in management. You will be expected to 
I Crisi : review the training needs of the organisation and its services and submit reports 
4n a CFISsis = whilst liaising closely with the rest of the team to provide a quality service. A car d “y: 
Whatever you’re going through, ie Wdnivenistescentiall to support the ADKC management & to facilitate the 


we'll go through it with you. smooth running of the ADKC Centre. To carry out day 
Please phone, visit or write to day financial tasks 


°C = 
Oo 


eee 


(one year contract initially) 


Applications are welcome particularly from disabled people. 


S The it 7 ADKC actively encourages disabled people to apply. 
amaritans . THE RADCLIFFE E nade ge : tien 
0345 90 90 90 ephe Li INFIRMARY | or an application form & job description ring 


(Calls charged at local rate) as : ADKC on 0181 960 8863. Closing date 18.71.97. 
The Samaritans is a Registered Chari roviding — : 
Ep iactimnieactiontisupn.. he - Interview date 18.8.97. 
Charity No. 219432 ee : 


ind-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


| MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS COTS WOLD COTS * Walking sticks * Rainwear * 
| Weir Street. Northwich, Cheshire CW9 SHL : SEER a Ee a BR EOS Tyres * Batteries * Grab rails * 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 Build cots and Beds for Adults and \ a \ SesotersvalNnidelctieins Riser 

Css abbey ee for lifting wheelchairs, Children with Special Needs (6) Aint ee SHANA S 


scooters and people We Design And Build Any Equipment bought and sold 
into cars... Cot or Bed You Need. Sales, service, hire 


WE HAVE D & K Mobility, 62, Hollybush Road 
DID, Extra Strong Playpens. , 62, Holly! 
© es THE ANSWER! ae fe Gravesend, Tel: 01474 353837 Mon-Fri 10-5 
a x ning 01629-813493 W NN Fitted Padded Play Areas. Sat 10-3. Closed Thursday. 
5 for brochure or 
Seatipr free demo High Quality Paieprices L INDEPENDENT L 
www.demon.co.uk/autochair M OB I LITY 
Information Phone 01993 842885 
THE DRIVING SCHOOL 


With hand controls, 
micro switching etc 
as standard fittings. 


Let us know your needs. 


JIM DORAN HAND CONTROLS 
Tel: 01203 460833 
Fax: 01203 462011 
CAR CONVERSION SPECIALISTS 
Helping to keep YOU in the driving seat 
Contact us whether a driver or passenger to 
see if we can assist 


° 


Dating Agency open to anyone 
whether disabled or able bodied. 
Tel/Fax 01473 226950 


Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 


Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 

advertisers before relying on them. 


Deadlines for the August issue of Disability Now: 


Booking deadline is 11 July On 0181 590 5750 9-5pm 


. . Fax 0181 5905760 24hrs 
Copy deadline is 15 July LONDON AND THE HOME COUNTIES 
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46 Classified 


Recruitment 


DIAL UK 


INFORMATION SERVICES MANAGER 
Salary: NJC Grade SO2 (£19,185 to £20,313) 


DIAL UK is the national organisation for a network of advice centres run by 
and for disabled people. We already have a reputation for high quality 
information provision and are seeking a disabled person to take a key role in 
supporting member advice centres with their information systems and 
managing our existing information services. This post is part of a three-year 
project funded by the Department of Health. 

The post-holder will have at least a year’s experience of information or 
advice work and excellent communication, management and leadership 
skills. In line with our policy to employ a majority of disabled people, we are 
inviting applications from disabled people only. Job share applicants will be 
considered if a suitable job-share partner can be found. 


For an application pack please contact the Chief Executive, DIAL UK, 
Park Lodge, St Catherines Hospital, Tickhill Road, Doncaster DN4 8QN. 
Tel: 01302 310123 (voice & text); Fax: 01302 310404. 


Closing date: 21 July 


SENIOR FAIRNESS OFFICER 
P02/3 £19,818/£21,975 


BROAD BASED ROLE FOR AN EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL 


This is a unique opportunity to join the Direct Training Consultancy section of 


Remploy - the largest provider of supported employment in the UK. 


Direct Training offers consultancy, education and training activities to clients in 


the UK and Europe, in the specialist area of employment integration and 


development of disabled people. 


SENIOR TRAINING 


The Faimess Team at Bolton Metro 
advises the Council on ways of improving 
access to jobs and services for members of 
disadvantaged social groups. 

You will primarily be responsible for 
providing advice on matters affecting 
disabled people. You will also be expected 
to advise on gender issues. 

You must possess 
excellent communication 
skills, both verbal and 
written, and be able to 
communicate with people 
from diverse backgrounds 
and social groups. 

You will also have 


Application forms, to be returned 
by 18th July 1997, and further 
details are available from Central 
Personnel Services, Town Hall, 
Bolton BL1 1RU. (Tel Bolton 
(01204) 391632 direct line - 24 
hours answering service.) Minicom 
No. 371853 for the hearing 

impaired only. 


This Authority 
operates a No Smoking 
Policy. 


Bolton Metro is 
striving to create an 


i] 
| ii Equality Environment. 


REMPLOY 


CONSULTANT 


Midlands c.£24,000 
You must have experience in developing, managing and delivering training activities 
and projects relating to the management of diversity which includes the employment 
of disabled people. Good presentation, delivery and facilitating skills are required, 
along with a willingness to travel within the UK and Europe. 

A background which includes working with TEC’s, DfEE and European Commission 
Projects, plus the ability to converse in Spanish, German or French and being 
IPD qualified, would be a distinct advantage. 

Applications from people with disabilities are welcome. Remploy will interview 
all disabled people who mect the minimum criteria for the vacancy. 


In return, we offer an attractive package and a first class future with a well 


respected, national organisation. 


To apply, please write with full CV and current 


C) 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


salary details, to: 

Mr. Keith Metcalf, 

Company Personnel Manager, 
Remploy Limited, 

415 Edgeware Road, 


Cricklewood, Sesefs 
°o 
London NW2 6LR. *. 


PROVIDING QUALITY PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 


DisCASS 


(Disabled Citizens Advice and 
Support Service) 


seek a: CO-ORDINATOR to 
develop and manage services. 
(hours and salary to be negotiated) 


Experience of disability issues and 
training/managing volunteers 
desirable. 


Apply with C.V. by 17th July 1997 to 
The Chairman, Discass, Wilfrid Noyce 
Centre, Crown Court, Godalming, 
Surrey, GU7 1DY.. 01483 860551. 


ADMINISTRATOR 
£13,000 - £15,000 ) 


to be responsible to the General } 
Manager for the day-to-day 
administration of this highly successful 
national touring theatre company which }| | 
specialises in work for the very young 
and for people with severe learning 
difficulties. Key tasks include marketing, 
booking and management of tours. 


One year’s arts admin. experience and 
degree or equivalent qualification 
essential. 


For further details write, enclosing an A4 | | 

SAE (39p) to: Joanna Ridout, Oily Cart, 

Smallwood School Annexe, Smallwood 
Road, London SW17 OTW. 


Closing date for applications: 
Monday 7 July 
Interviews: Monday 14 July 


The Oily Cart strives to be an equal 
opportunities employer and welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community. 


experience of managing 
and co-ordinating change 
in a major corporate 
environment. 


Please join us in 
this challenge. 


Theatre 


East London’s award winning theatre and arts company 
requires staff for the following positions: 


MEDIA/VIDEO WORKER 
to initiate a range of community projects with girls and young 
women in Newham. 
20 hours per week funded for three years. 


VIDEO WORKER 
to work with unemployed women developing skills. 
20 hours per week initially funded until 31.12.97. 


Salary for both positions £16,571 pro rata for a 40 hour week. 
Tel: 0181 519 6678 for further information (details also 
available on tape) Minicom No: 0181 536 1353 
Applicants are invited to apply for either position or for one full 
time post combining both. 

Deadline for applications: 14 July 
Interviews: 21 July 


We particularly welcome applications from Black, Asian and 
disabled candidates. Our office space is at present only 
partially accessible for wheelchair users but we will endeavour 
to provide what services and adaptations we can. 


We are striving to be an equal opportunities employer. 


ARTABILITY SOUTH EAST 
wishes to appoint a Disabled Person as 
TRAINING OFFICER 
c £16,500 
Part Time/Job Share considered 
Two year fixed term contract funded by National Lottery Charities Board. 
To develop and manage comprehensive programme for volunteer 
artsworkers to visit disabled people in their own homes also identify and train 
disabled people for work placement in mainstream art venues. 
LARGE SAE please if possible for application pack 
Artability South East, Shadwell House, 65 Lower Green Rd, 
Rusthall, Tunbridge Wells TN4 8TW. TEL 01892 519920 SaeiONAT 
MINICOM 01892 519910 FAX 01892 519950 LOTTERY 
Closing date 4 July “BOARD 


DisabilityNnow July 1997 


Lightweight Wheelchairs 
Spares, Servicing & Repairs 
Powerchairs and Scooters 
Homecare Products 
Personal Service 
Credit Cards accepted 
Phone for a Catalogue: 


01252 547939 


or visit our showroom 
43 Alexandra Road, Farnborough, 
Hants GU14 6BS 
Ramp at rear and free car park 
A company run by the disabled 
- for the disabled! 


Having trouble getting 
in & out of your car? 


iF 


Ring u/ NOW 
GOWRINGS MOBILITY 
0800 220878 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE YOU 
NEED OR DISPOSING OF YOUR 
EXISTING VEHICLE? 

Regigter your requirements or vehicle for sale 
with the Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 
Register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 

For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


Powerchairg 


Est 1982 
MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 
Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, 


Beds, etc. 
All models wanted and for sale. 


The right one to suit your needs. 


Free advice, 
delivery, 
collection, all 
areas covered. 
Fully guaranteed. 


Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 
or 0121 353 7975 


All major credit cards accepted 


THE WHEELCHAIR <== 


THE LARGEST CHOICE 
IN THE UK FOR 


Manual Chairs - Power chairs - Scooters - 
Sports wheelchairs 


THE ONE STOP SHOPPING 
SOURCE 
Run by disabled people for disabled people 
SALES, HIRE, REPAIRS & 
MODIFICATIONS UNDERTAKEN 


All makes - Impartial advice given 
Home visits available - Free trials 
All guarantees honoured 


MOTABILITY 


The masters 
of mobility 


0181 
569 8955 


Units 1-4, 


easonable 
rates 


FINANCE AVAILABLE 


Middlesex TW8 9EX 


Shield Drive, Brentford, 


special offers 47 


Visit National Trust properties — for 


Now summer holidays have arrived, DN has a great offer to help 


you get out and about. We have 25 annual National Trust (NT) 
memberships, worth £27 each, to give away to new NT members. 

With properties all over England, Wales and N Ireland, ranging 
from houses and gardens to parks and lighthouses, the NT has 
something for everyone to enjoy. 

Powered vehicles can be borrowed at some 50 outdoor 
properties — visitors are advised not to bring their own vehicles 
because of the uneven terrain. And there are manual wheelchairs 
too, because vehicles are rarely allowed inside historic buildings. 

The free memberships come courtesy of Barclays Country 
Focus, a £500,000 sponsorship programme to support the 
greater enjoyment of NT countryside. Barclays is also funding a 
number of Trust countryside projects, including improving 
access for disabled visitors. 

It is advisable to contact the property in advance to check 
facilities. (See page 35 for more news of the National Trust.) 


Take a telly break 


Do you get annoyed when your 
favourite film is released on 
video but you can’t hire it 
because you know you won’t be 
able to follow the script? 

This month, DN is offering 
deaf readers the chance to win 
one of two Sarabec video 
readers, worth £129.25 
(including VAT). 

You will be able to view over 


The Sarabec video reader in use 


600 of your favourite films. In 
the same way that Teletext sub- 
titles gave access to tv 


programmes, the 
[=i Video Reader lets . 
you follow films by 


the use of exact word by word 
subtitles. 

The machine connects 
between your tv and video 
recorder and is easy to operate 


e-mail, on: 


Disability Now? 


5 copies £100, 6 copies £120, 
7 copies £140; 8 copies £160, 


One year (12 issues) only 


Did you know that you can now 
subscribe to Disability Now via 


Editor@DisabilityNow.org.uk 


Or you could access our web site 
and click on any of the e-mail 
icons. Our web address is: 


www. DisabilityNow.org.uk 


In both cases, please type your 
name, address, telephone 
number and Visa/Access details, 
including expiry date. Whilst 

you’re at our web site, why not : 
browse around our ‘taster’ pages 
—a collection of examples from 
the News and Features pages of 


Multiple copy rates are as follows: 
2 copies £44, 3 copies £66, 4 copies £80, 


9 copies £180, 10-50 copies £200, 
51-100 copies £225, 101-150 copies £250. 


with an on/off switch. The 
running cost is only 1p for ten 
hours viewing. 

Most pre-recorded videos 
have captions recorded into 
them, indicated on the video 
label by the National 
Captioning Institute symbol 
(see left). 

For further information about 
the readers or any other 


§ Overseas (airmail) 


Subscription form 


To subscribe, fill in this form and return it 
with a cheque (payable to Disability Now) to: 
Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London 
W1N 4EQ, or alternatively phone our 
subscriptions hotline, on 0171-383-4575. 


| Individual athome address -£16 (12 issues) 


i Professional/organisation 


Postcode ................... 
Tel: 0171 383 4575 (24 hrs) 


Batricars make light work of Stourhead’s garden 


range of complementary 
therapies. 

The book questions 
traditional treatments and aims 
to dispel many of the myths 
associated with back injury. 

It also has a section on your 
rights and benefits should you 
have to take extended sick 
leave due to back trouble. 

If you don’t win, you can 
order the book by telephoning 
the Which? orderline on 
freephone 0800 252 100. 


How to enter 


free 


“NATIONAL TRUST/ P WENHAM 


Sarabec products for deaf or 
hard of hearing people, contact 
Deborah Barningham on 
(01642) 247789. ; 


Back away from pain 


Do you suffer from back pain? 
If so, you are not alone. It is 
estimated that between three 
and seven million people con- 
sult their GP about back trou- 
ble every year, and 150 million 


eee Consumer Guides 


The (Which? Ceuide to 
Managing 
Back Trouble 


¢ 


£31 (24 issues) 
-£25 (12 issues) 
£49 (24 issues) 
-£30 (12 issues) 


sae eaeeeeeeerececenceescaeeessaseaeeessessesuneesssssneenasseseeeees 


al 


For all three special offers, 
please send your name, 
address, daytime telephone 
number and date of birth on 
separate postcards, marked 
either Sarabec, 

National Trust or Which? to 
DisabilityNOW, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WIN 4EQ 
by 30 July 1997. 


working days are lost because 
of it. 

To tie in with our series on 
chronic pain (see page 14), 
Which? magazine is offering 
DN readers six copies of The 
Which? Guide to Managing 
Back Trouble by Dr. Harry 
Brown, worth £9.99 each. 

The guide is packed with 
information on what causes 
back pain, descriptions of 
orthodox treatments and a 


Fishing trip winners 


Congratulations to Vince Henry, winner of the Clos-o-Mat fly- 
fishing holiday on the River Doon, Ayrshire, in Scotland. 

Mr Henry was “totally suprised” and “rather chuffed” at 
winning, particularly as he had forgotton all about entering the 
competition. He has won four nights in a first class hotel for 
himself a companion. 

Having just been on his annual 
fishing trip to the Jack Charlton 
Fishing School, in Northumber- 
land, he has decided to take his 
grandson, Paul, 16, who had 
missed out on the trip because of 
school exams. 

Congratulations to Mr F T 
Ashby, who won second prize. 


This offer is not open to DN 
staff or associates. 


‘ a ee 
Mr Henry on the Lord Nelson 


=clos o mal= 


AUTOMATICALLY 
THE BEST | ks 


Clos-O-Mat provides 
flushing, washing with 
warm water and gentle 
drying with warm air - all 
in one simple automatic 
operation. It eliminates 
the need for assistance 
and restores privacy and 
dignity to those Unable 
to cleanse themselves 
manualy. 


*ldeal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions and 
private homes. 

«Can be customised to suit 
individual users. 

¢Special twin spray model 
available. 

First class after-sales service. 

*The most popular shower/ 

toilet in daily use in Britain 

and Europe. 


Warm water washing Warm air drying 


SURVEYS AND DEMONSTRATIONS WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THE MARKET 
LEADER! 


0800 374965 


Reply fo Dept. DN, TOTAL HYGIENE LIMITED 
2 Newton Street, STRETFORD, 

Manchester M32 8LG. 

Fax: 0161-866 8223. 


FREEPHONE: 


DisabilityNow July 1997 
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